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“THE

VAGABOND.

CHAPTER 1.

THE VACABOND CONCLUDES HIS
STORY—THE EFFECTS OF REFORM<
ATION IN A COUNTRY PARISH—
THE VAGABOND’S REASONS IN FA--

. VOUR OF SEDUCTION.,

'ON the following day I ftopped a
poft-chaife in a crofs road, which con-

tained two ladies, and was driven by a
Vot. II.. B lad.
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lad. One of the women fainted away,
and the other was exceffively frighten-
ed. I teok mothing but her purfe,
informing her, that The miftook, if fhe
fuppofed me a common robber; for,
thgugh I was willing to equalife pro-
perty, I did not wifh to monopolife.
So faying, I quitted her, that fhe might
aflift her infenfible companion.

I could not but execrate the whole
fyftem of female education, which thus
enervates the human body ; it being an
eternal fa&, that were women educated
to all the exercifes of men, and, as my
dear Mary ufed tofay, fo mingled with
the world, that every aflion would be
performed promifcuoufly, (fex out of
" the queftion) we fhould not have women
fainting on fudden emergencies, and as
imbecile as infants.

What a glorious thing would it be,
if the whole female fex would emanci-
3 ‘ pate.
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pate themfelves from thofe tyrants the
men, and enter equally into every con-
cernof life! We fhould then no longer
admire a beautiful idiot, but walue
them according to their mental charms
and perfonal prowefs. It would alfo
be a very great advantage in the
article of love, it being no inconfider-
able trouble to a philofophical mind to
bend to all the frivolities of declaring
a paffion.

By the exertions of my independent
principles, I acquired a fufficient fub- .
fitence; but I always made it a rule
never to put in my claim to a part of
the univerfal flock, till neceffity (which
has no law) in fome fort compelled me.
It was on gpe of thofe occafions I had
the good fortune to meet with you, and
I anly lament that the immortal 9tup¢o_
was killed with a mufket bullet.

¢ I lament too,” faid Do&or Alogos; -
B2 ¢ I fhould
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¢ 1 fhould have delighted in the con-
verfation of fo great a man, who has
introduced fo enlightened a pupil to the -
world. But 1et us now retire to reft;
the clock has ftruck three, and  to-
morrow we will difcourfe further.” So
faying,  they feparated for the night:"
Frederick rejoicing that- he had at
length found a man illuminated with
~ the irradiating principles of the new
philofophy ; which he the more won-
dered at, confidering the Dofor’s
property, for he had found the pupils
of the new {chool, in general, a lictle
" fhort in financial affairs. -

The next morning the company met
to breakfaft, Laura was extremely
lovely; and the eyes of the-ghilofopher
frequently repeated -the ebfervation.
Sufan fat down familiarly to breakfaft -
- with them; and- the -luxury of the
times was ably defcanted upqp.

2 Tea
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"Tea and chocolate, new bread and
frefh butter, with a relith of cold ham
and eggs, compofed the breakfalt of
thele pragtical philofophers.

¢ Luxury,’ cried Doftor Alogos at
every mouthful, ¢ will be the bane of
this codntry ; every thing rifes to fo
enormous a price, that a poor man

cannot ‘abfolutely get an exx[tence we
fhall be ftarved !’

¢ *Tis a dreadful thing to think of it,’
faxd Frederic; ¢ I have often con-
fidered what could occafion fuch a
rife in meat, for inftance; formerly
we ufed to have the beft beef at one
peony a pound, and now it is fix-
pence.’

= I Kp';:rel}end,’ faid Laura, ¢ that
there are two reafons: the increafed
confumption, and the increafed quan-
tity of money. Formerly, 2 farmer,

Bga before
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“before he killed an ox, had to contra@

with fo many families as could purchafe
the whole, not being able to place a
dependance en chance cuftom; a faft
that muft give the lie to the tales of
fome pcople, who would make us
believe that day-labourers fed upon
roafted beef.’

¢ You are a little perverfe jade,’ faid
the Do&or, ¢ to daré contradi& a man -
. like me. Pray, how fhould you know
what ufed 6 be, who have not yet feen
eighteén fummers ?~~You are a moth in
the ctéation yet. I infit upon it that out
pealants are ftarved and famifthed :~—Are
fiot potatoes and bacon half their fup-
port »—Anfwer that.’ -

The Do&or enjoyed the trigmph of
rhetoric over common fenf¢ ; but Laura,
with becoming deference, replied, that
it might be true, but that was éven

better than Ikimmed milk and oat- )
meal
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- meal cake, which was formerly the ge-
neral food, with a change of barley and
rye. ¢ The people-of England, then,
faid fhe, * were fubje&t to leprofy and
cutaneous difeafes, which have vanifhed
fince the introduftion of tea. 1 grant
that they live bard; but it is what they
have evér done; and were it poflible
for them to fee the peafants of other
countries, they would rcjoice at being
people of England. Not to mention
the powers of life and death, poffeffed
by moft landed gentlemen ort the Con-

tifient, let us look at the Eaftern na- .

tions, whole ‘lower orders live upon
nothing but rice; and particularly the
Chinefe, fuppoled, in the Annual Re-

gifter for 1789, to contain two hun-

dred iillions of people, whofe lower or~
ders, in-land, tafte nothing but rice
and water, and on the fea.coaft a lit-
tle fith.’

B4 ¢ Rice
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¢ Rice and fifh !’ faid the Doflor, ¢ I
am perfuaded they are both primitive
dithes. Rice is the food of more-than
balf the human fpecies, and favages
on the fea-coafts univerfally eat fifh. I
am determined my table fhall be fur-
nithed with thefe produflions of all-
provident nature ; and fuppofe, for the
fecond courfe, you give usa brace of
roaft capons and a few tartlets.’

¢ For my part,” faid Frederick, lay-
ing a flic® of ham on his bread and-
butter, and putting three lumps of fugar
into his cup of chocolate, *it is to me
a matter of the greateft indifference
what I eat; I eat merely becaufe it is
right to eat for the keeping our bodies
in order. . A family phyfician proves,
that one half the neceflity of eating is
to diftend the inteftines; for which
_ purpofe, any farinaceous pafte is fuf-
- ficient; and I have an intention to
try
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try “a pudding of marble flour; for, if
this proves true, what great exploits may
be performed without the trouble of .
carryirg bread !’

¢ For heaven’s fake!’ faid Laura,
laughing, ¢ forego the experiment, or
the images of Jupiter and Juno, in the
garden, will be made into hafty-pud- -
ding; and - the arm of Venus will have
as much temptation as an haunch of
venifon.’

After breakfaft, the Doftor requeft-
ed Frederick to walk in his garden,

and help him to weed fome beds of
herbs. :

-¢. Do you think,’ faid Frederick, ¢af-
ter what I have told you, that I will-de~
grade my digpity: by a menial employ ?
that I will become a flave to till the

ground ,
. Bj ‘No,’
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¢No,’ ré¢plied the Doétors ¢ you are a
philofopher: 1do not propofe to you any
fuch thing; but hufbandry is a primitive
art, and no difgrace when praQifed for
exercife. I propofe that we fhall live
together on a footing of equality, and
that we fhall endeavour to enlighten
the people in ‘our neighbourhood, ere&t«
ing to ourfelves a little repudlic.’

& The idea is grand and noble,’
cried Frederick : ¢ had we Stupeo here,
his whole foul would entér into the
Tubjet. Let us begin this very day—
only let me obferve, I will be entirely
. independent.’

¢ Of courfe,; faid the Doftor.—

* Though 1 very much fear we fhall
néver bring them to the ftandard of
nature. This ifland is the fink of
flavery. The very élements wont fet
thie people go -naked like the Indians
: : ' of
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of America. What fhall we do firfk
towards bringing about the freedom of
man? :

¢ The firk great allion to be per-
formed, is to convince them of their
wrongs—to fhew them they ought to
govern the ftate; and that, if they do
not recover their rights, they will be
ftarved and enflaved; and that all dif-
‘tinions are badges of tyranny, and not
rewatds of merit,’ :

¢ But in that point,” faid the Doétor,
¢ it ‘appears to me cheaper to beftow
‘titles and ribbons than penfions — if
‘there were o titles, " the penfion-litt .
muft fficreafe.”

¢ And fuppofe it did,” cried Frede-
rick, ¢a’n’t we going to do away all
profits and rewards? Every man fhould
tabour for the refulting good.’

B6 ¢ Right,
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< Right, right,’ anfwered the Do&or.
¢ But fhould we not fay fomething on
the article of marriage? We fhall never
introduce real liberty till we can do
away that Gothic barbarity. There’s
Sufan, a good deferving creature, juft
fuch another as Roufleau’s Terefa: to
own the truth, we, that is, fhe and
I—You underfland me—but the opi-
nions of the world have hitherto pre-
vented my living with her in a manner
congenial to my withes, and as nature
~-and reafon point out,’

¢ Hear,’ faid Frederick, ¢ the fenti-
ments of the great philofopher Stupeo :
When the diftin&ions of fociety fhall
be confounded, and men fhall ceafe to
appropriate a whole female to them-
felves—two men might eafily enjoy
_one woman, becaufe it would be ker
.company they defired, and the fenfual
gratification would be confidered as a
trifle. chfcmablc men will propagate
their
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their fpecies; not becanfe a certain
pleafure is annexed to this a€tion, but
becaufe it is right the {pecies thould
be propagated, and the manner in which
they exercife this fun&ion will be
regulated by the diates of reafon and
duty. It cannot definitively be affirmed,
in fuch a flate of fociety, who is the
father of the child; but it is of no
confequence. 1 ought to prefer no
human being to another becaufe that
being is my father, my wife, or my
fon®.’ '

¢ What a glorious do@rine!’ cried
Alogos: *one might then have as many
concubines and children as they could
procure. This very reafon alone ought
to. make us deteft monarchical govern<
ment, where what is called facred en-
gagements are obliged to be in fome
fort preferved. - I will, this very day,

* Godwin's Political Juftice, 4to. page 852.
) : tell
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tell the world that I difregard its pre-
judices, and Sufan fhall appear’ in her
proper charaéter.’ :

Poor Sufan, who was an ignorant,
vulgar’ girl, was fo intoxicated with the
elevation from the cookery, that fhe
refolved to exert the inborn Rights of
Women, difdaining any longer to fuper~
intend the kitchen; and the Door
frequently curfed fociety, which had
introduced luxurious difhes.

Mean-while thefe two great men
exerted their endeavours to reform the
_parithioners, and it was not long before
the excellent effe@s of their doftrines
became vifible. The churches, thofe
temples of prieftcraft and ignorance,
were foon left without vifitors; and even
the elocation of a popular - preacher
could not affemble an audience, .

The two phﬂofoplrers rejoiced at this
i dawn
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dawn of reafon, and, the better to fpread
the truth, erefted a large barn into a
Hall of Reafon, where they undertook
alternately to read moral leflures—
Frederick there ‘clearly proved. ‘that
all refigion was the offspring of igno-
rance, refulting from ideas, rhingled
with impreffions, mingled with realities ;
and that the firft idea of a Deity was
teken from a howling wind on a ftormy
night 3 fo that, if he did not convince,
he confounded his hearers. He, how-
ever, proved beyond a doubt, that
religion was not of the fmalleft benefit
to mankipd. ¢ °Tis true,” faid he, in
one of his le€tures, ¢ that architeflure
was firlt carriéd beyond the unpolithed
beain, and the unfhapen ftone, by the
enthufialm of people to honour an un-
known Deity; but could any thing be
more abfurd than to raife great Piles
of magnificence to hobolly knew who?
And what was the confequence? Why,

: the

L)
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the great men then would have great
houfes, and no longer live, as they ufed
to do, in hovels of mud. ‘Tis true
that aftronomy was firlt ftudied for the
fake of tracing the power of God in
the creation; but what has been the
refult? We have learnt to traverfe the
ocean, and fend people from Europe
to tyrannife over the people of Africa.
Religion indeed gave birth to all the
arts and feiences, becaufe it was fuppofed
_ the  Archite& of worlds muft delight in
grandeur, and every coftly ornament
was deemed too little an offering to his
abode. But, in my.opinian, this would
better have been given to the ftarving
-poor—no doubt the priefts had their
. tithes out of it. (Here a lond burft
of applaufe broke forth.) It isin vain
to fay that monks have been the pre-
fervers of literature; for, at the time
‘they promoted it, they had no intention
to benefit mankind, and it is the in-
' tention
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tention which makes the merit. - You
are told that religion teaches focial
duties; that it is wrong to injure your
neighbour, for you fhall be hereafter
punithed. Who told you all this?
A parcel of priefts, whom you pay to
hold you in darknefs. Are you to be-
lieve them, or I who inftrué@ you for
nothing? I tell you then that there
are no future rewards and punifhments.
I am certain no man can prove that
there are; and if you read the great
book of Nature, it does not fay a word
about it. . That’s the book you ought
to ftudy, and burn your Bibles, if you
would enjoy the world without thofe
fhocking refleétions about fire and brim-
ftone.’

Moral leQures like thefe could not
but influence the minds of the country
people, who wondered they had been fo
long impofed upon. The Curate was
under ‘the neceffity of fuing for the

- tithes,
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tithes, and the parfonage was threatei-
&d with deftru@ion.

Corn had been dear and fcarce, owing
to a wet feafon ; and to render it cheap,
a mob of patriots burnt down feveral
ftacks and barns, for’ which one was
hanhged, and three tranfported.

The Principles of Univerfal Equality,
_and The Catechifm of Nature, the one
written by Frederick,. and the other by
Dottor A}ogog, were printed and diftri-
buted gratis. The public-houfes had
cach a club, where the new{papers were
fubfcribed'fior, polities difcuffed, and ale
confumed withgenuine liberty ; by which
means thofe heretofore-ignorant people
became warm advocates for frecdom; and
- declaiméd about the¥nborn reafon of the
human: foul, till all reafon was fufpended
in hilarity, and the whole company e~
welled to a Rate of fwinifh equality.

They
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They now clearly perceived . that the
times were the, worft that ever Old
England had witneéffed ; for they evéry
day found themfelves lefs able to main=
tain their families ; and fo far from
being capable to pay their rents, they
had fcarcely money fufficient to fupport
the club, on Which depended the falva-
tion of their country.

In vain the gentlemén of the parifty -
endeavoured to ftay this torrent of phi=
lofophy. . Man only requires to be told
his rights t6 know them. The young
mén, ‘Copying the example of Doftot
Alogos, were fibt to-be bubbled out of a.
fee by thé priefts, and the wives became
what is vilgarly called lazy ahd floven-
ly, Bﬁ'th'\fvl’lich,' in the lahguage of re’fi'ntd
philofophy, is indepgndent, and fuperiof
to prejudice. -

Things proceeded thus admirably in
a pa’ri{h, where, bat a little tinde before,
all -
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all had gone on in the old track, where
contented and ignorant families de-
pended on their own labour, and were
fo proud of the childifh title of Englifh-
men, that they detefted a work-houfe
{o long as health and ftrength remained.
But now they faw clearly, that, accord-
ing to the Rights: of Man, every one
had a juft demand for fupport from the
community after. a certain age, and
therefare to. work for a rainy day was
as abfurd as.it was old.

- The poor-rates .mul&ipl»i_ed- fo faft
apon thofe who ftill continued to fuap-
port the Gothic prejudices of their
anceftors, that {everal heretofore flou-
rifhing families were obliged to quit the
parifh, and their farms remained un-
occupied. . ' L

Frederick, in the mean time, had
endeavoured to cultivate the affettions
of Laura; but though he gained upon

‘ her
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her heart, her head refifted all the argu-
ments of his philofophy. It was in vain
he traduced the cuftom of ‘marriage ;
fhe remained wedded to the blind prin-
ciples in which fhe had been educated.
¢ For,” faid fhe, * were I to become
your companion, or that of any other
man, when I fhall perhaps ‘be fur-
rounded with two er three children, a
moment’s difguft may leave me without
a partner. Till it is ‘the fafhion for
men to maintain the children of others,
no woman in her fenfes would permit
~the f)arﬂion of a man unmarried, be-
caufe, though he could range and fele@
another, fhe muft remain forlorn and
abandoned.’

* The fuppofition,” faid Frederick,
¢ that I muft have a companion for
life, is the refult of a complication of
vices: it is the diftate of cowardice,
and not of fortitude: it flows from a-
deﬁrc of - being loved and efteemed for

fomethmg
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fomething that is not defert. The
inflitution of marriage is a fyflem of
Sraud, and men. wha carefully miflead
their judgments in the daily affairs of
their life, will always have a crippled
judgment in every other concern.—
Marriage is law, and the - wor of all
laws. Whatever our underflandings
may tell us of the perfon from whofe
connettion we fhould derive the greatet
improvement, of the worth of one
woman, and the demerits of another,
we are obliged to confider what is law,
and not what is juftice. 8o long as I
Jeek to engrofs onc woman to myfelf, and
prolibit my neighbour from proving his
fuperior deferts, and reaping the fruits
of it, I am guilty of the moft odious of all
monopolies*.’

¢ Do you wifh me,’ faid Laura, ¢ to

% After fuch a fentence as this, which is ia
Godwin's Political Juftice, 4to. page 851, the reader
will not accufe the author of exaggerating fafts.

: fuppofe
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fuppofe yqu fpeak ferioufly? You are
dreaming, Frederick, or you are mad,
or worfe. To fay nothing of the
moral turpitude of fuch infamous and -
brothel doftrines, I fhould like to
know if there is one fingle republican
in the kingdom, who, however he
might with to indulge Aimfelf in fuch
licence, would permit his mother, his
wife, his fifter, or his daughter, to

live promifcuoufly like beafts of the
field ?* '

¢ And are mex; not by nature brutes,
as the mighty Roufleau has proved to a
demonftratiop

¢ Let us take it fo,” faid Laura with
afigh: ¢ what will be the refult? We
fhould fee half a dozen throats cut for
a pretty woman, for then the law would
be no check on licentious appetites.
But, Sir, refle&t if what I fay be not
true. Your reformers in general are
" men -
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men of broken fortune, fiery paffions,
or eccentric difpofitions. You would
caft afide reftraint, becaufe you are too
great tyrants yourfelves to fubmit to the
government of others; as, for inftance,
Doftor Alogos was one of the beft
tempered, humane men in the world,
till he took to thefe whims from the

Tofs of a law-fuit; and now, though he '
is always telling us we are flaves, and

‘have as much right as the men to every

freedom, yet, if every article in the

houfe, to the {malleft trifle, is not in

exal order, we hear nothing but exe-

cratioﬁs, which once he was afraid to

utter. But, in the prefent cafe, I do

fincerely believe, that thofe men who

preach up promifcuous intercourfe of

fex do it merely to cover their own de-..
praved defires, and avoid the ftigma of
the world by rendering it common.>

¢ 1'am very forry,” faid Frederick,
¢ that you argue as if you bad never
‘ heard
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heard the great docrines of philofophy.
Had you heard my Mary on this fuba
je&! perfuafion hung upon her tongue,
and the felf-demonftrated axioms of
moral fcience flowed from her lips.
* It is difficult to recommend any.
thing to indifcriminate adoption, con-
trary to. the eftablithed rules and pre-
Judices of mankind ; but certainly no-
thing can be fo ridiculous upon the
face of it, or fo contrary to the ge-
nuine march of fentiment, as to require’
the overflowing of the foul to wait up-
on a ceremony, and that which, where-
ever dglicacy and imagination exift, is
of all things moft facredly private, to
blow & trumpet before it, and to re-
cord the moment when it has arrived
at its climax *.” _

' ¢ Excellent !

* Memoirs of Mrs. Woolftonecraft Godwin.
A Democratic Review fays, my treatment of Mrs,
Godwin, in thefe volumeé, is brutal. If repeating
verbatim her own fentiments be brutality, then am

Vou. I, C 1 guilty,
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¢ Excellent !’ cried Laura, bredking
into a laugh ; © this is theer bombalft,
and putting into hyperbolic language
what might have been faid in" fimple
words. - Can any thing be more impu-
dent than for a woman ‘te marry, be-
caufe by marrying the tells the world
that fhe has conformed to its cuftoms
in following the purpofeof her crea-
tion? Whereas, if fhe defpifed all its
rules;, trampled down thofe barriers to
luft, modefly, and morality, and be-
came a proftitute, {he is modeff in ex-
treme, becaufe fhe did not tell the
world before-hand fhe was going to be
ruined. ‘With regard to the trumpet
and the climax, it is not a praétice in our
country, where marriages are frequent-
ly performed with that decent fecrecy

- which eludes even the queftions of
friendfhip.’

I guilty, But if they mean that fuch {entiments
brutalife 2 woman, I cannot help that,

3 ¢ There
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* There is no reafoning with women,’
cried Frederick in a pet; *they have
no fouls capable of receiving the new
light of irradiating fcience, which is
breaking through the mifts of fuper.
ftition and ignorance. How few are
like my Mary, free in thought and in
aftion! She was a wonderful ‘woman,
and defpifed the jefts of the world:
fthe knew, that- in reality there was
no difference of fex in fouls, but
that education made women fools and
idiots.’ v o

¢ You have often,’ faid Laura, ¢ talkgd

to me in this firain; 'you have told me
that women are no atherwife inferior
to men than by education; but to me
there appears an humbling difference.—
Have they not to bear and bring chil-
dren into the world? Are they not
then tied down -to the routine of a
nurfery? Are not all their employ-

C2 ments
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ments neceflarily domeflic? And does
not Nature feem.to have pointed to
this end in the difpofition of their
frame ?—Men, in all countries, take
upon them the ruder employments, and
it is only' an eccentric foul that would
wifh, in the frenzy of xmagmatxon, to
blend the fexes.’

" ¥ But women, with their prefent weak-
nefs of intellet, are nat capable of teach-
ing children their duties and rauonal
philofophy.’

b;‘ I will quote you a paffage,” faid
Laura, ¢ from a droll book of reve-
ries my uncle lately bought, called
The Rights of Women. 1In page 148,
.1 believe you will find ‘thefe words:—
¢ The management of the temper, the
firt and moft important branch of
education, requires the jfober, fleady eye
" of reafon: a plan of condu&t equally
' diftant
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d:ftant from tyranny and indulgence. I
have followed this train of reafoning
much further, till I have concluded
that a perfon of genius ts the moff im-
proper perfon to be employed in edu-
cation, either private or public.,” From
this quotation we may infer two con-
clufions : — Firft, that a perfon of
gentus poflefles not the fleady, fober eye
of reafon, and therefore all your pre-
tended philofophers, - reformers, and
men of profound genius, have not
one jot of reafon, confequently are
Jools.  Secondly, allowing women to
be pretty idiots, they are the moft
proper to give education, and the
lefs /genius ‘they poffefs, the greater
is their qualification: and indeed ‘I
might draw a third inference, that
perfons writing palpable contradi@ions
are unworthy notice on either fide.

¢« Oh!’ <.:ried Frederick, ¢ were the
great Stupeo here, he would bring
Cs arguments
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arguments that would incontrovertibly
prove ?

¢ Prove what ?* faid Laura: ¢ prove
himfelf a greater fool than his pupil.’

¢ No,’ cried Frederick,” prove that
yoy are the charmingeft pretty idiot in
the world.’

Thus the great copyift of one of
the greateft philofophers that have
glittered in the eighteenth centiry
defcended from the pinnacle of intel.
le@ to tell a girl what her glafs told
her every morning. But, as Voltaire
has admirably proved, by a few argu-
ments, in ‘about a hundred different
places, and Rouffeau demonftrated by
practice with the idiot Terefa, it is
a fa@, that great heroes, great poets,
great philofophers, metaphyficians, and -
ballad-makers, have all become fools to.
pleale fooliflr women.

CHAPTER

N
oh
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CHAPTER II.

XEASONS FOR PEOPLING THE WORLD
~-3PECIMEN OF THE SUBLIME—
THE CONSOLATIONS OF PHILOSO=
PHY IN DISAFPOINTMENT — THE
IMMUTABILITY. OF TRUTH.

F REDERICK was difcompofed be-
- yond the dignity of a philofopher at the
perverfenefs of Laura: he began almoft
to think that. women were beings made
exprefsly for the pleafures of men, a
gilded toy, which a great metaphyfician-

C C4 - and-
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and philofopher might condeflcend to
play with when he quitted the Hall of
Contemplation, and ventured from the
paths of intelle&tual ramblmg tothe grofs
" pavement of life.

His mind was perpetually bent upon
the great work of reformation, and the
perfetion of jurifprudence, except when
he mufed upon the pretty lip of Laura,
which .frequcmly dimpled with an in-
imitable fmile, and that fmile was not
the vacant f{mile of childifhnefs— it
was a fmile of mecaning, expreflive of
fome fine fenfation of mind, brightening
the whole countenance, and lighting
the eye with the mtelhgcnce of good
fenfe.. *

*I know not,’ faid he to himfelf; as he
rambled over the fields, ¢ what to make
of this girl; the reafons as if fhe bad
reafon, but it is quite in the old fiyle.
What is this love? What would my

: . dear
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dear Stupeo define it? A paffion, that,
like an optic glafs, inverts its obje@&.—.
Ah! now I am fatisfied f[he does not
in reality poflefs ‘any good quality: it
is my paffion which deceives me, and -
fhe is no more an angel than the reft
of her fex. ,All her virtues are only
like colours ifi objets, merely rays pref-
fed in different angles upon the eye."
She herfelf is a blank, a mere white
fheet of paper; and it remains for me
. to flamp  upon her any charafler I
pleafe.. As to beauty—what is beauty ?
Afk a negro of .Guinea what is beauty,
the fupremely beautiful, the To xaror
(to kalon), he will anfwer you, a greafy
black fkin, hollow .eyes, and a flat
nofe. Confuk. the philofophers, they
will tell you fome unintelligible jar-
gon for anfwer—they muft have fome-
thing correfpondent to beauty in the
abftradt.’ -

C 5 , Hav'ing‘



. 84 THE VACABOND.

Having thas ufed the light of human

reafon in rational argument, Frederick
determined that Laura mauft and fhould
be his, not for his own fake, but for the
promotion of freedom, and the ﬂ)read
of the truth.

* Itis the univerfal good and greateft
refulting benefit we are ever to have in
view,’ continued he: °all the great men-
of the ecighteenth century tell us we
miuft net regard any contingencies, thefe
being only partial and unavoidable evils.
It is plain the world muft be peopled;

for if it'is not peopled, we philofophers-

would have .nobody to revolutionize,
and reafon, and logic, and ignoraace,
would be tantamount to the fame. This
then is the {clf-demonftrated hypothefis:
this then is the grand bafis to build
ypon ; and as all-things depend upon

peopling the world, it follows, that to.

pcople the world is the moft meritorious
- attion
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aftion of life. But how am I to con-
tribute to this greateft good, if Laura
perfifts in her notions of matrimony ?’
It is impoflible. I.fhould- then ,i;ur-'
render my freedom, and freedom is:
even a greater good than kife itlelf,
Some middle-way muft be devifed ; and:
tbough I abhor giving pain to any-
creature under the heavens, yet I mufi:
not be deterred from peopling the
world, by the tears, faintings, and fret--
tings of a woman who even does not-
know the great maxims: of philofophy..
‘What are tears? Mere bubbles of water
emitted from a particular ftimulus of:
the nerves of the eye: women have
weaker nerves than mep, therefore:
tears from them are more Gommon.—.
As to fainting; that alfo depends on:
weak nerves:—fome will faint at the
fight of arat. Well, I can't help the-
irratibility- of the mervous fyflem:—A
charming idea indeed! that, becaufe

c6 women
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women have weak nerves, the world is
not to be peopled! Befides, am. not -}
_a philofopher? Yes: 1 have, and F
will rife far above human nature.—
Have I not feduced the miftrefs of ny
friend? Have I not been the meéans
of a pretty girl and her father perithing
in the flames? Have I not led a mob
to burn down the metropolis of Great
Britain # Have 1 not induced a wife to-
betray her hufband, which caufed his
own and his children’s_death? Have I
not loft three teeth and half my little-
finger in the caufe of liberty? Have I
not murdered my. own mother? And
fhall the tears and lamentings of a girl.
prevent my marching forward in the
high road of all-irradiating fcience and

" . peopling the world?’

‘o P,hilofq;hyt how few can COn=

template thy fublime and terrific fea~ -

tutes: thy feet ftand upon the poles of
. the

L e e —— . e
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the world—thy head is cin&ured round
with nubilated exhalations, whofe vol-
canic entrails emit thunderings and
- lightnings that fcatter all exiftence a-
round thee, and hecatombs of infidels
and furdous men are reared or dif-
perfed by the cataclyfms of thy fcien-
tific fulminations. When fhall the ca-
tenas of mankind be decrepitated by

the furnace of truth, ignited by the

belows of reafon? “When fhall the
ingannations of prejudice be delace- °
rated, and the catachreftical reafenings

- of facinorous ariftocrats be difpanded
by the zetetic fpmt of the cighteenth
century*?’

From this prodigious flight of the
true fublime and unintelligible, Fre-
derick fuddenly defcended to the con-
fideration of mere common -adion:
fimply, how he might promote the in«

* For the fake of the Engli/b reader, thefe words
way be found in Johnfon's Di€ionary, .
.. creafe
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ereafe of mankind. It appeared mo
very eafy talk to do away the qualms
of confcience in a modetft girl, unlefs
indeed be could prove to her that
there was no fuch thing as confcience,
“which was a tafk of no great difficulty
for a modern philofopher to under-
take. Another fmall’ refle@ion occu~
pied him, for he faw that he muft
proceed upon- the principles of de~-
ception,. and what:then became of im-
mutable truth? But, on weighing over-
the maxims of political Juftice, he found:
that deception was extremely moral im-
affairs of Jove, aud he was more than.
ever enamoured. of the new philofophy,.
which feemed calculated for the comfort.
of man.

He began with Doftor. Alogos; whom:
he foon convinced of the non-entity
of confcience; that reafon was the only
guide to truth, aud paffion the index to
pleafure. Laura, the blind prejudiced

: Laura,
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Laura. was not to be wrought upon by
the profoundnefs of his reafonings-and
the fubtilty of his logic.—* . Though T
feel myfelf unequal to anfwer you,’ faid:
the, ¢ that by no means is an approval
of your arguments; for I well know
that by argument we can neither prove
nor refute many things which yet we
feel to be or not to be. For inftance,
you may tel me I am ten feet or only
ten inches high; that my fight deceives-
me; and you may confound me with
arguments to prove your affertion. But
all thofe arguments will not change my
opinion that I am only five feet high,
nox will you perfuade me that I have
no confcience.’

One fine glowing evening, when
the country was yellowed over with
harveft, and the birds chirped amongft
the hedges, which were hung with
falks of. loofe corn, F rederick and

Laura
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Laura took a walk-to fome diftance,
and, as it is very natural, difcourfed on
love by the way.

Frederick exerted all his -eloquence
upon the ufual fubje&; but feeing that
. he made no impreffion, lie tranfided into
-the more natural language of common-
place, fuch as has been the praétice of
_all lovers fince the flood, and fuch as
will continue to win the hearts of the
fair, till philofopby fhall introduce a
new fet of ideas and fenfations.—* I
will,’ faid he, ¢ charming Laura, adopt
your fide of the queftion, for really
.- metaphyfics do not altogether fausfy
- the heart.”

~

¢« Were you to forfake your wild
opinions,’ faid Laura, * you would be-
come an agreeable member of foctety.

‘It 1s you, he replied, ¢ who muf
make
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make me fo; it is you I fhall look up
to for inftru@ion; but remember the
fentiments of Roufleau in his Emilius,
If woman be formed to pleafe, and be
fubje@ed to man, it is her place doubt-
lefs to render herfelf agreeable to him
inflead of challenging his paffion: the
violence of his defires depends upon
her charms; it is by means of thefe
fhe fhould urge him to the exertion
of thole powers nature has given him.
The moft fuccefsful method of exciting
is to render fuch exertion neceffary
by refiftance, as in that cafe felf-love
is added to. defire, and the one triumphs
in the viftory which the other is obliged
to acquire.’

* Thefe fentiments were worthy a
voluptuary,’ replied Laura: ¢ they came,
no doubt, warm from the heart of
Roufleau.’

¢ Yes, faid Frederick, ¢ from the
authot
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author of Eloifa we fhould expeé ftrong
expreflions, but they are neverthelefs
true. ' You have read, Laura, that
charming romance. What did you
feel at the firft kifs of love ?. In a word,

did not the whole pcrformance fet your
foul on fire

¢ No,’ replied Laura; “I faw through
the fophiftical jargon of rhapfodic lan-
guage. 1 beheld only a man who eps
a milliner, endeavouring to juftify his
altions to the world by drawing a fiery
piGture totally untrue. Do you think
there is a man in the world like Wol-
mar? And what was St. Preux buta
precious fentimental rafcal, who, under
the fanftion of the moft fatred friend-
fhip, plunders a believing love-fick.
girl, and talks all the while about virtue-
and celeftial innocence ?’

Frederick found by this difcourfe
that he fhould mot eafily contaminate:
. the-
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the purity -of her mind by the introduc-
tion of voluptuous fubjefls, for he knew
of no book more likely to introduce a
defire of diffipation than the celebrated
Eloifa of Roufleau*: he therefore re-
folved to fupply his want of perfuafion
by violence, beginning with thofe li-
berties often allowed, till his paffions
throwing - him off his guard, he exerted
that prowefs which men are endowed
with for ‘other purpofes; but here he
was again deceived, Laura not being -
one of thofe puny flips of fathion which
fhrink from the touch. :

The philofopher was confounded at
arefiftance he had nat expe&led from the
delicate figure of the maid. He hung.
down his head in filent vexation at her
keen reproaches; for fhame he knew
not, unlefs it was in ftopping fhort of
his heroic and patriotic intentions. He-

* To this may now be-added the Monk.
propofed;
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propoled, in a tone of voice much be-
neath the dignity of manhood, to ac-

company her home, but fhe refufed his
" offer with fuperlative difdain.

" He turned away to-philofophife, and
call to his aid the doftrines of Stupeo:
fo chagrined was he at the difappoint-
ment, that he almoft refolved never
again to prefent himfelf before Do&or
Alogos—but again he reflefted, that it
was unworthy a great man to ftoep 1o

. accidents, it being more in the order
of Nature thataccidents fhould bend ta
them.

As he walked forward, wrapped in
mufing melancholy, a gleamn of fatisfaétion
darted acrofs his mind—¢ Why,’ faid
he, internally, ¢ am I fo grieved at a
trifling difappointment ?—I, who am a
being independent of the Univerfe, in
how few years will age deftroy the ap-
petite . for pleafure, and I fhall then

: regret
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regret not having made more advantage
of the fleeting moments. Did I bow
down to the idols of prieftcraft, I might
be deterred from many ations called
trimes, by the dread of future punifh-
ment; but it is the height of monkifh
blindnefs to fuppofe there is any fuch
thing as future punifbmient, and I am
perfuaded, I am certain, half mankind
do not give credit to fuch fhocking
doftrines, or it would be impoffible
~ they could aft as they do. What law-
.. yer would undertake a. wrong caufe?
‘What guardian would ruin the orphan
under his care? What wife would be- -
tray her hufband? What fon would
difobey his father? What father would
ruin his family with variety of excefs?
And what young man would, for the
pleafure of half an hour, cajofe, with
falfe oaths and profeflions, a fair, be-
lieving, tender-hearted girl into a mi-
fery that can end only with her life e .
No; I am certain, if people believed

any
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any thing of revealed religion, none of
-this could happen. Then fhall I be
trammelled by {uch confiderations? O
Philofophy ! divine light of the foul!
thy confolations never fail in the hour
of diftrefs. Beware, fays St. Paul,
left men {poil you through philofophy
and vain deceit; but Paul was an
. old woman,- Paul knew nothing of eter-

" nal flecp.’

Having thus confirmed his mind in
thefe delettable principles, he feli re-
. affured to His purpofe, and inclined his
thoughts to fuggeft the means of fub-
duing Laura.

Laura informed her uncle of the
great defigns of the vagabond philofo-
pher; but that difciple of the new
{chool only coolly bid her be cautious,
- for nothing in nature could be more
natural, : »

Frederick
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~ Frederick was {urprifed to find_the
Doflor in geod fpirits; and no hint
being dropped concerning his recent at-
tempt, he already concluded .Laura in
his poflefion. He retired early to bed
to digeft his plan; and not being able
to fleep, he tumbled about .till mid-
night, when he was alarmed with a
grating noife at the window beneath
him. He liftened, and fancying he
heard footfteps, arofe, and was proceed-
ing down ftairs with a poker in his hand,
when two men afcending, prefented pif-
tols at him, with threats of inftant death,
- if he alarmed the houfe.

« Am I to be deterred from fpeaking
the truth? faid Frederick: ¢ a truly
virtuous man will proclaim the truth,
amidft an hoft of foes.’

¢ D—n iy glims,’ faid one of the
ruffians, ¢ you are a rumr quiz ; but I
fuppofe he’s dreaming.’

< If
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* If you will tell truth,’ faid the

other, ¢tell us where the old codger
hides his cafl.’ :

~ “Truth,” replied Frederick, * is in-

" variable: the great Stupeo declared
that no circumftance could change its
_effel@ts, and . that it muft be fpoken at
all times.’

¢ Well, out with it then, and no
qualms.’

¢ In love, continued F rederick, with
Jang froid, ¢ we may conceal the truth,
becaufe it is an allowable deception to
deceive a girl to her.own benefit, and
the augmentation of mankind. But,
for the fake of wealth, drofs, trafh,
" rubbifh

¢ D—e,’ cried the firft, ¢you are a
devilifh rum one: only tell us where
we may find the rubbx(h and lels of

- the gab.’
This
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¢ This rubbifh,” cried Frederick
¢ the bane of fociety, the caufe of all
unnatural accumulations, of all the
miferies of fuffering man; what s
this to truth, eternal and immutable
truth ¥

¢ Blow his brains out,’ faid the rob-
ber, ¢ if he don’t inftantly tell us where
the poffibles be.’ . . ,

* We are not to be compelled to
{peak truth,’ faid Frederick ; ¢ we fhould
fpeak it for its own fake, and not to
avoid any evil, or to promote any inde-
- pendent- good: for inftance, I could
now, to avoid the evil you threaten,
tell you that in the front parlour there
are bank notes to.the amount of fifty
pounds, and that would fatisfy you ; but |
that is an equivocation, becaufe you afk.
where the money is concealed, implying
all. (Aye! aye! All! all!) Well, that
being the cafe, and an equivocation

Vor. II, -D being

-
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drawn out the -cheft, and emptied its
contents, when Doctor Alogos awak-
ing, began to-call aloud for affiftance,
and- the robbers fwore they would cut’
his throat if he was not filent. At that
inftant Frederick burft into the room,
and one of the thieves fired, but miffed
‘him.. A blow of the poker tore off
the rafcal’s- ear, and fhook his arm fo
rudely, that the piftol .fell to the floor,
- and the Dafor hawing reached a blun-
derbufs, they hurried away, carrying
with. them the notes and cafh, with
which they- filled their- pockets,” fwear-
ing they would fhoot whoever attempted
to follow them,

. ¢ My dear Frederick,’ cried . the
Doélor, embracing him, ¢ you are a
brave fellow, and this favour fhall not
go unrewarded : you may always rely on
my friendfhip.’

.¢ Friendfhip?
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* Friendfhip!’ exclaimed Frederick.
* Has fear clouded your intellefts?
Friendfhip is well enough for boarding-
fchool girls; who are plotting intrigues.
You muft efteem me for my intrinfic
valae, and not becaufe I have done
you a fervice. No man ought to return
favour for favour—that is an old obfot
lete doftrine, done away entirely by the
new political juftice—Hear the great
fentiments of the great Stupeo on fa-
vours:—It may be objefted, faid he,
that a mutual commerce of benefits tends
to increafe the mafs (or cube lump) of
‘benevolent alltion,-and that to increafe
the-mafs of benevolent aftion is to con-
tribute to the general good.: indeed, is
the general good promoted by falfe~
hood, by treating a man of one degreée
of worth, as if he had ¢n times that
worth? or, as if he were in any degree r
different from what he really is? Would . ‘
not the moft beneficidl confequences re-

' D3 fult

e

Ay
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fult from 4 different plan, from my con-
ftantly and carefully inquiring into the
deferts of all thofe with whom I am
connefled, and from their being fure,
after a certain allowance for the infalli-
bility of human.judgment, of being
treated by me -exaltly as they de-
ferved ?' Who can tell the effeis of fuch
a plan univerfally adopted®* ?* ’

« Noteven the profound Stupeo him-
felf,’ faid DoGtor Alogoa. ¢ I'very much
- fear we fhall never arrive at that perfec-
tion: of knowledge, fo as to be fure and
yet uncertain of the quantity of merit:
had that great man lived, he would, no
doubt, have made a barometer, which,
-upon being applied to the obje&, would
inftantly fettle to the exaél degcee of
'worth. - .

* Godwin's Political Juftice, page 86.

h The
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¢ The idea is original,” cried Fre-
derick, ¢ and I am perfuaded he would
have attempted its completion, for mind
in that cafe would overcome matter.—"
Alas! what has the world loft by the
death of fuch a man, who only was ref-
cued from the gallows to be fhotin a
not. O Fortune! what a jilt ‘art thou
to men. of genius and fciences

¢ Noehing more:true,’ faid the Doca
tor, with a figh. * ¢ Here is an end of
our ‘great projeéls of. reformation, for
my. rents come in very flowly, the
wretches declaring.they have a right ta
the ground.rent free, and here I have
loft ive hundred pounds.’

* It is the vile government we.livg
under,’ faid Frederick; ¢ a monarchy
is a mere excrefcence, and a difeafe
in the body of fociety :. the wars it ¢~
cafions, and the lavih revenues by

. Dy which
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which it is maintained, make it unbear-
~able. Ah! if we could fly from its
evils and re-affume the primitive fim-
plicity of mankind—if we could fhake
off all forts of governments, and live
to ourfelves as independent .and rational
beings, we fhould then pay no taxes:
- Laura fhould be my <ompanion, and
Sufan yours: — thert, beneath vine
trees of our own planting, we fhould
fit and talk of love: beneath the date
tree and the olive we fhould fing hymns
of peace, and in the fylvan fhades
fthould we be united in harmony and
celeftial affe@ions. Our children would
promifcuoufly grow up untainted by the
world, and no tyrant {hould violate the
chaftity of our daughters at his impe-
- rious will.” '

"Oh! charming,’ cried the Do&or,
- drefling himfelf.. ¢ Go and wake Laura
inftantly, and before to-morrow’s fun

raifes
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raifes the blue mifts of the lake, we
will be on our journey to this terrefhal .
paradlfe. N

-Frederick, imprefled with equal rap- .
ture at the romantic idea, and repeating
to-himfelf anethemas againft the tyrants
who have debafed unthinking innocence,
he haftened to the chamber of Laura.
He found her half dreffed, having been
alarmed at the cries of her uncle. She
bluthed at being thus expofed to- the
eyes of fo great a philofopher, and
that bluth drove all the tyrants from
the mind of Frederick. He clafped
the fair maid in his arms, and at -that -
moment Doctor Alogos entered to tell
his niece’ the fervice he had received
from the mterpoﬁuon of the virtuous
hero.

Frederick, in {ucb a fituation, would -
bave been confufed if he had not been
a very great man; but_he was arrived

Dj at
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at fo much perfeQion, that he could
. liften to his own praife in the motnent
- he wifhed to perpetrate what with half
mankind would have. rendered him an
‘obje& of deteftation’; but this attain-
" ment could only be acquired by a fteady
attention to all the enlightened doc-
trines of the eighteenth century, and is
- called the bold, unbluthing front of
manly truth. '

Laura rejoiced at the efcape of her
uncle, for her bofom was only too
fufceptible of gratitude, and fhe almoft
forgave the attack upon -herfelf. She,
however, objefled to the plan of
emigration, as a wild-goofe chafe after
happinefs; and the arguments fhe ufed
almoft convinced the Do&or that all
pleafure was ideal, for, as to dates and
olives, not a fingle tree grows in all
North America, which obliged Fre-
derick'to own he meant only figuratite
expreffion.

Frederick
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Frederick was too candid to conceal
his difcourfe with the robbers, and
Doftor Alogos could not refrain ob-
ferving, that, though truth ought to be
fpoken at a]l times, yet, if it coft five
hundred pounds, it was as well to be:
filent.

D6 CHAPTER



60 THE VAGABOND.

CHAPTER III.

“THE INTRODUCTIONOF A VERY GREAT

MAN == MATTER AND SPIRIT DIS-

CUSSED ~~THE RAISING OF THE
DEAD BY NATURI.\L MAGIC.

) THE harmony of the family once
“more reftored, the public good became
again their chief care; but an accident
happened that very much checked their
proceedings. A countryman had been
deteted - offering one of the notes
which had been ftolen, and was carried
: ' before
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before a-Juftice of the Peace, where he
was identified by Frederick and the
Doctor. He pleaded very much in his
own favour, protefting that it was his
firft crime, and that his accomplice had
carried away the whole booty except
that fingle note. '

-<-And how,’ faid:the juftice, ¢ could
you be guilty of fo great an offence
when you could not be ignorant of the -
law?" - '

¢ That be very true, your honour,’
replied the man: ¢ but I did hear Doc-
tor Alogos in his pulpit reading.a great
book of political juftice, which did fay
as how no law ought to punith offenders
for a crime that be done, becaufe as
that it were not likely, pleafe your wor-
fhip, that any man fhould commit the
fame again, and no man ever commit-
ted the fame offence in all its-farcum-
ftances, as.the law do mention. So,

ST ] your



62 THE VAGABOND,

your honour, I thought that I did fee
clear’ enough, that if I did not do the
afltion as the law did forbid, ‘T were not
guilty. Befide, and-more, your honoar,
1 were near ftarving, having loft my
playfe becaufe I would not tend church
on a Sunday, nor work like a neger,
as the Doftor did tell us we all were,
as laboured for the rich; and-fo; your
honour, I had nothing to do but to
~ ftarve, and the day were once, when.I
would have ftarved rather than do a
dithoneft a& :—but Doétor Alogos did
‘tell us that there were no fuch thing as

difhonefty ; that it were all a tale to-

cheat us out of our right; and that
the poor ought to have the lands of the
rich divided: fo, playfe your honour,

I were in a frange quandary, and though .

my heart did mifgive me, I were per-
fuaded to begin with the Dottor, as it
were but proper he fhould pra@ife what
he did preach.’ :

¢ Do€trines
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¢ Doftrines like thefe,” faid the Juf-
tice, ¢ are certainly of the moft perni-
cious tendency, -and, in faft, Doélor
Alogos, this ‘man appears te me  lefs
guilty than yourfelf. You know I mult
commit him (if you profecute, but I.
fhould fuppofe you would not wifh to
appear in fuch a fituation; and I hope
this will be a warning to this fimple man,
and teach him to follow the track of his
fore-fathers.’ )

¢ Such,’ cried Frederick, ¢ is the °
blefled effe@s of property! The great
philofopher Stupeo ufed. to fay, that the
fruitful fource of crimes confifts in one
man’s pofleffing+in abundance that of
which another man is deftitute. This
day gives us a proof of it; for this poor
man would not have attempted the
robbery, notwithftanding the beam of
truth which flafhed on the obfcurity of
his mind, had it not been from want.’

¢ It
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¢ It is not my place,’ faid the -Juftice,
mildly, ¢ to attend to arguments; my
bufinefs is with fa&s; but, for the good
of my countrymen who are round me,
I will obferve, that this is the general
topic of modern reformers, but, like
moft other of their pernicious princi-
ples, it is erroneous. .Thieves, ninety-
nine out of the hundred, are idle and
diffipated, and in general poffefs that in-
genuity which, rightly employed, would
raife them to confiderable eminence.—
- Drunkennefs and luft are their great in-
centives to outrage, and nof the want of
food and raiment, the latter being, with
a very {mall exception, in the power
of every one who is-willing and who
has ftrength to work. It is likewife to
bé remembered, that, in the profefled
fyftem of equality and property, no
man is to enjoy or poflels more than
food and raiment, all elfe being luxury.
It has been urged, that fome have
been ftarved to death for want of en-
couragement,
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couragement, who kad genius.and ta-
lents; but let this be remembered, that
it was owing to their employing thofe
talents in a wrong way. Chatterton,
for inftance, ftarved as an author, but
he might have maintained himfelf well
as a {choolmafter; but, you will fay,
can any man of feeling fpeak fo coldly
of fo great a genius? We will not .
talk . of feeling, but reafon,—~When I
fpeak of Chatterton, I mean it of all
others.  Chatterton knew his abilities,
and he withed to force the world to
acknowledge him at once—but this muft -
always be a work of time. Placing
his whole dependence on one founda-
tion, he was too proud to ftoop from
the . high throne of poetic exaltation;
whereas, had he become a {choolmaf-
ter, he mnight have lived and watched
the progrefls of his produétions to the
climax which awaited them. Again I
would ferioufly obferve, and would: to

heaven. .
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heaven I could be heard by all man-
kind :—this man here accufed of rob-
bery tells you one means of lofing his
place was dilregard ‘of Sunday—-mark
with your own eyes the difference of
thofe who do attend the fervice of
-God and thofe who do net!—I will not
.mention fe&s of religion; but look at
* thofe who pay a reverence to holy
things, fobriety dire€ls their way : they
have no tafte for profligacy; and they
rarely fink into ruin from:'their own
~vices. But let us fee thofe, men who
defpife the formality of church, and
fpend the Sunday in drinking and
gaming : idlenefs and debauchery pow-
erfally feize on the mind in thefe vacant
moments, and thus it is from the cottage
to the manfion that we may in general
draw a man’s moral charafler from his
" attention " to Sunday ; and''we need

none of us look far iound without as.

it were, - perccwmg that even, in the
tranfient
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tranfient profperity of this world, God
has diftinguithed thofe who obey his
commandments.’

The attention of the numerous com-
pany aflembled was arrefted by the ap-
proach of a erowd of people. The poor
labourer was difcharged (for in the in.
terior of the country, juflices of the
peace are éxtremely arbitrary.) . Fre-
derick haftened into the yard, where,
amongf a troop of women and country
people, appeared a thin, fallow com.
plexioned man, with one eye, and a -
large gath on one fide of his face, which
added to the deep gloom of his coun-
tenance a trait of feracity and malig-
nant expreﬂion. -

Fred;rick gazed upon him a few
moments with -a look of furprife.—¢ Is
it poffible,’ cried he, ¢ I behold the
profound and immortal Stupco? Are

you refufcitated, or were you not
- hanged
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hanged nor murdered ?—Can I believe
my eyes '

¢ Itis I, cried the great philofopher
himfelf: ¢ I have efcaped thefe evils by
accident, but I have loft my eye in- the”
caufe of freedom. How, my dear Fre-
_ derick, are you here? How could you !
poflibly efcape the vengeance of tha
glorious night ?* '

¢ Another time,’ an{wered Frederick, !
* J will tell you every thing : but, why
are you deprived of your liberty?—
Have you fallen at Jaft under the gripe
of that many-fanged monfter—the Law?

¢ This is a- mere trifle,” faid Stupeo:
¢ I am accufed of marrying three wives,
and as 1t is not a criminal procefs, 1
fhall efcape with -finding bajl to main-
tain them. So much for the glorious
uncertainty of that profound. abyfs—
the Law.’
¢ But




THE VAGAEBOND. B T

* But is it poffible,” cried Dolor
Alogos, ¢ that you, Sir, the great and
powerful opponent of matrimony, thould
be married o three at once? This ftrikes
me as a contraditton.’

¢ That is, Sir,” replied Stupeo, with
a look of fuperiority, ¢ becaufe you are
but little verfed in the fublime do&rine
of political juftice. Sir, you would
“there find that contradiftions are no-.
thing in the way of truth:—but here
there is no. contradiftion. The excefs
of an evil is always a remedy ; as, for
inftance, when the militia of Europe
fhall exceed the ftanding armies, and
all the citizens become foldiers, the evil
of ftanding armies will ceafe, as the pow-
er of direfting them to the deftrution
of the people will be gone*. In like

#* I believe this is an'obfervation of Hume, in
his Hiftory of England, but only quotmg from
memory, cannot be certain,

manner,
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manner, a man who has three or more
wives may live as fre as though unmar-
ried, for he has only to go to the altar
with any female whom he judges ‘capable
of adding to the ftock of general or re-
falting good.’ '

‘Frederick was ftruck with this pro-
found aigument; and .the company. be-
ing now ordered before the Juftice, he
paufed to refle@ whether, .after all means
were tried of fubduing Laura, he might
not adopt this plan without infringing
the pf'incip\es of liberty.

Door Alegos, who;i had he not
itbibed thie new phitofophy, would
have béen a man of -benevolence,
agreed to pay a flipend for the main-
tenante of the youﬁgwomm at whofe
fuit the great philofopher bhad been
detained, and, proud of having fo. cele-
‘bl.'ated a man for his .gue'it, (thou,gb.at

a ' prefent
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prefent a litdle in- difordef) he invited
him to the manfion-houfe. -

Laura ftarted with {urprife at the fight
of fo fhocking a being in-human form,
and not being able to difcern the
wondrous patriot beneath his unfeemly
habit (for females -are ftrangely im-
~prefled by exteriors), fhe concluded it
one of the robbers of her uncle, and
fcarcely knew whether to, tun away or

ftay.

The name of Stupeo, which fhe had
often heard, arrefted her attention, and
when fhe gazed more minutely on the
mafter, fhe ceafed to wonder at the
eccentricities of the fcholar.,

When they were feated and refrefh-
ed, the Doftor inquired in what fate
Stupeo had found the people of Eng-
land in his excurfions? —¢ In what -

' fate !’
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ftate!’ cried he, <« why, abfolutely
ftarving and undone: the whole coun-
try is in a rapid confumption; and no
efforts of man can fave it. I may fay,
without vanity, I have done my endea-
vours. 1 have bad twelve illegitimate
children, but not one of them could
bear the air of this foggy climate. I
have had three wives, but. ftill the
people decreafe—population is rapidly
declining. "What with emigration and
the prevailing tafte for celibacy, I am
convinced this ifland will, in a very few
years, become an howling wild, and its
fea fhores a place for fifhermen’s nets.
The fun.of fcience is baftening Weft-
ward from thefe benighted lands, and it
becomes every rational man to follow its
beams.’

" < 1 have long meditated on the. fub-
je&,’ faid the Dofor: ¢ I would not
proceed rathly, but I find the people

of
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of this  country fo tenacious in thefr
fupport of an old rotten conftitution,
fo wedded to old prmclples,.that we are
thwarted at ‘every motion by fome crofs
accident, and they are fuch grofs fools,
that the moft palpable fa&s they i invert
* to contrary tendencnes.

¢ I amon flre,’ cried Frederick: ¢I-
am.determined ‘to breathe a freer air;
and let me tell you, the man who re-
mains voluntarily in a defpotic country
lends his countenance and fupport to the
meafures.of that country.’

In the evening, Stupeo and Frederick
took a walk, when the latter requefted .
his tytor to. ‘inform him of the accidents
he had met with fince their firlt fepa~
ration, their mceting in London having
been fo momcntary, and their minds
. fo employed on great’ ‘exploits, that
they had no time for private relations.

VorIll” © E I
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¢ It would be impoffible,’ faid Stupeo,
¢ to detail all the aftions I have engaged
in; I muft therefore briefly enumerate
them in a fort of catalogue. The life
of a philofopher ought to be' perpetually

_ changing.—Firft, then, I was appointed

\

tutor to f_'ome, young ladies, one of
whom ¥ took a fancy to (for I am not
very difficult of choice), and the father

baving ‘ptevented me Ffrom ftarving,

it was impoffible I could do lefs than
inftruét his daughter in the new philo-
fophy of political juftice. He was,
however, fuch a bigot to the old fchool,
that he kicked me out of his houfe,
and I romained for fome time nearly

Rar_ved when T had an undeniable right |

to dine at the richeft table in the king-
dom. A trifling forgery I had been in-
" duced to commit, not for any purpofe of
l'clf.mtere(t that would havé been mo-
rally wrong, but merely to take a. litde
from the fortune of a man who wallowed
in wealth he could not confume, was the

' " means
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means of introducing me to the cells of
"Newgate: fuch is the prefent deteft~
able fyftem fencing round property,
with capital punifhments, fo -that it is
next to impoffible to reduce the horrid
amafiments of wealth into more equat
channels. ‘

¢ After I was fhot and trod down, I
lay fome time infenfible, whena fur;
geon’s man dragged me into a bye alleyy -
and whipping me into a fack, carried
.mé to his mafter’s- diffe@ting-room.«=
Having prepared himfelf for a grand
experiment, he was furprifed to find
that I was not wholly dead, and ap-
plying fome . powerful Rxmulams, 3 ¢
opened my eyes. :

* T was aﬁonifhed to fee, ftooping ovet
me, an haggard figure, drefled in ‘a
brown ftuff gown ftreaked with blood;
in a belt hung a parcel ‘of inftraments,
and round the room were various pré-

Ez ‘parations

S
~
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parations of anatomy, with faws and
fkeletons hung upon nails. I inclined
my eyes to fee my own fituation:—a
wet. cloth bound my head,” and- 1
found that 1 was lyirig naked upon a
farge table clotted with morfels of fkin :
and fleth. I fancied myfelf in the In-.

quifition. '

. ¢ Fiends!’ faid I, ¢ is this your way
of -promoting your fuperftitions? You
would make me believe the immortality
of the foul; but matter is eternal—and
as to the foul, it is like the fap in ve-
getables, when it leaves one form, it
goes to imprefs motion on another: it
is a bundle of ideas perpetually chang-
ing, and never is the fame two mo-
ments together, and yet this fleeting
fomething you would make me believe
is immortal.”
¢ Are you. an atheift ?* faid the fur-
geon. .., . T
e . ¥ No;
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¢ No,’ cried 1,1 am ho atheift, I am
a new philofopher.. Helvetius fays, he
is no atheift who fays that motion is God,
becaufe, in fa&t, motion is incomprehen-
Jfible, as we have no clear idea of i,
as it- does not manifeft itfelf but by its
effe€ls, and laftly, becaufe by it all things
ar¢ performed in the univerfe.” -

¢Then you call motion God —* Cer-
tainly,” faid I, ¢ becaufe it is intompre-
henfible.’ ' '

* Then whatever is incomprehenfible
is God P—But, what do you fay of the
caufe of motion ?

¢ That muft be motion itfelf, becaufe- - -
pafive power cannot aft, and aflive
power is aftion or motion.’

He took a lancet, and making a flight
incifion in my thigh, dropped upon the
part a few drops of elixir, which threw.

- Eg3 me
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- me into fuch intolerable pain/, that [
flarted on my legs and made at him like
afury, .

¢ Is it a Deity,’ eried he, ¢ that aéls
on you? You are under fome firange
impreffion. —~ Do you comprehend the =
caufe of your motion ¥ ‘

"¢ That fluidy’ faid I, ¢ has cut tomjr
foul, and ftimulated my nerves. to a con-
vulfive motion.’ L g

“ How fay you? What thén is metion
_mechanical! 1f fo, how is motion Goed?”
But, do you comprehend the reafon why.
this elixir ran like fire to your brains?’
—*No.” Not comprehend it? Why,
then this elixir is your God: it is an
incomprehenfible caufe of incomprehenfible:
motion.” v '

¢ 1 might reply in the words of Mr.
_ Huma,’ faid I;:—* If you do not believe

as
\
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| as I do, 1 'muft confels I can reafon
_ with you ne longer. Bus, however,!

cantinned I ¢ to-give you a clear idea.of . -

this grand dofrine of motian :<~ Thes
intéynal, organization of abfirat prin-

ciples coming, in.conta®t with tangible

fubftances, forms a . concatenation of

refulting con&:qt\crxcca, demqn&mmg

the paysrs of loco,, impinging, motion,,

elplting from the chance arrangement,
of ponderous. hadies, fubfiding in can-

cofled maffes, and aﬂ'ummg a form in
NAGHQLT T Ty

. My dear Sl!‘,,, cned the furgeon,
“ Lcan form no clear xdea of your in-
comprehenfible difconrfe, and yet I fhould
not take you for a Deity—at lealt you.~
muﬁ be one in dlfgmfe :

‘* You muﬁ aﬂow, howevcr: " faid I, -
« that.ghance has produced gvery thmg,
and dlre&s 9vcry thmg S

3
A B -

'E4 - ¢ So
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¢ So far the contrary, that chance
produces nothing, and cannot diref
any thing : -this elixir afted on fyou'as
it would on a thoufand others. + What
appears chance to us is only an ‘invifi-
ble caufe, of which we fee the effe@.
In fome cafes we may trace up the ef-
fefts to a great Firft Caufe, who muft,
from our. very nature, be to us incor«
. prehenfible; but not for -that réafor
- non-exiftent, or, on the contrary, be-
caufe many things poffefls this ane attri-
bute to us, are we to call them Deities?
Fer if {fo, every phénomenon of nature
would become a Deity, and the philo-
fopher of the eighteenth century ‘would
- have more gods than the ancxent hea-
i thens
I faw by thefe arguments that he was
fo wrapped up in the milis of the old
fchool, that it was no ufe “attemptirig
his reformation, and finditig 1 wa¥' nét
- in the lnquxﬁuon, I rejoiced at having
Eo efcaped
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efcaped the mufkets of the foldiers and
the fangs of Jack Ketch; nor for my
own fake, that was out of the queftion,
but for the fake of univerfal man,

After my recovery, with the lofs of
an eye, I lived fome time with this ana-
tomift, being frequently employed. rajf-
ing the dead, which to me was a matter,
of indifference, becaufe I knew that all
things in nature were merely modifica-
tions of the fame matter, there being no
" differehce between a patrid.carcafe and
a barik of violets, except in the percep-.
tion of our ideas.

’.Ihe ‘ furéeon' frequently . im_xelntedJ
the neceflity there was for this barbarous
pralice, as he called it.—* Were.we al-
lowed,’ faid he, ¢ all unclaimed bodies
which die in hofpitals, all. malefaélors,
of every_ defcnpnon, and 4lt ﬁncxdcs‘
we fhould not need to diffurb “the: re-
pofe of facred bodxes, whof;,..plam

- - E 5 - affedtion
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affeftion laments and vifits, when per-
baps they have been mangled to pieces
in our le€ture room, or fold piecemeal,
at fixed prices, like butchers’ meat, to
any perfon®*, The diffe@ion of fuicides
would be a greater preventive to the
a8tion ‘tharr all the laws of felo .de fe,
becaufe the plea of infanity would not
abrogate the cgnfequence.’

My praflice of plundering the
church-yards at the moft folemn hours,
under- danger of dete@ion, and what
was worfe, undef the fear of infe@ion-
from difeafes nearly advanced to putref-
cence before the interment; to break
open a ¢offin, and carry in my arms a

# It is a known fa, that every part: of the
Kuman body bas a cegular price. No- perfon cam
dany the neceffity of difle@tions, but as at prefent
cgnduéled, they are a difgrace and an outrage on
fncwty s=r-nox are the jefty and levity of fome of the
young furgeons becomsing, oves the bodyof an hu~
: 'ﬂﬂﬂé e
b naked



THE VAGABOND. 83
naked hody, whofe fcent was fuffi-
cient to ferment .a, plague, was an unw
dertaking that required all the refolution
of philgfophy, and fitted me for the
event of any revelution or comjuftion
of natures .

T T TR I '

One day I obferved to Dr. Cuticle,
that it was to, me a plain demonftraiion
from the: fira&ture of the animal ceco-
nomy, and its tendency to putrefcence;
that it was-)ike qvery; other material fuh-
ftance 5. thét the derangemeny-of any one
part. pﬁ"e&mg an immaterial, xmpalpable
. fomething; called the foul, was a.grols
bigotry:; far, were. thg: fonl an’immor-
tal fpirit, it could ngt be affefied’ by
matter—it could not feel pain.in -dif-"
eafe.—He rephed -

‘ Place a.map in perfett health ina -
circular. room, glazed round, fome of

the windows fhall be BYEEn, fome red,
and. fome blug: you will' grant that
' - E6 “in
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in looking through thefe windows he
- will fee objefls of different colours and
fhades, but yet his own fight fhall be
clear and perfe&. I the windows ar€
dirty, he will fee obje@s obfcure; and
if they are painted black, the farround-
ing fcenes will to him be invifible ; fo
the human foul, placed in the body,’hke
the man id the room,’ can receive no
external impreflion but ' thréugh ‘that
body. His reafonings will take various_
thades—his ‘paffions: and’ aﬂ"eatohs wilk
be varioufly’ combined : “ but’ this does
not deduce from his perfe@ion as a‘man;
but proves that the’ foul 'may be immor-
tal; and yet obligtd 1o partake of . ev'ery
accldem ‘which touches ox‘ a&s upbn 1ts
habnauon oo e

To this I replied—¢ Modern philofo-
phers define the foul to be an irhma-
terial fubftance, in the firi& ufe!of the

~ term, fignifying a fubflance that ‘has mo
extmﬁon of any kmd nor-any thing of
. the
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the ‘vis inertia that belongs to matter: it
has neithier length, breadth, nor thicknefs,
fo that it occupies no portion of fpacey
en which “accouft the moft rigorous
metaphyficians -fay, that it bears no
fort.6f rélation to {pace: any more than
found“dbés to ‘the eye, or light to the
ear! in fa&l; that fpirit and fpace have
nothing to dowith one another, and it
is evén:‘itmproper to fay.an immaterial
beéing exifts in fpace, ot ‘that it refides
in one place-more than another, for,*
propefly’ fpeaking, it is no where, but -

has 4" ‘itiode of exiftemce ‘that cannot .

be expreffed by 'phrafeology appro-
pnated to the: modes m which - matter
extftd®? ovian a0 syl o

4

g

Cuticie bowed profoundly at thls ob-
fervation—* You have provcd t0 a de-
ﬂxonﬁfat"ron in words,” faid he, ¢ that
we haVe‘ no. fout: to anfwer you in

BN CIRY A% \)A(u I T "‘.-’ v G or= .

h *&mfme akd Spisit, vol. i, page 94:;
'uuh on words
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words would be an eafy matter. " I'muft:
confefs that modern philofophy has
fomething in it fublimely unpintelligible:
it is like the definition, you have given,
a fubfiance withous fubflance,. 3 cube long,
‘broad, ‘and, wide, “hut eccupying ne
place, and has no more relation to
‘reafon and, fepfe, than, nothing has to
fomething, and fomething to nothing. It
is‘eyen improper. to fay. philefophy, ¢x-~
_ifls gny where, o that it is kere more-ghan;
~ there, far, properly fpeaking, it is np

| fuch thing : s mode of exiflence cannot

be exprefled in any language 'ytterable
by the:hyman tangue. Such an argg-
" mént as this way be applied to any thing;
and would dxfprove the exiftence ofngbe
‘whole univerfe.’

So faymg, he tumed away to éiii'fpc
fome anatomigal prcparation, and 1-faw
cleax nough that, we, have. no, fouls
at all. — My prefent employ was not
congemal ‘to .oy ‘defire:.of . benofiting

- - mankind.
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mankind. I'was like a gem hid in the
mud, and I refolved to quit my fitva-
tion. ~Indeed, the houfe-maid had
been a little troublefome, for in teach-
ing her fome of Monro’s anatomical
comparifons, we were naturally led
from theary to pralice, for fhe had
fo miuch of the ‘modern fpirit of in- -
quiry, that fhe frequently attended
diffe&ions promifcuoufly with the other
fex*. ‘. R

I rambled over great part of the
country under different profeffions, and
gained a great deal of money*from a
certain medicine that was an infallible
cyre while I ftaid in the town. Where-
ever I went I diffeminated the new
do&rine of univerfal emancipation ; I
made many converts from religion, and
taught the ignorant peafant to read

*® One of the parfuits pointed out to females :
vide Rights of Women,

the
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the great book of Nature. I may fay
that mankind are infinitely obliged to
me for the knowledge of various. griev-
ances they never {fo much as. dreamed
of till I pointed thém out. .

¢ My dear mafter,” faid Frederick,
¢ you.are a martyr to your virtues;
but here you may reft for a time.

CHAPTER

—— i —
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*  CHAPTER " 1V.

THE -FORMATION OF THE WORLD==
{ VANBTRARQE- EVENT RESULTS FROM
© ‘A-BOLI®XCAL LECTURE, WHICH D18s-
"6USTS THE -PHILOSOPHERS. WITH-
i 8GOIETY! . . B

el ! RENT:

THE Tollowing day Frcdenck 3n the .
gardcn,"mformed his tutor' with his
paffiéh for Laura; ‘that he debated with
himfelf as to the refulting good, and
~ found' a ‘fort of hefitation"ta ufe her
with too'much violence.

v - ' <1 wilt
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¢ I will let you into a myftery,’ faid
_ Stupeo. ¢ The ‘great mafs of man-
kind are fools, and no better than the
callous fod on which we tread. It is
the part of the great men_and philofo-
phers to mould ‘them as they pleafe;
and when we have fhaken off the in-
fluence of every thing called prmcnple,
are fatisfied we have' no portion in eter-
nity, and that the fable of an avenging
Deity is an old woman’s tale, what
pawer, I afk, can control us? We be-
come almof}. too .great: far. the: world ;
‘ind feems., to-sife- fuperies to; maiter ;
csime, begomes., nathing ;. all that men
call murder, inceft, luft, and erueby; is
triﬂing, not more, in fa&, than chang-
ipg the form, of paffive matter,-ox 6§
ting down the trees of the foreft ;. for,
remember we cannqt dg ﬁrqy‘ any thing;,
we only change its form: and {yppofe
a woman dies under our hands, her
death makes room for another;' the
: fame
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fime as plucking a turnip makes room
for the planting, of a cabbage.’

¢ I feel,’ cried Frederick,’.* 1 feel |
am now free. 1 fhall render my nama
immortal, for no human tie-——no moral
check fhall ftay the purpofe of my
pawer. But it feetns true, after all, that
a fociety of atheifts cauld. not exift, they
would murder and- bé murdered: no
trufk could be placed upon any man:
the king would affaffinate the man wha
affronted him ; the courtier would affaffi~
nat¢ the manr who oppofed him ; the wife
would affaffinate ber hufband, when dif~ .
appointed in meeting her lover ; no girl
would arrive ‘at the age of maturity;
and the human fpecies would foen bc—
come extin&t.’

¢ And_ what then? faid Stupeo.—

* The fame fpirit which now aBuates
our bodies, muft then actuate fomething
elfe:—you cannot annihilate that fubtle.
8383 -
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gas; and if it does not give motion to
men, it may to fome new fpecies:—
who knows but it may animate the
trees' and ‘plamts with rational facal-
ties*—it would make this world a very
dxﬂ'crent place‘ _
. I fhould like to fee.it,’ faid Frede-
rick.. ¢ Metaphyfits are furely the moft
ufeful of the fciences; but here comes
Laura and the Do&tor. 'We have been
difcourfing,’ continued he, ¢ on matter
and fpirit, and it appears plain that
matter is eternal, and.fpirit mere fer-
mentation.’

¢ I wonder,’” faid the Do8lor, ¢ how
our world was fo admirably formed, un-

. * Let the reader reflet upon this. No;hing is
. annjhilated, though the form may he changed.—

‘What then becomes of the foul ?—Are the laws of
nature fufpended in this one inftance2 If nat, the
foul muft fill exift—vit muft be fomewhege.

lels
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efs it was by the power 6f an omnipo-
tent Being.” .
¢ Our earth; cried Stupeo, ¢ was
once a part of the fun, a molten mafs,
when a large comet bruthing too near
" that luminary, dathed off a conliderable
portion, which flew till the " natural
motion formed it into a {pheriad, and it
began to cool. The atmofphere round
it formed the ocean, and the fri€tion of
this vaft body of waters upon the fcora
- and cinders, which compofed the great
fkeletqn of the world, .formed the fands
of the fea, which fubfided into large
beds, rifing by degrees to the furface,.
where the ation of the fup hardened
the {uperfices. The heat of this lumi.
nary upon the putrid particles of the fea
generated fhell-fith, which are evidently
moft allied ‘to ftone of any animal we
know. :Thefe poflefled the whole of
the ocean for: fome thoufand ages, and-
being, by the gravitation of the earth,
tbrown
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throwm. into large chains of beds, in
the progrefs of time decaying and.ce-
' menting together with the olaginous
fabftance théy contained, the fhells be
¢amé flones, forming mountains. Thus
we' always find fhells in every body of
rock, and on the higheft mountaing.—
Every great change produced a tevolu-
tion, and from the foft flime of fhelly
mountains, vegétables were produced.
This new form of matter decaying and

fermenting, animals, fuch as lions and '

tigers, bulls 'and' monkeys, were pro-
duced. = The latter was. man in his
original ftate. ' It' was fome thoufand
years ‘before he learnt to walk upon his
hind -legs, fome thoufand more before
he pulled of his thaggy coating; but it
is ‘not materjal for me to trace him in
every improvement, till he acquired a
full face from the effe@ts of a change of
climate, and learnt the -articulation of
founds by imitating the babbling of a
brook, for be is to this day a creature

8 " imitating

"t s ————

P
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imitating cvery other’ annﬁkl afid" no-
thing is more clear than that hé wis ori-
gmally an ouran-outang o

“It ﬂnkes me,’ faid ‘Laura, *that you'c
fyflem is a little prepofterous ; -and -one
is led to inquire where you ftood when
the ‘earth was a' liquid ftream 'of melt-
ing fire? But, with' regard to man, 1
would obferve, ‘that had he evér beén a
mere briite animal, he néver would have
changed his nature: he never could
have acqulre& per’fe&ablhty, ‘for we ne-
ver fee the leaft progreffion in animals,
nor are monkeys, at this period; ‘6ne
fingle degree advanced beyond "what
they were three thoufand years ago;
but, ncvcrtbelefs faid fhe, thh a look
of irony, ¢ when one fees fome people,
thcy are apt to acknowledge the rela-
uon!lup, and when' they hear the chat-
ter of jingling, unmeaning fentences,
thqy are’apt to cry out, that the ouran-
outang is the better man,” """

: : ‘ | Stupeo
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Stnpco could not. but feel this fally,
but it was beneath . his . philofophical
metaphyfical dignity. to rcga,g‘d or even
‘reply to this reafoning ofa woman who

of mtelle&.

. Fredcnck oftcn fought an opportunity
to accomplifh hls {chemes, but fought
in vam, the v1gdance of Laura,preclud- '
ing.a poffibility of fuccefs. He more
than once attcmptcd to infufe a drug in-
to her drink; .but whethet fhe fufpeti-
cd bim ar no, fhe. always avoided any
:hmg from his hands which would admit
adultcratlon. . . : .

Peace was aboqt thls ume eﬁablx{hcd
wuh Amcnca, and the whole country
rang with exaltation. During the war,
no one had more execrated the fyﬁem
than the Doé&or, and every le&ure con-
cluded -with an apoﬁrophe to peace.—
He now mounted the pulpit in the’ Hall

N R R ey

£ !
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of Science, (the name of the le&ure
barn) and to proxe that he was a very
great philofopher, could find fault with
every thing, and was ftaunch in all
times and all feafons againft govern-
ment. He declared that the peace was
the moft difgraceful that could poffibly
be made ; that it would not continue a
twelvemonth before we thould be driven
from Canada. He declared, that, like
Milton’s devils, mankind were only
born for rebellion and revolution, - that
all their joy was to riot in deftrution,
murder, and violation,

AA number of foldiers who were re-
turning to their families, hearing thefe
great truths, fwore the Doftor was in-
fulting them. A failor, with one leg,
threw a crab cudgel at the head of the
Door, which narrowly efcaped him.
Frederick leaped upon a bench, vocifor-
ating, © Citizens! the caufe.of all man-

Vor. II. F kind
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kind is involved in this difpute: we
qught to. know whethor thele vagahonds
are to infult us in our halls, and: in
our temples. Truth is facred, and I
will fpeak it, though. aleglon of fpies
were around me.’ -

¢ Citizens:!* roared out Stupeo, ¢ you
are under military government; the
Philiftines are upon us; the freedom
of fpeech has departed, . and you are all
flaves, bound in chains, and rivetted by

your. own.fupinenefs.” -

Anarchy and confufion now reigned
in-the.Hall. The benches werebroken
in.pieces, and ferved:for-clubs. A del-
perate: battle.enfued, as fome-few of! the
country people flood by the Do&or;
but they were foon completely- drub-
" bed, and fled in différent. routes, Doe-
tor Alogos- and his- two companions
found a. temporary fhelter m the man-

ﬁon,




THE VAGABOND. - " 99

fion, and, to their utter aftorifkment,
faw their principal hearers tiie moft

violent.

¢« What fhall be done? cried the
Doé&or, trembling moft philofoptically
¢ This enraged’ beaft, this many-headed
monfter will devourus.”

« Reverence the divine majefty of a
mob,” cried Stupeo; ¢ al their motions-
poflefs energy, and all their attions juf-
tice. This is a mere momentary fer-
mentagion, the effervelcence of popular
frenzy, and will fubfide into a delight-
ful calm,’ ’ '

¢ But what are we to do in t‘he‘me’an-'
time ? We fhall Be murdered !’

¢ A mere trifle; my dear Doftor;—a
mere re-modification of matter.’

Fa ‘A “re-

1R2728



100 THE VAGABOND.

¢ A re-modihcation of the devil: I
don’t at all like this.’

¢ Itsa d—d ariftocratical church-and-
king mob,’ cried Frederick. ¢ I have
been to talk to them, but they are deaf
to the voice of reafon: they are increaf-
ed by a number of market-women, who
vow vengeance againft Stupeo for his
three wives, and the Do&or for his kept .
miftrefs. This is no republican mob,
. infpired with the divine frenzy of liber-
ty and equality.

¢ Oh! curfe it,” cried Doftor Alogos,
¢ they feem to-have liberty enough;
they are treading down my fine flower
garden like an herd of {wine: there
go all my exotic fhrubs! — I believe
they ate a troop of Goths and Vandals,
who pay no regard to {cience.’

~ ¢ There is your whole congrcgatioﬁ I
‘ cried
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cried Laura, weeping. ¢ My dear uncle,
they are all gone mad; they are talking
about rights and liberties, and deﬁroy-
ing every thing before them.’

¢ Let us- defend ourfelves,’ cried ,

Frederick, running to the front window.
¢ Citizens !’ cried he, ¢ is it thus you
abufe your friends ?*

¢ Fnends!’ fhouted a _countryman,
¢ there be no fuch thing as friend(hip.
Equality for ever!—and down with the
Doétor!’ Frederick immediately fired
a fowling-piece, loaded with fmall fhot.
A volley of flones was returned, which
broke half the windows in front, and
dathed out one of the orator’s teeth.—
Stupeo inftantly advanced, with a blun-
derbufs, which he fired, and checked
the fury of the mob for an inftant ; but
the -foldiers leading the attack, {wore
they would murder man, woman, and

Fg = child,
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child, and burn the houle to the
ground.

. Not a moment was to be Joft in this
cafe of extreme neceffity; and Fre-
- derick even debated whether the refult-
ing good did set requine bim to jain the
mob, and aid them in the deftru@ion
of property. All the Doftor’s cabimet
of natural hiftory was deftroyed; his
fine library made a bon-fire, and his
clegant manfiop was reduced 10 alhes,
amidft the fhouts of liberty and equa-

lity, )
. The fugitives found fhelter in the
houle of a neighbouring, gentleman,
who faved them {rom the madnels of
the mob,~ ¢ For me,’ cried Frederick,
¢ ] an) determined not to remain ano-
ther week in this vile ifland, where there
is not one fingle {park of liberty and na--
tiopal {pirit remaining,’

¢ What
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¢ What do you caH this i” -demanded
the Do&or: ¢ I think it’s llberty fufhi-
cient to burn a man’s houfe about his
ears.’

¢ But that muft have been a mob
hired by tre goverament,’ faid Stupeo:
* bad it beem a republican mob, . it
would have been a different thing ; we
frould then have had a fine dlfp}ay of
rational principles.’

K All' mobs,’ faid the gentleman, ¢ are
afike, whatever mame you may give
them. Mifchief is theit only defires
plander the only-obje. To theit leads
ers they area fubjedt of perpetual ‘dread.
For my part, 1 would rather live under
a 'l'urkith balhaw, or in a-country un-

dermartial law, than in a revolutionary -

country governed by mobs.’

© For this reafon,” faid Stupeo\, ¢ you
are a-man of propersy, but, for a than
Fga without
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without any property, the latter is pre-
ferable, as it renders, in a fummary
way, the accumulations of wealth.’

«-But then,” anfwered the gentleman,
¢ you are not one moment fure of your
plunder —a flronger man may tear it
from you, and, like a worm caught by
a chicken, the whole flock will in turn
catch it from each other, till it is either
pulled in pieces, or gulphed down by
fome one at the hazard of choaking.’

* But that has nothing to do with.
liberty,” cried Frederick. ¢ All riches,
‘and efpecially hereditary riches, are to
be confidered as the falary of a finecure
office, where the labourer and the manu-
faéturer perform the duties, and the
principal fpends the income in luxury
and idlenefs. Hereditary wealth is in
reality a premium paid to idlenefs, an
immenfe annuity expended to retain
mankind in drutality and ignorance, by

‘the




THE VAGABOND. 105

the want of leifure (or time to be idle.)
 The 7ich are furnithed indeed with the

means of cultivation and literature, but

they are paid for being diffipated and in-

dolent. The moft powerful means that

malignity could have invented, are em~

ployed to prevent them from improving

their talents, and-becoming ufeful to the -
public®.’ ' '

¢ You have made a very long fpeech,”
faid the gentleman, ¢ on a very fhort
fubje&t; al you have faid amounting to
this, that the poor are ignorant, becaufe
they have not leifure to be idle, and -
the rich are ignorant, -becaufe they are
. paid to be idle ; fo that, in fat, all real
knowledge centres in yourfelf; and I
have very little doubt, but, in your
eyes, all the reft of mankind are
little more than. ideas, or at beft ma-
chines.’

* Godwin's Political Juftice, page.80g.
" Fj ¢ I will
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. ¢ I will prave it by.a demonftrable
- . argument,’ cried Stupeo, '

¢ They are very deftruftive ideas
* then,’ faid Dofor Alogos. * To fay
the truth, I am become quite fick of
fociety, and all human nature together.
I will go and bury myfelf in the wil-
dernefls of America, where no mob
will burn my houfe and deftroy my
library.’

¢ Oh{* eried Frederick, ¢ there the
peop]c are free ;—there the fpirit of
truth fought with irrefiftable energy:
rcpubhcans always ﬁgbt with double
ardour.’

¢ En_tbuﬁafm,’ faid the gentleman, ¢ is
no proof of either truth or juftice ; bue
it is certain to infpire a defperate {pirit
in thofe who feel it, let the caufe be li-
berty, religion, rebellion, revenge, plun-
der, or what not ; though it is very well
) S ‘to
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to afcribe to the juftice of the taufs
what in fa@ is only dué to the intox=
icating enthufiafm of attaining a point.
Reveige in geteral infpites revolutions.
The pecple feel the evils they fuffer uns
der; they forget that a change moft
probably wilt bé for thie worfe; andte -
be réverniged oh dne fet of mien, they bes .
coitie flaves of atiother: 1 believe there
never yét happened a révolution, where

~the thén living genheration did not feél
-aecumitlated ill, atid the benefit to the
next ¥s very doubtful. Time and the
natural itprovemenit of the hurian
mind gradually introduces reform, and
in our own conftitution we find always
foie frifié to improve; and it is well -
known, that at this moment we enjoy
moré redl hbcrty than any of our ancef-
tors ; for in the days, called the goldeii
days of good Queen Befs, did not flie
- grant fo many monopolifing patents,
that a geitleman demanded, in the
: F6 Houlfe,
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Houlfe, if there was not going to be a
patent for felling bread.’

The next day the Doflor began to
arrange his plans of emigration, pro-
curing all the infoermation he could of
that dele&able country, where poor peo-
ple live better than the rich; where pro-
vifions are {o plentiful, you have money
to take them away; where more is paid
to mechanics for their labour than the
articles fell for ; where there are no
taxes, and where the. travellers bundle
with the daughters of the family, ~ -

- Frederick felt his enthufiafm ‘rife at
this defcription, and determined to ac-
company the Doftor to Philadelphia,
one of the fineft and moft regular cities
in the world.~¢ It is there,’ faid he,
¢ we {hall begin to breathe on the broad
balis of truth and reafon ; there all the
puerile diftintions of religion and

: country
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country are unknown, and man is re-
fpeéted for his géod qualities.’

Laura raifed many obje@ions to the
fcheme, and Sufan abfolutely refufed to
truft herfelf in a foreign country with-
out being married. Thas the Do&tor
was under a philofophical neceffity of
complying with a fuperftitious cuftom;
and he could not refrain obferving,
that if he would have fubmitted to matri-
mony before, he might have married a
lady of education and fortune, and not
an ignorant pert baggage, who afflumed
the airs of a lady, without the qualifi-
cations.

The eftate and ruins of the manfion
being fold, the Doftor determined to
fet out without putting in his claim to
the damages he could demand from the
county, '

Frederick for a while fufpended his
) defigns -
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defigns upon Laura, forefeeing, that
when they fhould be fettded in a wils

dernefs, the muft of neceffity be either
" his or Stupeo’s, and he had no doubt
but fhe would ptefer the greater good.

CHAPTER |
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CHAPTER V.

_ REFLECTIONS IN A STORM—THE DE-

_LIGHTS OF PHILADELPHIA — THE
DOCTOR PURCHASES A LARGE ES-
TATE LN KENTUCKY.

A Pleafant gale wafted thefe advenw
turers from the deteftable ifland, where
every thing was conduéled in the worft
manner poffible, and where law and
religion influenced the majority of men.
Their hopes were high, and they dif
courfed and difputed with true meta<

phyfical

>
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phyfical ardour. The reft of the paf-
fengers were mechanics and country-
men, going over to make their fortunes,
and the praifes of America bounded
from one mouth to another.

¢ I am aftonifhed,’ faid a man who
had fold a very good trade to emigrate,
¢ 1 am aftonifhed that any man remains
in Europe, when all the bleflings of life
await him in America. I am going to
purchafe fome. lots of ground in the
great city of Wathington, which will
thortly be the moft magnificent in the
world. All the houfes will be polifhed
free-flone, the moft narrow fireets will
be as wide as Portland Place in London.
Ships already arrive there, and the city
will be the emporium of commerce:
I underftand that it already makes a
noble appearance.*

_ ¢ A very noble appearance indeed,’
faid the Captain: ¢ the ftreets are all
: laid
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laid out in right angles, upon paper.
The number of workmen and mechanics
employed in building this magnificent
city is truly aftonifhing, they amount
to nearly one hundred and fifty. " But
the chief advantage attending this city
is, that it. is contiguous to the eftates of
the Prefident.’

¢ You fpeak,’ faid the paflenger, ¢ as
if you were an Englifhman, and wifhed
to difcourage new fettlers, I fuppofe
you are jealous of others partaking in-
the pleafures of your country.

¢ Very far from it,’ faid the Captain.
¢ I am amufed with the golden dreams
of emigrants, who expe& to find filver
crows in America ; and I can affure you
what I tell you of Wathington is li-
terally - true, and more than that, it
never will be finithed, on account of
the local and ‘multiplied inconveniences
around it.’ .

¢ But



114 THE VAGABOND.

<-But how comes 'it,‘ {aid the other,
¢ that fuch advertifemments are.inferted
in the newfpapers P

¢ How*comes it,” faid the Captain,
you puff off any articke you with to
difpofe of ?—Do you think- it is nacural
for a man who has difcovered a troaw
fure, to call all the world to fhare it
with him? This very reafon ought to
" deter people, if they were not mad:
they might be certain,. if America was
that happy land held out to them by
-defigning men, all the vagabvads ia
. Europe would not be invited to its

bowers.” :

After they had failed many days be-
fore a fair wind, the heavens became
fuddenly oblcured ; black clouds em-
battled over the deep, which hiffed in
rifing breakers againft the fhip’s fide.
Sudden {qualls furrowed the dark ba-
fom of the ocean, and threatened ta

tear
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tear the fatls from the yards. All-hands
were ordered to work; the fails were
furled, the yards. -ftriuck, the pumps
cleared, and every preparation made
for a Rorm.’

. ¢ My dear Doflor,” faid Frederick,
in the cabin, ¢ now we fhall behold a
grand difplay. of magaificent fcenery ;
we fhall fee Nature in a rage, and ad-
mire the terrific features of her coun-
tenance.’ -

¢ I hope not,’ faid the Doflor; *I
have no curiofity to behold the bottom
of the terrible fca, to be hacked in
pieces by the fword-fifh, fmothered in
the embraces of polypu'ﬁ'es, or devour-
ed by aligators.’ . '

A true philofopher,” cried Stupeo,
¢ will behold the combuftion of elements
with tranquillity ; he would not tremble
were all the human race {gattered round

his
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his feet with a blaze of lightning; though
the clouds were to become ignited and
flame around his head; though the con-.
cave vault of the heavens was to be-
come red-hot; though the earth was to
diffolve with fulminations beneath his
feet, and parting nature to mix in chao-
tic confufion, yet would he ftand firm
and undifmayed :—fuch” are the effefls
of real philofophy.’

At that moment a loud crafh of thun.--
der burft over them, and rattled to a _
diftance in various dire&ions.

¢ The devil take it,” cried Stupeo, -
¢ that’s a horrid fmafh; the wind howls
like an hundred wolves in a foreft hung
with fnow. The fea thumps againft the’
veflel as if it would break in the tim-
bers. - After all, men are very foolifh
to truft themfelves fo far from land in
an egg-thell.’ ‘

¢ It

-




THE VAGABOND. 117

* Itis notﬁing.. but an idea,” faid
Laura. ¢ What, are you frightened at
your own ideas?’

¢ I am fearful,’ faid the Doftor, ¢ that
. even Mr. Hume muft allow this florm
to be fomething more than idea.’

<1 fhall go on deck,’ faid Frederick:
¢ I am like an Englifhman fo far, that -
I am only afraid when I don’t fee the
danger.’

¢ I will go with you,” faid Laura; |
¢ the fhip trembles fo much I cannot
fie.’

It was with difficulty they could pro- &
ferve themf(elves from falling, by grafp-
ing the hatchway; but the fcene that
prefented was the moft terrible fublime, -
One univerfal canopy of black clouds
feemed to unite the ocean with the |
heavens, and the rain poured down in -

fuch
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fuch torrents,. that. they might. be faid
to be overwhelmed in water; through
this, the vivid flafhes of lightning
played at leifure, dancing on the moun-
tainous: billows, and giviag. to the
rvidges of rolling waves, whicln tumbled
over each other as if comtending in' a
race, the momentary appearance of
melting gold. The thunder was fo
mear,, that it appeared rather furround-
ing than abave them, and.the whole was
a promifcuous confufion of fire and
" water, the waves refle@ing and refra&-
ing the variegated lightnings in every
~ dire@ion.

¢ Oh! great Creator of the univerfe,’ .
faid: Laura, atear of piety: ftarting from
her eye; ¢ Oh! that man would ac-
knowledge thy pewer, for what prevents
that thow fhouldft at this~_moment_-. de~
firay. the- whole earth; and- expunge. it
from thy prefence for thie crimes-of its

people.!’
o - ¢ Surely,’
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* Surely,’ faid: Frederick, ¢ this.ismore
tham iden :—there mauft be an omnipo-
tent Being; notwithffanding Mr. Hume
and Stupeo, Wiere this ftorm. the pro-
‘duétion of chance, it might continue, it
naturally would continue for.ever, and
overwhelm creation.’

¢ Change!’ repeated Laura: ¢ How
bes it happened. that this whole glabe has
neyer- deviated. fromr its orb? Why do
not the planets.leave their harmonic cir- -

cles and dath each- other ta. pieces?— ‘

Harmony is not an attribute of chance, -
for the very word chance. implies con-
fufion. ' Suraly, had. not. fome. infinite
Being; whonywe:fhouldtremble to name,
given. them their motions, they. never
could have:continued within their orbit.
But. man, weak- and, filly man, denies
Providence and: miracles, becaufe Pro.
vidence is not every day working mira-
cles to.provide him.a dinner.’

¢ That
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¢ That peal of thunder feemed to me
to fhake the foundations of the uni-
verfe,’ faid Frederick :—¢but yéu look
quite compofed, Laura—are you~ not
frightened ? .

¢ I am indeed,’ faid fhe, ¢ very much
frightened, but I am not difmayed. —
*Tis true ] am a weak woman, but I
- look beyond thefe heavy and fulphur-
ous clouds, to a Deity who knows the
weaknefs of his creatures, and can, in
his omnipotence, as well prote& me as
a world.’

¢ But do you think,’ faid Frederick,
¢ that he regards at all the a&tions of
human - beings? If he did, why in the
fhipwreck of aveflel thall perhaps every
man be drowned, except the moft exe-
crable villain amongft them?

¢ Becaufe that the good and the bad

 are {o connefted, that a ftorm cannot
_ : fall
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fall upon one without touching the
other, and to a good man drowning is
a very trifling evil. '

« How fo? You fpeak now like a
philofopher. Isita trifle to be anni-
hilated to felf-confcioufnefs, to lofe all
the pleafures of life, and become no
more than the ftone or vegetating

thrub ?

¢ Indeed,” anfwered Laura, ®if. fuch
are your fentiments, death is to you
the moft tremendous of evils—you muft
fhudder at the idea, and to fecure your-
felf fome paultry, tranfient gratifica-
tions, perpetrate unnumbered crimes.
But, amidft this ftorm, when the next
moment may whelm us bencath the
deep, fee how calm a woman can be,
whofe mind is afted upon by the cheer-
ing hopes of religton, and who expeéts
hereafter to live to a beatified eternity.’

“Vou, II. G ¢ But
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¢ But I have no ideas of fuch a ftate,
and we know that the vylgar notion of
an heaven above us cannot phyfically
be true.’ :

¢ And why not?* faid Laura:—<you
will tell me perhaps, that beyond our
fyftem there are other {yftems, and be-
yond thefe others, reaching to diftances
furpaffing comprehenfion. But, is fpace
bounded by our imagination, or is all
fpace filled with fyftems? Beyond all
thefe fyftems may there not be a fur-
rounding fpace, where every idea of
heaven may be realifed, where new re-
gions of inconceivable formation and
glory may exift, for who fhall limit the
Supreme? Even fuppofe all fpace to
be filled with f{yftems and worlds, may
not thefe ftars be fo many different pa-
radiles, fitting the difpofition of differ-
ent {pirits ?* ' )

¢ Thefe




THE VAGABOND. . 133

"¢ Thefe things,’ faid Frederick, ¢ may
not be impoffible ; but they are very con-
trary to the doftrine of the great Stu-
peo. What a grand fcene is he lofing !—
I will go and call him.’

The ﬁorﬁ) now raged. with fuch vio-
lence, ‘that the fhip was given to the

winds, driving between the furrows of .

the ruthing waves. The great Stupeo

laid upon the cabin floor, uttering the

moft horrid execrations—fwearing that
all hell was broke loofe, and that the
black demons of the air were running
the fhip into the clouds. '

¢ That’s a very fublime idea,” faid
Erederick, ¢ but I hope not literal, for
if there be an hell,. what will become
of us?

¢ O God!’ cried Dotor Alogos, ¢ I
do acknowledge thy power; I was a
fool ever to doubt it.’

. Ga Laura
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Laura endeavourcd to comfort poor
Sufan and the reft of the paffengers in
the cabin; and the better to prevent
reflettion, fhe defired them to fing fome
pfalms, fetting the example by begin-
ning the 104th. The novelty of fuch
an aftion in fo defpairing a fituation
gained their attention, and many join-
" ing in, the terror of the danger was .
damped, and they felt a fomething of
conf{cious fatisfacion, which is unkng\x:n
to any but thofe who have been in
fome fimilar fituation, or have fely the
tranquillity of a quiet confcience—
Even Stupeo himfelf changed his exe-
crations into -groans, and Frederick-
hung‘ down his head in.filent reflec~

tion.

¢« The ftorm gradually fubfiding, by
degrees the feveral charalters of the
company returned, with this difference,
that Stupeo maintained with more ob-

ftinacy than ever his doérine of chance
and

-

\
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and fcepticifm. F redenck wavered in
his mind according to the.impuilfe of
his paffions; ‘and Do&or Alogos be-
came convinced that there was more in
religion and "common-place maxims of
good and evil than the great Stupeo
would allow.

In this difpofition they arrived at
Philadelphia, and rejoiced at the prof-
pe&t of having reached a place where
truth and Ju{txce had erected the ftan-
dard of reafon. Frederick was furprlfed ,
to find the renowned city not fo large as
that part of Mary-le-Bone which is
built ; but confoled himfelf with the lofs
of one of the ‘fineft cities in the world,
as he could look over the ground where
it.was to ftand.

As they paffed along the ftreets, they
were hooted at by the children, and
called vagabond Englifh, with other
opprobious names. — ¢ This is very

G3 fira:. )
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firange,’ faid Frederick: I thought
the Americans’ made no diftintions of
country ;. but we are only ftrangers yet
_ —they will refpe&t -us when they know
us better.’

" They procured lodgings at "an extra-
vagant rate, and calling for refrefhment,
received fome . very coarfe cakes—
wretched butter, and falt meat, for in
fummer no fre/h meat will keep a day;
and for this they paid more than the
beft articles would have coft in London.

¢ Things are not quite as thley fhould
be cven here,’ faid the Dotor.

* What do you mean by that ?* faid
an American wailer. ¢ Do you mean
to ftigmatife Congrefs ¥

“ Heaven forbid,’ replied the Do&or:

° I fhould like to fpeak to your mafter
about my baggage.’ .
- < My

{
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¢ My mafter! I don’t-know fuch a
man. Do you thisk 1 am a flave’—I
am a republican, a free-born American.
But who are you? Some loufy, beggar-
ly emigré, come here to cut wood and
hew ftone for us.’

Doctor Alogos looked in filent-amaze-
ment. Frederick was rifing to kick the
republican down ftairs; but Stupeo
obferved that this was the genuine blunt
fpirit of freedom: that, like Spartans,
the Americans took perfe&t llbcrty of
dpeech.

¢ But they do not feem to allow it to-
others,’ fald Laura.

The heat was extremely intenfe, fo
much fo, that the whole company con-
fined themfelves within dbbrs, delibe-
rating on the mode they fhould adopt
in promoting their paftoral fcheme.—
Laura amufed herfelf at the windows:

' G4 to
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to her it had an air of novelty to fee
~every third perfon a black ; but fhe was
altonifhed to fec the people labouring
notwithftanding the violent heat, which
was almolt {uffocating to thofe who )
rcmained inaftive; and the fwarms of
mufcatoes were to Enghfhmen a perfe&
plague.

¢ Thele labourers,” faid a waiting-
maid, ¢ are Scotch, Irith, and German
emigrants, who earn eleven _//zzllmgs a
day currency.’

¢ Eleven fhillings a day !’ éxclalmed
Frederick; ¢ it is more than opr pea-
fants in England earn in a. week: they
muft live like noblemen. But what do -
you call currency ?’ R
¢« Why it's about fix and fixpence
Englith; but they are very badly off
for all that, for every thing is fo dear

they can hardly live upon it, and one
half
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half - of. :‘them foon.die of ‘fevers and
agues.) .- -

The landlord’s daughter was a
prettyith girl, and night coming on,
Frederick requefted her to bundle with
him.—¢ If you infult me,’ faid fhe, *our
Matthew . fhall bundle you into the
Delaware.’ S

Frederick was aftonifhed at this frank-
nefs.—It is very different here, faid he
to himfelf, but I don’t know whether
it is all for the bettet.

In the night Frederick was difturbed
by the rumbling of carts :—it is very
ftrange, thought he, that fo many night-
men are at work at once in fuch a little
city, or perhaps they all come through
this ftreet. The Americans furely don’t
go in carts to balls.—In the morning
ke inquired, and was informed it was

Gs only
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only the dead carts that carried away
thofe who died in the courfe of the
day.

¢ That’s ftrange,” faid he; I counted
near twenty, "and this city is of very
narrow extent.’—* It is a very magni-
ficent city, and the largeft in all the
union,” faid the landlord;—¢ but the’
yellow fever earries off fome dozens in
a day howevcr, we don’t mind thefe
things ﬁncc we have got our mdepen-
dence. -

¢ Very true,” replied the Door ;.
¢ liberty fweetens every thing, and it
isa glorious epoch in the annals of man,
that property ceafes in this great weftern
Continent to influence the ations of
men.’

The landlord gazed. with furprife.—
¢ Property,’ faid he,.¢ is the only flimu-
1 . lus




THE VAGABOND. ‘18

Ius to commerce——commerce is the fup-
port of arts'and f{ciences, and no man
will be above trade : we have no honeft
gentlemen here — no idle hands—if a
man will not work, he may ftarve.’

¢ That’s a deteftable fyftem,’ faid
Stupeo; ¢ the ancient Spartans never
degraded themfelves with’ work. Man
in a ftate of nature does not work, he
has few wants, and thefe the waters. or
the woods {'uppl) :

¢ That may be, friend; but our motto .

is Endure, but hope, and that of all new-
comets is Work, or flarve. Ife¢ you are
a gréen—bne yet, and unfeafoned’;:all
you. people from the old world think
money is made for nothing here—but it
is ail a farce.’ :

¢ Where in'the world,’ faid the Doc-
tor, ¢ fhall we find the genuine printi-
ples of liberty and equality » -
G6 < As
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¢ As to liberty,’ faid the American,
¢ every man has liberty to follow any
trade he pleafes, and to vote for the
Congrefs if he is a naturalized citizen;
and as to equality, we have no titles
except ’fquire, but for equality of pro-
perty, as fome of our own people would
like it, it’s” a mere fire-fly of a dark
evening.’ '

The idea .of .the yellow fevér had
damped the fpirits of the whole com-
pany,-and it was refolved to quit the
city of - Philadelphia with all conve-
nient fpeed. ' This matter was under
confideration when_a thin man entered
the room, :: '

¢ My good friends,” faid he, ¢ T un-
derftand you intend fettling upon an
agricultural plan.  Agriculture is the
moft noble purfuit of independent man,
and a fure fource of wealth.”—¢ How
did you know our intention ? faid the
Do¢tor;
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Do&or, we have not yet beeen twenty-
four hours in the city.’ '

¢ My d_eﬁre to ferve all mankind,’
replied he, ¢and to prevent the {chemes
of impoftors, who, taking advantage of
their local knowledge, often deceive
and cheat ﬂranoers, has led me to .in-
trude upon you.’

¢ Indeed,’ faid Alogos, ¢ I thought
all -the people of the new world had
been difintereffed and. berevolent to-
wards all mankind, who fly fromi the old
world to be free of its crimes.’

¢ Human nature, Sir, is not yet ar-
rived at perfetion : ’tis true we are ad-
.vancing rapidly forward—witnefs the
great public roads and canals whlch
mterfe& the country.’

¢ Why are thefe roads? faid Fre-
' derick :



~
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‘ derlck “You ought to throw every im~

pediment in the way of commerce —it is
thence arifes all our evils.’

¢ That is very true,'Sir, but in this
country to talk difrefpeéifully of com-
merce is high treafon : we are a commer-
cial pcop\c By means of thefe roadsand
canals, we have peopled the great wil-
dernefs, and planted fettlements where
only rattlefnakes ufed to batk. — To
what part of the Continent do you in-
tend journeying ¥’

« That we are undetermined upon,”

faid the Doétor; ¢ we would be as far
from fociety as we can, and in a coun-
try where we can enjoy the advantages

" of nature.’

¢ Then Kentucky is yout obje&t ; it
is the moft deleftable fpot on' the face

of the earth; it is a fecond Arcadia—a*
continued fcene of romantic delight and -

pi€turefque

1
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piturefque profpefls. An author of |

undoudted veracity has given an hiftory
of that heavenly region. Sympathy,
fays he, is regarded as the effence of

the human foul, participating of celef- -

tial matter, and as a fpark engendered to
warm our benevolence, and lead to
the raptures of love and rational fe-
licity. ’ '

¢ With fuch fentiments our amufe-
ments flow from the interchange of civi-
lities, and a reciprocal defire of pleaf- °
ing. That famenefs may not cloy and
make us dull, we vary the fcene as the
nature of circumftances will permit.—
The opening fpring brings with it the
profpe@ of our fummer’s labour, and
the brilliant fun atively warms into
life the vegetable world, which blooms -
and yields 'a profufion of aromatic
odours. A creation of beauty is now
a feat of joy, and to look for amufe-
ment
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ment beyond this genial torrent of

{weets would be a perverfion of nature,

and a facrilege againft heaven.’

The feafon of fugar-making occi-
pies the women, whofe mornings are
cheered by the modulated buffoonery
of the mocking-bird, the tuneful fong
of the thrufh, and the gaudy plumage
of the parroquet. Feftive mirth crowns
the evening. The bufinefs of the day
being over, the men join the women in
the fugar-groves, where enchantment
feems to dwell. The lofty trees wave
their fpreading branches over a green
turf, on whofe foft down the mildnefs
of the evening invites the neighbouring
youth to {portive play, while our rural
Neftors, with calculating minds, con-
template the boyith gambols of a grow-

ing progeny ; they recount the exploits .

of their early age, and in their en:hu-
fiafm, forget there are fuch things as
. decria

i




\

THE VAGABOND. 377

decripitude and mifery. Perhaps a
convivial fong, or a pleafant narratien
clofes the fcene*.’

¢ Or perhaps,” faid Laura, with a
fmile, ¢ the fairy firikes with her filver
wand, and the whole vanilhes, leaving
behind an uncultivated wildernefs.’

¢ I’s every word true,” faid Citizen
Common: ¢ I have not told you half
what Mr. Im—y fays of it. I am a
furveyor, and can’ point you out the
moft eligible fituations, which, qut of
my refpe& for your charaers, I will do
without reward. Here are plans of
eight 'different eftates, "from one hun-
dred acres to five thoufand. There are
three qualities of land, but I f{uppofe-
you .would prefer'the beft, which, will
be parted with prodigioufly cheap—
twelve guineas for the hundred acres.’

* Sce Imley’s Romantic Account of Kentucky,

¢ Twel've
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¢ Twelve guineas for the hundred
acres!’ exclaimed the Doftor: ¢ why
you miftake, you are giving the land
away. Ah! if all the poor vagabonds
in the old world knew that here they
could have a portion of earth for almoft
nothing, they would beg, borrow, or

' fteal, to procure a paflage to this land

of milk and honey.’

¢ There are thoufands every year,’
faid the firanger, ¢ who benefit by our
hefpitality. If I might advife, this plat
of. ground, fituated on the north fork of
the Elkhorn, is the moft ehgxbh for a
firlt fettlement.’ .

- Well,” faid the Do&or, ¢ if you
bring me the title deeds and witnefes,
1 will purchafe that: a thoufand acres
is juRt an hundred and eight guineas,
and that’s a mere fong.’

¢ Indeed,’ faid Common, with a ftare,
¢ you
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¢ you fhall have the deeds drawn out
and regiftered with precifion.”’—This be-
ing fettled, he obferved that at fuch a
diftance, they would require to take

with them various implements of huf-
bandry, and articles of neceffity, every
thing being tripled in expence beyond
the Allegany mountains. : :

¢ But why,’ faid Frederick, ¢ fhould
we encumber ourfelves with articles of
luxary ? We intend to quit fociety, and
will not load ourfelves with its inconve-
niences.’

¢ My dear Sir,” faid Common, ‘ you
advance beyond the mark : fo much de
we depend wpon each other, that we
can neither begin nor proceed without
the co-operations of our fellows: for
inftance, how will you cultivate the
earth? Will you tear down the trees
with YOut bodlly prowefs? or will you
turn
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turn the fod with your nails? You muft
have fpades and ploughs, and a variety
of other articles.”

* We are obliged to have all thefe ip
England,” faid Frederick: < I do not
fee thatJabour is lefs or more ealy in
the new world than the old.’

¢ Infinitely fo,” cried Common ; ¢ far-
mers here work for themfelves, wages
are fo high that they cannot afford to
hire men, and land is fo cheap that fer-
vants foon become matters.”

¢ That is as it fhould be,’ faid Stupeo,
¢ that is fomething like equality. In
our country, a farmer with a few hun-
dred acres does little more that over-
-look his fervants.’ '

Under the diretions of Common,
near a thouland pounds weré expended
in
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in articles neceffary for a fettlement,—
The patent was made out at the regu-
lar office, and four waggons waited the
pleafure of thefe great men, who quit-
ted the haunts of luxury in fearch of®
virtue and liberty in an howling wil-
dernefls. }

Every article as they paffed along the
road was exhorbitantly dear, feventeen
dollars being charged for a common din-.
ner for themfelves and their horfes: but
what more aftonifhed them, was the im~
pertinence of the inn-keepers, who be-
ing all agricultural men, did not alto-
gether depend on their inns, and con-
ceived travellers to be the obliged par-
ties, '

¢ This is very fingular hofpitality,” -

faid the Dofor: ¢ 1 have read a book

| which informed me it was cuftomary

to travel from farm-houfe to farm-houfe,
and -

.J
|
|
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and from New England to Maryland,
almoft free of expence.’

.

¢ Republicans,” faid Stupeo,- ¢ are

independent people, they do not cringe _

and fawn upon you for a fhilling like
your traders in Europe; they poffefs a
confcious manly dignity.’
¢ The dignity of an_inn-keeper is
certainly very great,” faid Laura; ¢ but
1 prefer the flavilh European, where
people feem obliged to you at leaft.’

As they advanced over the mountains
to Fort Pit, they were charmed with
the fcenery and the majeftic river Ohio,
down which they failed, between ex-
tenfive favannahs and high - towering
forefts, where fcarcely the beams of
day, much lefs the foot of man, ever
penetrated.

Stupeo, .
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Stupeo, who was a man of profound
reflettion, was frequently fubje&t to
melancholy, to diffipate which, he had
recourfe to peach brandy and American
rum, (indeed thefe mingled with wateér
are the common drink); but though,
he was no milkfop, he was foon feized
- with a dyfentery, which to his comfort
he foaund was very ufual to . new
comers,

~

Being arrived at Lexxngton, the me-
“tropolis of the fineft “country in the
world, they were a little furprifed- at
fight of about thirty ill-looking wooden
houfes, but they had feen fo many wona
ders in the new world, that they were
not altogether confounded, and Stupeo
declared that he was ‘delighted at the
profpe&t of coming nearer a flate of
nature than they had even hoped or
expetted. :

Their
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Their large train of baggage was a
fufficient fign of importance to procure
them feveral vifitors: by this means the
place of their intended fettlement was
quickly known, and a great deal of
unneceflary trouble avoided, there be-
ing already a family at Lexington, come
. from Virginia, with a grant for the {fame
land, which they were unable to’ fettle,
it being already in the poffeflion of ano-
ther holder.

¢ This is inconceivable,” faid Doétor
Alogos; ¢ one had need poffels a fhare
of fuffering philofophy to endure this:
but how am I to be righted ?’

¢ You may go to law,” replied the
informant. ¢ I am an attorney, and will
do you juftice; for though the other
purchafer has been at law this twelve-
month, and has loft his caufe, that was

becaufe he did not employ me.’
* Go
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¢ Go ta law!’ cried the-Doétor with-
horror ;. ¢ what are there laws and law-
yers in a wildernefs? I expefed to have -
found nothing, worfe. than raitle-fnakes
and tigers.!

¢ The world.could not exift without.
lawy? faid the lawyer. ¢ Why, it is.
almoft impefllible’ ta- purchafe. a lot of -
land here without a law-fuit: entailed,
fonat the. office they) grent patent. upen -
patent, fo that any man may choofe
what part he prefers of the whole coun-
try, and when he is here he cannot eafily
return.’ '

¢ That is right,” cried Stupeo, €that
is exaftly my {yftem of argument, the
greateft refulting good is the firft to be -
defined ; the wildernefs muft be peopled,
and the human race expanded over the
{urface of the earth.’ :

¢ But can we have no land? faid
Voi. II. H Frederick ;
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Frederick; ¢ furely this prodigious
country is not all monopolifed ?* -

¢ You may have thoufands of acres,’
replied the lawyer; ¢ but, if you would
be fafe, you muft purchafe at fecond-
hand—that is, a lot from the great far-
mers. You may have good uncultivated
land at fix guineas thé hundred acres.—
Mr. Common impofed upon you more
than one half, but I am an honeft man.’

" CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VL . .

THE PLEASURES OF BENDING NATURE
TO THE RULES OF ART — STUPEO
" AND SUSAN DETERMINE TO PEOPLE
'THE WILDERNESS — THE SUPERI-'
ORITY OF SAVAGE LIFE EXEM-

PLIFIED.

HAVING made a purchafe of three
hundred acres, about one hundred and
fifty miles from Lexington, nearer the
Ohio, containing two fine mill feats,
with water carriage for timber, they
began their march through the wilder-

Hz " nefs,
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nefs. Every-ten or twelve miles along
the road a little plantation was begun.
Laura looked in vain for the blooming
orchards and fugar-groves, with fine
lawns beneath them; the faw indeed fome
clufters of fugar-mapple trees at inter-
vals in the woods, where Nafure had
planted them; but as.te.the velvet mea-
dows, nothing of that fort appeared, the
native grafs being feveral feet high, mat-
ted fo as to. he almafl impaflable, and.
too rank for any ufa. The-weather was
infufferably hot-—milljons of. infe@s tor-
mented them night. apd. day— fpakes
curled a]ong the trafs. (called; roads)

and prodigious large frogs and. taads

wallowed in every little tank of ftagnate
. water, which.the impengtrable foreft pre-
vented the fun ftom evaporating.

Neither milk- nor butter were pre-
cureable at any price, and they ‘were
under the neceffity- of drinking- fpirits
and‘ water; which threw. them. allt inte

flight
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lsght fevers, and wdded ﬂ'reugth to the
difeafe of Stupto.

B@ihg artived at the plact where
dhey wete to fettle, they were a ¥ittle
farprifed to find it covered with pro-
digious jarge trees, Wwhich feeined to
Pid defaice to hamin laboar, A thick
cane brake over-ran half tive furface,
and was fo matted and entangled with
the trees, that tiey could not even
clear a path throwgh. The ground,
which was ot thus coveted, was ape
parently fo barres, that the black heaths
of England were a fort of eompatative
garden

-¥ It is plain to me,’ {aid Stupeo, ¢ that
tultivating ¢he ground is a deviation
from the ftate of mature. Has fhe not
foread her wide extended branches
to fhelrer us. from beat 4nd from
rain? Has fhe hot [cattered various
- fruits and fhrubs within. our reach, and.

H3 ' what
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what do we want more? When we fhall
have fpent our ftrength in deftroying
thefe trees, and laboured to raife the
-rotten fods into life, fhall we not fet
fome value on the earth? We fhall
become proud, felfifh, and tyrannical—
we fhall not readily yield it to another,
and thus we give birth to all the ho™
rors of civil life.’

¢ It is too late now to retra&t,’ faid
Laura; * furely the refources of philo-
fophy are not exhaufted, reafon and truth
have now full powerto expand uncheck-
ed, in the defart wild.’

¢ To be pérfe&ly free,’ faid Stupeo,
¢ we fhould become like the roaming

Indians; let us give to mankind a great
and glorious example; let us caft afide
our clothes, they are an incumbrance
‘beneath the dignity of virtue, let us live
like the wild Indians.’

* You
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* You may if you like,’ faid. Laura,
laughing, - ¢ but -} fear you will not
eafily do without brandy, and that’s a
forbidden article in the big book of
‘Namre

* For my part,’ faid Frederick, < I
will try the inconveniencies of a de-
tached life before I wholly enter.into a
ftate of favagifm; we have contralted
fo many unnatural wants, which reafon
knows to be ufelefs, that it requires
time to root out our habits and preju-
_dices.’ '

In about a week’s’ time, an uncom-
fortable hovel was erefed; with the help
of fome neighbours; but thofe philo-
fophers had fo little refolution in en- -
countering great difficulties, that thefe
thre¢. great men were another week be-
fore they had cut off the lower boughs -
of a few trees, where they had planncd
a kitchen garden. :

H 4 Stupeo
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Stupoo was thrown off his legs with
the lile exertion he had mude, the
heat and the bad provifiens, no ‘mext
‘keeping without falt. No phyficien
was within many miles, and that one, an
ignorant quack, whofe whole knowledge
was drawa from a Salmon’s Difpenfa-
tory, and the London Compleat Are of
Healing.

Stnpeo. pretended he rejoiced that ng-
ture would have her cowrfe; but fhe
foon fo reduced him, that it was evident
the great man would quit the world with-
out having eaufed one revolution; and

"the Doétor difpatched a meflenger For
“the furgeon, who, on his arrival, pre~
{cribed fome common medicines, which
greatly relieved the patient. '

Doflor Alogos lamented the want of
books, though he had very little time
to read: what feifure he had was {pent
in idle repining, and curfing the day he

. " ever
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evér fet his foot on the néw wotld;
whieh te his eyes appeared ohly half
foried. He Mad another fubje@ of -
difquitt in Sufan, who was evety day
réproschitig 'himi with having carried
her out of the world te die in-a defart.
Laura was the only one any way coft-
tented, for the fweetnéfs of her difpofi—
tion, and her affe@ion to her uncle,
overlooked many difficulties.—Surely,
thought the Doftor, there is. fomething,
at leaft very pleafant in the attachinent
of kindred, and though fhe thay love
me as an individual, contrary to the
mew phitofophy, 1 do not pctcéwc any ,
great evil in u

The progrefs ;héy made in caltivation:
_ fefved only to fthew them the fatility of
their undertaking, and a. whole family
happening to die of a fever occafiored:
by over labour, they putchafed the farm,.
which had been brought into fome de-
gree of cultivation. Th® ground, which.

H 5 had-
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bad never been turned up to the air,
being compofed of rotten vegetable
fubftance, was loaded with febrile par-
ticles and noxious vapour, the effe@ls
of which are frequently feen in the
deaths of new-comers; nor did the Doc-
tor and Frederick efcape without a fe-
vere fit of the ague, which difabled them
from labour.

The great Stupeo feemed here buried
in unworthy obfcurity : he faw his genius
and talents unemployed, and mankind’
unbenefitted by his labours. He had
" fruitlefsly attempted to injure the inno-
cence of Laura, who detefted him even
more than Frederick; and he refolved
no longer to fuffer the unjuft mono-
poly which Do&tor Alogos praftifed in
the perfon of Sufan. The latter-was
- ‘heartily tired of the Do&tor, who was
not fo young as Stupeo, and having
imbibed the real principles of equality,
fhe made very litle difficulty of aiding

to
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to people this wildernefs, ivhcre, it muft

be confeffed, there was a little too much ‘
of folitude. '

The Do8or beheld as a finguldr -
phenomenon, the change of Sufan’s
thape, which neither . reafon nor argu-
ment could account: for, though it was:
evident there muft ‘haye been a caufe
fuperior to chance. '

~¢ It may be nothing more than an
idea,’ faid Stupeo; ¢ but at any rate it
does not fignify who is the parent of
the child—the refulting good is equal :,
it is of no confequence to the child,
becaufe under the prote&ion of philo-
fophy, its mind will gradually expand
to the genial beams of truth. I am of
opinion, that children fhould be brought
up indifferently by the male or. female,
as it may happen. Why, .1 would afk,
in the name of common fenfe, .are not.
' H6 . =~ men
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men as well calculated for ‘nud'es as
women *

¢ Becaufe,’ faid Laura, ¢ they are
not fo domeftic, and becaufe Provi-
dence has provided the female with a
nutriment adapted to the tendernefs of
“infaney.’

¢ That arifes from mere repletion,’
faid the great philofopher, ¢ and is the
fource of all our difeafes—we ‘draw in
‘corruption at the breaft, and if we
would one day become immortal, I am of
opinion we fhould be educated inde-
pendent from the birth, and fed upon
fomething more natural than milk,
which is of all fubffances fooneft cor-

vupted.’

s Of courfe upon brandy,’ faid Laura ;
¢ brandy is one of the leaft corruptible
‘of fluids.’ .

oo Sufan,
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Sufan, in due time, brought a man
child inte the world; but no phyfician
or perfon of {kill being within reach, an
ignorant old woman officiated, and the
poor wretch expired in agony.

¢ Such,’ cried Stupeo, ¢ are the con=
fequences of being neither in nor out of-
fociety:—here we are in a defart, aban-
doned by our fpecies, with all the habits
we contra&ed in fociety, and no means
to fatisfy them :—if we had been in a-
- ftate of nature, nature would havc ac-
complifhed every thing.’

The Doftor was fhocked at the
event, though fatisfied fhe had not been
conftant to himfelf; and he more than
ever began to doubt the reality and
praficability of the fublime do&rines of
the new philofophy. = Stupeo under-
toek the education of the bey, whom
he infited fhould enjoy perfe@ free-

. dom,
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dom, and be allowed to crawl about the
houle like any other animal.

¢ He fhall not be thwarted in any
thing,” faid he: ¢ the great Rouffeau
tells us that we only implant vices into
children by pretending to teach them
juftice, and deftroy the temper by
checking the fallies of imagination.’

Unfortunately for the enlightened fyftem”

of education, this grand experiment
proved abortive. The tender infant
fickened, and died of a confumption.

Frederick, however, maintained that
it was the kindnefs of - Laura which
killed it; and Stupeo difcovered that it
was ftung to death by mufcatoes, its
body being delicate, and not plaiftered
" over with ungents of greafe, like the
infants of Indians; and the Doétor
fwore that Stupeo had potfoned it with
brandy. © Thus thefe three great men

’ : could
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could not agree upon fo infignificant
a thing as the death of a child under a.
grand philofophical experiment: where
then is the wonder that. men are daily
cutting each others throats for a diffe-
rence of political opinion ?

One day when thefe threc phllofo-
~ fophers were labouring in the field, fome-
times uttering execrations, and fome-
times difputing, not a little to the pre-
judice of immutable truth, which- often
appeared in different fhapes, a troop of
Miama Indians croffed the Ohio in
their punts, -and "carried off all the
portable articles at the-little farm, which
they had dignified with the name of
Clarens. Poor Laura fhared the fate
of the reft of the ftock, and it was not’
known to the philofophers tlll their re-
turn home.

¢ Black for ever be the day!’ e
clalmed the Doftor, ¢ when I left Eng-
land
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land with all its evils--there, petfons.
+ and property enjoyed fome prote&ion.
Alas! my dear Laura, my beloved child
is murdered and fcalped !’

¢ Nothing more natural,’ faid Stupeo,
coolly: * favages do not make thofe’
childifh diftin@ions. we do between
beauty and uglinefs—revenge is all they
feek, for the unjuft ufurpation of the
Europeans :—are we not driving them
from their ancient pofleffions, and daily
narrowing their bounds and power to
live ?

« What have they done,’ faid the
Do&or, © in the courfe of fome thou-
fand years? The utmoft extent of their
knowledge in agriculture, is the planting
of afew flips of maize and tobacco.’

¢ B ihey enjoy perfeft liberty,’ faid
Frederick ; ¢ they have few vices and
- . : few




THE VAGAEBOND. 161

few wants—they roam at will over the
face of the creation:—I feel myfelf en-
amoured of favage life*.’

¢ I fee

* It is the ‘prattice of the new Ichool to. exalt
every thing fuvage. An Indian is with them. the
woft virtnows of human beings; and they make .
him utéer fentiments he never heard, aad perform ao~
tions which never were witneffed. Why is all this -
but to loofen men from the reciprocal bonds of fo-
ciety, and to fap the foundations of human govern~
ments. So far indeed are the Indians removed from
thefe fentimental phantoms, that they are totallythe
contrary; though the emancipation of the negroess
sad the inhumanity of Chriftians, is an excelleat
ftalking horfes, for thofe who pretend to finer feels
ings than the reft of mankind. The following note
will illofirate the tendernefs of the emancipated
negroes, and the fine feelings of their deliverers.. Sea
the note in Playfair's Hiftory of Jacobinifm, page -
341. o !

¢ The infurreQions, maffacres, and cruelties of St,
Domingo, would make a large volume, were they
to be detailed. The Abbé Gregoire and Briflot
were two of the moft altive inftigators of the revolé
of the negroes and mulattoes, = Gregoire, who was

- ’ member

[y
L4
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¢ I fee plainly,’ returned the Doox

¢ that very few men can exift in a
favage ftate: 1 fee we muft have made
a progrefs in arts and fciences before
we can pretend to civil life. Thus arts
and fciences, with all their defeéts, tend
to increale the numbers of mankind.—
Indeed, I begin to perceive philofophy
has not every claim I fuppofed to uni-
vcrfal acceptance.’

¢ The new philofophy is immutable,’
cried Stupeo; ¢ and notwithftanding
every check' from felfithnefs, it will in
time fap- all fociety, and depopulate
thofe hot-houfes of vice and difeafe—
large cities.’ '

tember of the Affembly, when he heard of a terri-

"ble maffacre, in which the negroes had fortheirbloody

flandard a wbite infani, impaled on a fpeai', de-
clared it was the plus beau jour de fa wvie. This
philofophic cannibal was at fupper when the news
was brought, and he and his friends finithed the
evening with mutual congratulations and joy, on

the fuccefs of their plans.’
3 " My
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‘ My life,” cried Alogos, ¢ is a bur-’
den in this wildernefs: — I have no
books to amufe and inftru& me— no
intercourfe of polithed friendfhip, all
is rugged and rude. There is no
market- for. commodities that might
ftimulate avarice. I feel a thoufand
wants I cannot gratify, and even com-
mon. neceffaries I cannot procure,—
Affe@tion, which I once thought a
blind partiality, I now find like a balm
amidft the evils of life; and as I have
loft my Laura, I am completely wretch- -
ed. I am not now equal to the tafk
of caltivating the ground ; and I might
have procured more comforts, conve-
niences, and luxuries in England, as a
day-labourer, than in this wxld with all
its freedom,”.

* I muft grant,’ faid Frederick, ¢ that
we have too much labour: this is not a
ftate congenial tohuman nature—this

: is
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is -folitude without its comscomvitants,
plenty, liberty, and wafe. What figni-
hies my being #t liberty ¥ wander in &
foroft and thoot deer, when 1 woft will
the groand or ftarve: this is not genuire
equality, and 1 bm determined to feek 7t
inafavage ftate.’

¢ For me,” faid the Dollor, * I am fo
completely wrezhed, that I wall feek
no farther for a baublew] will ‘dre
bere.) :

" < Thegreat woralift, Rouffeau, ¢ faid
Stupro, ¢ has faid, 4y rendering life in~
fuppertable, Ged orders one to guit 1.
_ Now you believe in a Deity, end furely
you tivay truft his mercy.’

¢ I will not provoke his anger, thou -

fiend of darknefs,” faid Do&tor Alogos,
with more energy than he ufually dif~
played ¢ do I fuffer one Gngle incon-

: venience
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venience I have nost brought upon my-
{elf, and you,would have me clofe the.
account with murder.. The Deity does.
not a& by evils, nor are the confe-
quencex: of. our headnfirong paflions,
aur follins,. and; our grimsas,, ta-be: laid
to- his charga: -Rouflsau was a fpol,,
wigh, all; his: rants- and! declamations,,
and; many. of his fallawers; fhew their
longn ears.’ )

A black:flave, wham thefe advocates.
for- univerfal freedom. had: gurchafed,,
his labour being cheaper than. an. hired.
fervant, now entered the hut, with the
tidings that Laura. had been: feen crof-
~ fing the Ohio with the: Ind;am‘, in a
wefltern: dire@ion.

Doftan Aﬂngos,. a; this intelligence;
roufed: Him@lf: to. attion, and.the twoy
philofephers prapoled: to accompany
hm,. mot& from, an exgeflange-of no-.

velty
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velty than any defire to recover Laura,
who would never attend to the leGures
of thefe great men,

* They fet out on horfeback ‘well
‘armed, purfuing the track pointed out
to them. For four days'they followed
‘the Indians, till their provifions wege
exhaufted, and their horfes nearly jaded
out. . They fubfifted upon the wild ber-
ries and fruit in the forefts, ftill conti-
nuing their rout, and having plenty of
‘powder, the birds fupplied them a- fre-
quent repaft. ' : :

By degrees they loft all knowledge
of the direGtion of the country.- Their
horfes fell beneath them, and the un--
derwood became almoft impenetrable.
A council of war was called, in which
Frederick pleaded ftrenioufly that they
fhould join the firft band of Indians
they might meet, and caft away every- .

_ trace
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trace of fociety ; he even propofed that
. they fhould abandon' their arms and
clothes, and truft wholly to chance.

This he was prevailed upon to give
up, by the obfervance that the Indians
were not {o divefted of all art as to be
without arms, thefe being neceffary in
a roaming lif¢ to procure. themfelves -
food.

Doftor Alogos, who had no with to
return without his niece, complied with
all the fublime whims of thefe great
men; and though he was far from
being in perfe@ health, he attended
them through the dreary labyrinths of
an almoft impaffable foreft, where hun-
ger and thirft were their conftant com-
_panions. :

.For near ten days they did not fee a
fingle human -being except themfelves.
They had fallcn in with a drove of

buffaloes,
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haffaloes,, on ane of which: they made

a plentiful repaft. Their fhoes were

already worn out, and.theé green hide
bound with thongs fupplied the place;
though they naw ran confiderable

hazard from the fwarms of {nakes which.
hafked in. the. fun, or hung from the.

trees like caterpillars in an Englifh
hedge. Erederick being the talleft, had
received feveral fevere eontufions from:
the boughs of the trees, and the infinite
{warms of. mufcataes. which feemed- to
fill the air, goaded. the whale party-
inceflantly.

Some Indians they accidentally fell:in:
with,. ran away from them in. terror.—
- In the woods they found feveral. fke.~
letons, which, from their mutilated
ftate, appeared to have been killed: in
battle.

¢ Itis very ﬂngular, faid Frederick,
¢ that even thefo favages, who.are very
, little
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ligtle .more advanced in civil life than
ouran-owtangs; fhauld delight fo much
in war, . :

* War,’ replied Stupeo, ¢ is conge-
- nid@l to buman nature :—what, are all
the civilifed fates that now exift ime
merfed in voluptuoufnefs and floath?—
All the manly virtues are loft, when
arts and {ciences are cultivated. ~Look
back to the ancients—the Celtz, the
Danes,_the Goths, the Scytheans, and
all thofe hardy tribes who lived oply-in.
war, we fhall there find all the heroic
virtues, the contempt of danger, the
bravery of feafons, the generofity .of
friendfhip, and the gallantry to the fair,
{o -peculiar to the times of chivalry—
all thefe are the children of a flate of
perpetual war.’

¢ Ithought,’ faid the DoBlor, ¢ you
held gallantry in contempt, as .a pu-
Vou. 1L I filanimous .
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filanimoys trifling, unworthy a- great
mind; and that particular friendthips
are an outrage againft political juf-
tice.’

¢ So I do,’ cried Stupeo? ¢and who

ever knew me retra@ what I once ad-

vanced

¢ But how do you reconcile the con-
téadiftion ?’ '

¢ A philofopher can reconcile every
thing. The new philofophy is founded
upon the broad expanded bafis of uni-
‘verfal truth; it eftablifhes principles not
- all the powers of kings and priefts fhall
overthrow, much lefs a few contra-
_ di&ions.’ '

This warm debate was interrupted by
fome female. fcreams. The Doéftor
socked his rifle piece, and the whole

company

— — — R ——
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company moved towards the place,
where, in a little' retreat, they faw an
Indian feverely beating two women with-
a cane.

¢ This is very aftonifhing gallantry,’
faid Doftor Alogos, ¢ this is a warlike -
people;~but let us inquire what is the
reafon of this ufage.’

Their black fervant, Munge, who un-
derftood the diale& of the five natioos,
inquired the meaning of the chaftife-
ment. '

« Becaufe I chioofe it faid the In-
dian: ¢ I have a great mind to fhoot
them both with my arrow.’.

¢ Well, but you have fome caufe for
your anger,” faid the Do&or, through
the medium of Mungo.—*¢ To be fure I
have:—I ordered them to fhoot fome
plovers for my dinner, while I was
Is painting
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painting myfelf with this delightful blue,
and they, return to tell me they can
find none.’

¢ I fuppofe,’ faid the Doétor, ¢ you
" are related to them ?—* They are my
wives.’—* One of them is very young.’

~—¢ She is my daughter®.’—¢ What, do
you ufe your daughter .as a wife 7"—
¢ To be be fure I do—bave not I'the
. -moft right to my own? Does not Na-
ture gnd the great Manetaw of the lakes
tell.ustodo fo?’

-t We muﬁ acknowledge,’ faxd the
. Dotor, ¢ thisis very frange’: ~the
women appear univerfally to be flaves
to the men; -but, alas!- what a mere
brute is man, when fome greater law
than his own  mill .does not:curp his

* See Byron's Narrative, ‘Cook's Voyages, Lofs
of the Grofvenor, &c. .

» paffions,
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paffions. If this be fiberty, bmd me for
ever to'a gaﬂey oar.’

< T find nothing ﬁrange in all' this,’
faid Stupeo. ¢ Thefe men are ignorant
of the fublime doétrines of philofophy
—they do things without fecing their
5;, and therefore may err a little in
promoung univerfal good ; for inflance,
what is' thert unnatural in this revultion
of kindred ; is it not a common prallice
with animals?* '

¢ What horrid principles,’ faid
Alogoes: ¢ how would it be poffible to
rear brothers and fifters to maturity P’

* That’s pohe of my bufinefs,” replied
Stupeo ; ¢ I'do not concern myfelf wnh
tﬂﬂes :

Doétar Alogos felt the truth of this
reply, and having wnneﬂ'ed. the bril-

1g ‘liang
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liant virtues of a warlike nation in the
favage ftate, he concluded that the
whole human fpecies was. under fome
dreadful curfe, for infanity feemed to
influence all their aftions,

The following day they croffed 2
large favannah, where they coul
procure the fmalleft fuftenance; and
in the evening, tired and exbaufted,
they arrived at a little fettlement of
Indians.

¢ Now,” cried Frederick, in rapture,
* we fhall behold genuine hofpitality ;
we fhall fee pure nature, unfophifticated
by the vices of fociety 2

They requefted of an Indian, in an
bumble tone, fome hoe-cake, but re-
ceived for anfwer, that they had fcarcely
fufficient for themfelves, and a demand
of fome of their arms. :

This
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This was very unexpefled to thefe
philafophers, who, notwithftanding their
knowledge of human nature, often made
egregious miftakes, and finding pity
and hofpitality alike unknown, they
‘bargained for a fupply of provifions,
in exchange for a brace of piftols and
fostie fhot.

¢ Thefe men,” faid Stupeo, ¢ muft
have been contaminated by trading with
Europeans, at leaft they poffefs the
virtues of facred - friendthip; with -
them the fecurity of oaths is unne-
ceflary.’

* Sacred friendfhip!® faid Doftor
Alogos ; ¢ you are a profound philofo-
pher—you can acknowledge what you
ftand in need of :—you deny and affirm-
joRt as it fuits your then conveni-
ence.”

I4 - .‘And
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¢ And what is the ufe of wcrds re-
turned the other, ¢ if we aré not to turd
them to' our ownr advantage ¥

Maving with difficelty procured leave
to repof¢ in' one of the wigwams, they
made- many inquries’ into the fituation
.of the country, but received no fasis-
- faBory anfwer, and from the -tone of
their " diale&, they appeaved to be a
tribe beyond any that had immedrate
conneflion with Etrropeans. ' They lay
down -upon fome long. grafs; thew
wearinefs caufed them vo {i¢ep partied-
larly found, and they were not a little
amazed to find in the morning moft of
théir clothes ftolen, with two of their
fowhng pieces. :

« So much for favage hone{ty amd
joftice; faid Alegosy ¢ they dre a par-
cel of rafcally thieves, and where: is
thcu‘ facred hofpmhty in leaving us

: here
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here to perifh in-a wild, without arms or
clothes; for we have faved nothing but
what we kept on our backs, or con-
cealed beneath the grafs ‘at the requelt
of Mungo. .

¢ In the ﬁrﬂ: plaéc,’ faid Stupeo, ¢ we
have no .right to complain, they have
not taken our lives, which, from our
imprudence, was in their power : and in
the fecond, we miftake terms. In fo-
ciety, I grant. this would ‘be called a
robbery, but, amonglt the children -of
nature, it is only taking from anotbex
what'they want to ufe themfelves : they
have not eur ideas of particular prar

perty.” A

¢ It feems to me however,” faid
Frederick, ¢ that they were confcious
-of .injuftice, or they would not all have
departed in this fneaking way. 1 be-
gin to think the favage fate of mew

' Is . 3



178 THE VAGABOND.

is not condu@ed on._ philofophical prin-
“ciples.’

¢ That is wkat I have been faying
all the time,” cried Stupeo. ¢ Liften
while I explain to you the progrefs of
human nature, from grofs darknefs -to
fuperftition ; from fuperflition to the
great light of truth; and from thence
to philofophical ignorance, which.is the
genuine flate of ceal felicity.’

" ¢ You might as well talk. of the light
datknefs. of the full neon- of night,
crietl the Do&or in a rage. — < I'll
demonftrate it,’ cried. Stupeo.—¢ You
contradi¢t yourfelf,” faid Frederick;
& 'l prove that philofophy:

¢ You may. prove the devil,” faid Stu.
peo, ¢if you will, but you fhan’t overturn
-y argument, which is founded on the
broad.bafis of truth and.univerfal man.
‘- What,
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¢ What, "will you have eatee maffes ?*
faid Mungo :—and the three great phi-
lofophers arofe to provide themfelves
breakfaft from a neighbouring brook,
-where they gathered fome herbs.

Ié6 . CHAPTEK:
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CHAPTER Vil

THE VAGABONDS ARRIVE AT A PER~
FECT REPUBLIC ON THE PRINCI-
_PLES OF EQUALITY AND POLITICAL
" JUSTICE.

OUR troop of philofophical vage-
bonds fet out, they knew not whither,
and had not gone far before they found,
. expoled beneath a tree, an Indian child,
puny, weak, and almoft expiring,

¢ Behold !’ cried Alogos, ¢ the hiuma-
nity of favages! . this, I fuppofe, is
T3 parentak
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pdrertaP bk, This pddr wrétch ¥ fo
ifA:forined, that it will také too much
trouble €0 tear; and faviges have too
Many wants to fupply; arid aré foo ig-

novant of phyfic t5 éncumber them- _

felves with- a fickly infant.’

- i Teisa gléri‘ous prallice,’ excldimhed
Stupeo; ¢ and fhews them to be, in
f4&, more humane than eurfelves. Of
What value is hfe with an. unhealthy ox
deformed perfon? We idre, in fuch-a
cafe, a burden to ourfelves and. to
others.” ‘

¢ But Now many gredt hetoes and
phillofophers have had very littlé per=
fons,” faid Doflor Alogos: ¢ I do not
apprehend the hunrin mind fo be in ~
admeafurement to the prowefls of the
body—fo far fron it, that men of bril-
liatit genius, have moft frequently been
of ‘weak conflitations; the hardy and
rabuft being too full of animal fpirits
. ' to

o
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to be .contented with fpeculations, and
why may we not find, in this very
cuftom, the reafon that Indians remain
in a flationary ftate, as they deprive
" themfelves of thefe perfons of intel-
k&?

¢ It explains to me,” faid Frederick,
¢ what I had attributed to their manner
of life and want of luxuries. It is eafy
to have ‘none but -people of firength
and vigeur, if all that are otherwife be
deftroyed ininfancy.’ "

« Experience,” replied Alogos, with:
adeep figh, ¢ isthe beft fchool, but-the
mifchief. is,. that thofe who are yet wells
will not take warning: by. example,. till
they fuffer themfelves.”

For forty days- they continued to
wander, more than once encountering.
a few ftraggling Indians, who.attempted
to convince them,.tbat in.a ftate of

nature,.
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mature, force was the only law, ‘and
paffion the only ftandard of sight. They
came at length to a great chain of moun-
tains, extremely barren, and placed in
fuch confufion, that they appeared fcat-
tered by the hand of tempeft.

They had continued their journey,
merely from the reftlefs fpirit of ram-
bling, and the dread they felt of return-
ing to their delightful farm of Clarens.

They now debated whether they fhould - -

climb the fummit, or take fome other
route; but the expeation of behold-
ing anentire new country, invited them
to labour at the fteep. They were by
this time fo accuftomed to ‘hardfhip,
that a trifle could rot intimidate them,
" and in three days they gained the eleva-
tion of the mountains. :

They gazed upon the profpeét be- '
neath them, which was much fuperior
to. their expeflation.. ‘A fine level

country,
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coantty, intérfperfed with géntlé fwel-
fings, dnd interfefied wivh lLimpid
ftreams, watering extenfive groves, pre-
fented itfelf. Amonglt the groves ap-
peared high fpires and lofiy domes,
evidently the workmanfhip of ingeni-
ous artifts.

The philofophers were enraptured,
and wearied themfelves in conje@ures
of what region they could be advanced
io. They waited impatiently for the
morning, when they began to unravel
the mazes Which wound down from the
mountains, and it was the enfuing day
before they reached the bafe.

They then refrefhed themfelves with
- fonie fitie fruit, whick feemed to grow .
negle@ted, and proceeded forward to-
wards the great piles of buildings which
they had feen from far. They over-
took a man who was flowly walking,
with his eyes bent upon the ground,

s




THE VAGABONIN 185

as if in deop ftudy, and totally maked.
Owur philofophers were therefore not.pat
out of countenance by :heu own ragged
apprearance.

Polflor Alogos accofted him'in vari-
ous languages, bat without being under~.
fo6d, when the man inquired in. He- -
brew whiat they were, and how they
came into that country.—¢ Why do you
walle naked P faid the Do&or.

¢ Becaiufe we hdve Aeobody to meke
clothies,’~<¢ How do you employ yours
falves? s ¢ T-am Rudying the publie
good.” '

¢ Stadying the public goo@l? fepeat-
éd the Doflor: ¢ you are theén a legifs
lator of the country?—¢ No, I'sm a
. private individual ; but it is the place
of evéty nran to ftidy to pro\not'e the
public good ;

.

N Havfng

t
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Having paffed this politician, who
feemed unwilling to fpeak much, our
vagabonds difputed with themfelves or
the nature of the country, which they
thought very ftrange, efpecially as they
met {everal perfons employed fudying
the public good. A man ftriking a tree
fometimes with his -fift, and then with
his head, induced the Doélor to inquire
she meaning of fo fingular an a&ion.—
¢ What are you doing ?* faid the Doe-
tor.—* I am endeavouring to drive
this idea out of my path.’—* That is
pot an idea,” faid the Doflor, ¢ that’s
a reality.’—¢ All. things are ideas,’ re-
plied the man: ¢ every thing which ap-
pears to exift, is merely ap idea; we
-cannot prove that there is reality, bo-
dy, fubftance, extenfion, or any fuch
quality.’

* Very good,’ faid the-Doftor: ¢ I
fancy before you have beat that jdea
in form of a tree, out of your .way,
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yon. will have an idea of a fra8lured
fkull ».’

As they advanced along the high
road, the hedges of which were fallen in-
to decay, they overtook a troop of peo-
ple, who were moving a tree by means
of a machine; the greater part ftood
idle, while five or fix furthered the
work. .Doftor Alogos enquired of the
neareft what was the name of the coun-
try. The man paufed for fome time,
at length replied, ¢ I do not think it
for the public good to anfwer you—I
will refle& upon it.”—While he -ftood
reflefting, be was called by his com-
rades ;— the firk gang of labourers
retiring for another to take their
places. . :

® Ttis aftonithing how ridiculous and even irra-
tional the new do&tines appear, when taken from
‘the page of metaphyfics, and contrafted with prae-
: . The
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The travellers proceeded onwards
towards the great city. They per-
ceived fome builders repairing an houfe,
which, from its fingular conftruction,
engaged their attention. - While they
flood admiring, all the labourers gave
over work. A man, who was half-
way. up a ladder, fixed his burderr on
an hook, which fe¢med there on pnr-
pofe. Somie men winding up a crane,

- fixed the pulley upon a eateh, and left
thie beam bhanging in the aiy. The whele
party fauntered away different ways,
and'a new fet advancing, began tolabbour:
Fhe travellers refleted on this ineidene,
remaining Rationary for fome time. Ia
half an' hour this new fet- of builders
retited like the former, amd another
troop advanced.

* « This is a curious mode of building,’
faid the Do&or.—* It feems an equal

divifion of labour,” faid Stupeo; ¢I
' darc
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dare fay we are arrived at laft in'a
country of philofophers.’ -

¢ But at this rate an houfe will not
be finithed in ten years:—the pubhc
good does not feem much promoted by '
this means.’ '

They proceeded on, and faw on one
fide .of the road :a fwith’s fhqp. They
paufed to fee if labour was here equally
divided: Some iron in the fire was
heated to a proper heat, taken out, and
laid upen the anvil, when the man who
was working left it there and marched
away. .Another took his place, but the
welding heat was loft, and the iron was
returned again. to the fire,

A man drew near them .in .deep
thought, and the Dofter ventured to
inquire the fubje& of his refle&tion.—
¢ || gm debating,’ :replied :he, ¢ whather
it will be moft to the-public good, -that 1

fhould
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fhould help half an hour at getting in
the harveft, or labour half an hour at
building the new granary ; I have fpent
all the morning in conﬁdctmg, and
cannot determine.’

¢ Then it is neceffary to do one?—
¢ Yes, it has been proved in a volum-
nious book of political juftice; that,
in the old fyRem of things, the labour
which was performed by a certain num-
ber of the lower people, could be done
in half an hour’s labour, for each in-
- dividual per diem®. But I don’t know
how it is, fince we are all equal, and all
labourers, and all ftudying the public
good, our country is going rapidly to
‘decay. An houfe that ufed to be
built in threee months, is not now done
in as many years; and as to works
of gcnius, it was found utterly impeof-

# Godwin's Political Juttice, Svo. edition, chap. VL
alfo Enquu-et, page 163.-

fible
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Sible for different fets of workmen to
paint a pifture, write a book, or ﬁmib
a device.’.

* At leaft,! obferved the Dofor,
* you mighit provide yourfelves clothes.’

"¢ We do manufafure fome coarfe
canvafs, but it is a matter of prodi-
gious difficulty, for no man will work
more than half an hour; and the hands
wanted from the fowing of the feed, till
it is finifhed in the web and fathioned
to the body, is aftonithing, for it is
frange how ftupid the people grow fince
one man knows every thing,’

¢ That is an excellent remark,’ faid
the Doftor: ¢ more good is produced
in fociety, by the diverfity of genius,
than if each individual were endowed
with a fmall but equal proportion.’

A flately perfonage, with-a fmall picce
of
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of coarfe canvafs round his waift, ad-
vanced, and decing the travellers, cour-
teoufly inquired whence they came, :and
whither they were going.

© ¢ We have a coriofity,’ faid the
Door, ¢ to vifit that great city which
rifes befare us-—we are ftrangers, and
not a little furprifed at the cuftoms of
your country.’
¢ You fee then,’ faid the franger,
whofe name was Parecho, ¢ the utmoft
limits of human perfefion : you fee a
people who had arrived at the :height |
in various arts and {ciences, fo .much |
. fo, that fcarcely a peafant who laboured
in the field, but .could read the divine
" books-of our -anceflors: we were fur-
rounded with mountains, which pre-
vented the -invafians .df an hoflile £oe,
but ftill we were ‘not. happy. It was °
thought that the rich lived in volup-
tuous .idlenefs on :the Jabongs of the
poor,




THE VAGABOND. 193

poor, and that we thould never be

happy till the moft perfe& equahty was
eflablithed. ~

¢ It would be endlefs to enumerate
the devices of a fet of madmen- and
knaves, who ftunned the peoples’ ears
perpetually with fyftems fo impraéti-
cable, that mankind muft have been
re-modelled to {uit them ; and indeed
feveral treatifes were written, and feve-
ral experiments tried to change the very
conflitution of the human nature. -It
was proved that no man could die if
fear and prejudice had not prepared his
mind for death ; and confequently it fol-
lowed, that to diveft our minds of this
prejudice was to become immortal.

¢ It was proved clearly, by fome
fyRemifers, that,the people ought, with-
out éxemption, to have a right of voting
and fending delegates to our Council
of the Elders, and that new reprefenta-
- Vou. IL. K tives
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tives fhould be chofen every year. Not
to fay any thing of the riots, debauchery,
and excefs, which difgraced the whole
nation at thofe periods, it was foon
found that fcarce any mam of real
worth and tearning was'returned to the
Council. Thofe who were moft extra-
‘vagant, and could tickle the rude bu-
mours of a mob, were. chofen repre-
fentatives. The lower orders likewife
took pleafure in fending fome of their
own clafs, and perfons of the meaneft
defcription were ele&ed in a drunken
frolic. Thefe reprefentatives would,
however, have been cyphers,. if any
proportion Had been preferved, and
would very ably have reprefented their
conflituents : — but the great mifchief
arofe from the middle clafs of fociety,
who; in point of numbers were pearly
" equal, and .in point of influence more
than equal ; for, if'a man had any do-
meftics or journcymen, thefe -were ne-
eeﬂiuwd t0 voue wwh their mafler, and

then
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then mafters were t!mvcrfaﬂym&nenced
by the powers of - oratory. Any man
who could rant and declaim was certain
of their fupport, and our great Coun-

" €l became like the forum of the an-
_cients,” where a demagogue could work
-the ‘people into paffion, and lead them
to any prepofterous fcheme he fan
cied. A

‘trigt

b} :‘“

< The influence of the crown was
foon overturned: — the people were
deluded with the oftenfible profpe& of
liberty, which none of -them could de-
feribe; and ‘their leaders throwing off
the mafk, a civil war enfued, in which
near a million of people perithed.: The
royal family was deftroyed; the arifto~
cracy nearly annihilated, for the nobles
adhevred to the crown, from which their,
honours were derived; and the rich
were compelied to divide their proper- -

ty, or were proferibed, and the moft

K2  fhocking
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fhocking excefles took place; dur-
ing which, all men of any propery
were in danger of deftrultion*. Equa-

lity in every fenfe of the word was to be
i eftablithed,

* For the information of the reader, I will tran-~
fcribe a picture of the domiciliary vifits at Paris,
from Mr. Peltier's Dernier, Tableaux de Paris,
printed in London. ¢ At ten o'clock at night groups
of foldiers, placed at the angles of all the ﬁrects,
arrefted whoever was yet found ftraying about.—
Two hours had not yet been fufficient for thofe who
fought a place of fecrecy and furety againft the for-
midable inquifition. The hufband fled from his
wife, and the father from his children, whom he
prefled to his bofom, thinking it was for the laft
time. Every one thinks himfelf accufed : every one
fears that "amongft their vifitors will be ‘found an
encmy or a {py, or a fervant who will difcover his
place of refuge. One flies to the moft diftant quar-
ter of the city, here one is received, there one .is
repulfed, and the fatal moment which approaches
doubles the inquictude and anxiety. Decency is in
. a degree violated by friendfhip :—here the brother
fhares the bed of his fifter; and there chaftity and
virtue implores ap afylum from vice; and’ many.
.ofe lwcs had been withoyt a ftain, feck fecurity

undep
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eftablifhed, and all laws, facred and ci-
vil, were abrogated. All things valua- "
ble and curious loft their worth, becaufe
there was- no longer a market, - If a
man worked, or if he remained idle,
food and raiment was all he had to ex-

= pett; and genius in.one hour feemed
blafted from the land. ’

¢ No man would work for his neigh=
bours, becaufe the reward deftroyed
the juft balance of equality. It was
found that no work could be done
without having fome fubordinate clafs,
like the Helots, who did- the drudgery
of the Spartans. This in our coun-
try not being praficable, and the wo-
men havingdeclared themfelves no long-
er dependents on’ the men, but equal in
every point, it was reflolved to fubje®t

under the curtains of proftitution, Every where
perfons and property are concealed, every where
the interrupted founds of the muffled hammer are
heard ftriking with a flow and fearful ftroke.’

K3 . them



198 " THE VAGABOND.

them by force to’ the labour necefary
for providing foad, raiment, and (helter
for the community, while the men
fhould be employed ftudying the public

. * The female fex foon draoped under «
this ufage, and entreated t@ be rein-
ftated in the ancient {flavery, for they
found the rough employmenid not only
fpoil their features, and render thema
‘objedis of indifference, but they were
imcapable of building houfes, and other
laborious exertions. The whole labour
of the natien was now at a ftand, till a
prodigious great philofopher obferved,
that were all men necefiated to work,
the labour would fearcely be felt by
any.

¢ It was computed, that under the
-old regime,. one.twentieth of the people
bad been employed in agriculture. If

" then this were divided, it would amount )

to

j
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to half an hour a day no one would
fhrink from this — nothing could be
fairer — but, . haw- was this to be en<
forced? ¥or it had been proved by
this fame great man, in a very elaborate
and verbofe book of political juftice,
that no people could reprefent or be repre-
Jfented®; that no man could give his
vote away by delegation, and the people

* believed him.’

¢ .1 have no doubt of it,’ faid Do&lor
Alogos. ¢ My companions are very
great philofophers, and made me believe
wonderful impratibilities,’

¢ Well,” continued Parecho, ¢ anar-
chy and maffacre would have been the
confequence, if a few men had not
feized themf{elves the helm of bufinefs,
and declared themfelves cenfors gene-

. % What will the advocates for a reprefentative
government fay to this dotrine of M. Godwin ?
- Kyg rale
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ral.  This was by no means difficult,
for they had only to talk more about
the public good, and profefs principles
more hyperbolical than the philofophers,
to lead the people any way.’

" ¢ It might naturally have been fup-
‘pofed, that genius would have roufed
itfelf from the torpor of an éguality
with dulnefs; but there remained no
fimulant, no man being allowed to
enjoy greater conveniencies or luxuries
than another, and therefore labours of
ingenuity loft their reward. Kvery
fpecies of trade was crufhed at once,
becaufe it is the nature of ¢rade to
amafs, and the nature of equality to

defiroy.’

¢ Our metropolis, to which we are
advancing, is daily finking into decay.
Nothing new is proje€ted—all our arts
are falling into oblivion, as children are
’ . not
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not allowed: i¢* employ their attention
on any: one thing in particular, but to
be provided at five-and-twenty, well
regulated, aftive, and prepared to learn®;
thus while they pretend to learn every
thing, they learn nothing, for the hu-
man mind is of narrow extent, and the
next generation will be within a‘{hade
of aflual favagifm.’

During this difcourfe they had reach-
ed the precinfts of a large and vener-
able city, but evidently under a rapid
decay. ‘The molt difgufting filth co-
vered the ftreets, emitting a fhocking
and mephetic vapour. The people
were all naked, marked with extreme
deje@tion, and half the houfes were
fhutupt, ' )
o ¢ What

* Godwin's Enquirer, page 5.

+ The reader is referred to Dr. Meyer's Fragmens
Jur Paris, tranflated into French by Dumourier,

Ks where
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* What is the reafon of this? faid
the Do8or ;  we generally impute the
decreafe of population to the perni-
cious effefls of fedentary and mecha-
nical employ.’

¢ It is difeafe,’ replied Parecho:. * our
phyficians have forgot their fkill, and
no new ftudents can be reared from the
want of oftenfible reward,- and fome
diftin&ion to talent.’

¢ But common humanity, one would
fuppofe, fhould ftimulate them to pro-
mote the public good,’ faid the Doc-
tor. '

¢ Very likely,’ anfwered Parecho,
¢ but common humanity will- not teach
men' Kill, there muft be a laborious

where he will find' a true but wretched defeription

of a.country labouring under the pratice of tie new

philofophy. ’
3 exer~
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‘exertion. of mind, and that cannot be
the cafe when we have fo many ather
demands, and the man of genius is loft
in the promifcuous crowd. We were
.told indeed that genius was to be the
only claim to diftin&tion; but it was
foon found, that where all was equal,
there could #e no diftinétion, and ge-
Bious had no means of expanding.’

¢ I begin to think,’ faid the DoBer,
¢ that at leaft there muft be two ordexs
in fociety, thofe who proje&, and thofe
who execute ; for no man will proje&
when he muft execute himfelf, and
. where rio reward is to be gained-{upe~
rior to food ard raiment.’

¢ But if .you allow rewards,” -faid
Parecho, © equality is fapped to the
foundation; you introduce luxury, and
preperty rifes to its old ftandard. Be-
fide, how many fools would fhase it
K6 with
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with the men of genius, without any
merit of their own.’

¢ Surely,’” replied Alogos, ¢ have I
not a .right to do what I will with
the wealth I have honeftly acquired?
May not the chief flimulus to my ac-
tions have been this very privilege of
rendering a foolifh thick-brained fon
my heir? — It ftrikes ‘me that your
.prefent fyftem cannot poffibly conti.
-nue—your people will not be fufficient
to the tafk of gathering in a pentiful
‘harveft.’ A

¢ Indolence in the extreme,’ replied
Parecho, ¢ pofleffes every man, fo much
fo, that the very cares of connubial
saffelion are become burthenfome, and
1 -have attually heard a man debate
-with-his wife, whether half an hour was
pst too much labour for the human
- geconomy.’ '
¢ My
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¢ My companions,’. faid the Do&or,
¢ are two very great philofophers, 'and
not quite fo fublime in their ideas.—
Their {yftem of equality.goes to a right
of pofleffing any of the fex, and I dare.
fay they will not objeét to'the cuftom of
‘your country, in labouring half an hour
for the public good.’

By this time they arrived in agreat
fquare, it was about noon, and our tra-
vellers began to be hungry at fight of
fome large piles of loaves, cakes, and
fruits.—¢ We do not eat inh common,’
faid - Parecho, ¢ becaufe we are not
_obliged to be hungry at the fame time,
but each comes to this repolitory, and
takes what he wants,’

¢ Some may eat double to others,”
obferved the Doftor; ¢how do you ma-
_nage that :

¢ At firlt there were many debates,
but’
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but it being urged ‘that the labour
of all being equal, thofe who eat lit-
tle could not be‘injured, as- they could
do nothing with their fuperfluous earn-
ings.’ ' LT

* It’s very fingular,’ faid Stupeo,”
(the Dottor interpreting) ¢ that fuch
an admirable inftitution fhould have
fuch a firange’'effe&®. Is your govern-
. ment patriarchial, monarchial, ‘tyran-
nical, ariftocratical, oligarchial, or re-
publican?’ ‘

¢ It is republican,’ replied Parecho.
—¢ TFhen I will maintain,’ faid Stupeo,
¢ that it is the beft poffible form ; every
thing is for and by the. people them-
{elves, and they are not taxed to pro-
vide for others.” '

"« Taxes,” replied Parecho, ¢ if. within
moderation,- and not fent out of the
country, are like the returning moifture

s of
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of the dews. Ti&les, wealth, and ho- '

nours, are incentives to .exertion, like
prizes amongft {chool-boys;—and, to
fpeak a truth, the mafs of mankind are
only grown-up chlldren

‘ And why ?’ cried Stupeo,m tnumph
¢ becaufe they are held in_ profound
ignorance.’

-« T will maintain,’ faid Frederick,
¢ -that men are more happy ignorant -

than half learned : they will then fol-
low the purfuits of real life, and are
fatishied with the comforts within their
reach, I am almoft tired of [pecula-
tion.? ‘ ' ‘

¢ It is true,’ faid, Pafechd,' with a
languid fmile, ¢ that your greateft ftick-

N

lers for freedom, if they fee their folly,

beeome as great champions for flavery,
always in extremes. . Under our former
- . government,
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government, which was a limited mo-
narchy, we had every gradation in fo-

“ciety. It was obferved, that the very
rich, and the very poor ranks rarely
produced great.men. It was from the
various fhades of middle life thefe arofe,
and to judge of our real liberty, I will
obferve to you the -general routine of
property. A man of talents, in humble
life, generally raifed himfelf to inde-
pendence ; his fon continuing his track,
or purfuing his maxims, became rich;
bis grandfon claimed titles and honours,
and blazed in the zenith of power; but
his great grand-fon generally fquandered
the eftates, and the family again funk, to
ife after two or three generations.*

¢ That is exa@lly as it is in Great
Britain,” faid Do&or Alogos.

¢ But truth,’ cried Stupeo, * is om-
nipotent. It is felf-demonftrated that
‘ that
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that government which is inftituted by
and for the people, is for the bencfit *
of the people, and equality * is as ne-
ceflary to -genuine liberty as air is to
life.’

¢ But here,” faid the Doéftor, ¢ isan
example.’—¢ Examples have nothing to
do with rational principles and meta-
phyfical arguments.’ -

¢ Do the people always prefer their
own good? inquired Parecho. ¢ Do
they not cut each others throats to-day,
for what they defpife to-morrow ? Are.
they ever conftant to one point? Is it

¢ T know many of the new fchool will fay that I
mifreprefent the meaning of equality, that they do
not mean equality of property, but equality of.
rights : the truth is, they mean 2oth, though the
faireft pretence is-held out,” Are not titles and dif-
tintions property ? But that is not where they

would ftop, as every man of common intelligence
knows,

pofiible
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~ poffible then that fuch a mafs of con-
tradi®ion fhould govern itfelf? Look
at this wretched half-peopled city, aban-
doned to idlenefs and vice, for it is
neceffary the human mind fhould be
employed, and when it is not in good,
itisinevil. It is only indolence pre-
vents this people cutting cach others
throats; as it is, there {carcely paffes a
day without fome violent atrocity, and
two or three fuicides.’

¢ But is there no means to ftimulate
‘them to fome great afion? faid the
Doftor; * and again introducing arif-

. tocracy, for to me ariftocracy appears

the univerfal government; for, moft
_certainly the fele€t poffeflors of the
grcateﬁ power and conneétion, govern
the monarch . by their ftrength and ad-
vice, or the people by their influence
" and intrigues.’ ' '

¢ A govern-
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‘¢ A government,” replied Parecho,
¢ to be invulnerable againft the attacks'
of time, and for the benefit of every
individual, muft be like a pyramid, rifing
from a broad bafe to a point. The
greateft portion of mankind will of ne-
ceffity be mean; thefe are the bale, and

‘every advaoce higher is to the benefit
of the clals or ftrulure, till we rife to
a folitary point, which finifhes the work.
We may indeed make other forms of -
firu&ure, but no one without a bafe: if

it is all bale, all equality, there can be
peo building, and of all buildiags, the
pyramidical is found to refift longeft the
deftruflion of the elements. Had Na- .
ture defigned men to be equal, (in ex-
ception to all other produélions,) the
* would bhave endowed them with equal
flature, prowefs, and intelleét.’ '

Turning the corner of the ftreet, they
faw a map ftanding on a tub, declaiming
to a concourfe of naked people.~

' ¢ This,®
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-« This,” faid Parecho, ¢ is one of our
philofophers — we will hear him a mo-
ment.’

- ¢ Citizens !” faid the rhetorician,’ <let
us never forget the glorious day of our
emancipation from flavery, when a new
area, a new epoch, ever to be celebrated
in the annals of man,” began; when 2
great people fet afide at once every
fpecies of government, allotted each in-
dividual his fhare in the terreftial globe,
and fet their feet upon the necks of
trade and commerce. Thefe two mon-
fters are happily firangled, and exulting
men heard their cxpiring groans, Now,
citizens, no man labours for others, it
is all for bimfelf, and he may enjoy the
fruits. of it beneath his own vine, and
under his own. fig-tree. The fun of
fcience has arifen, and darknefs flies
before her to the borders of the univerfe.
Where fhall we ftop? Who fhall fet
bounds to our purfuits? Yes, you will
’ wonder
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wonder at. the difcoveries of intellet.
"This earth upon which we ftand, is prov-
ed to be no biggerin reality than an.apri=
cot, fo wonderful are the deceptions of
our fenfes. What is matter compofed of
but particles ad infinitum 2 And thefe are
united - by attraltion, fo thatattraétion
is, in fa&, the only caufe of bulk or
extenfion. ‘But, have we not magnifying
glafles, which make an infe& - appear
as big as a cart-horle:? And what are
our eyes but magnifying glafles, which
{fo deceive us, that what we take for
‘men fix feet high, and forefts rifing to
the clouds, are nothing more, than im-
perceptible animals upon a peach, to
whom the down appears in their eyes,
large trees? Who after this will give
credit to- their {enfes? Who will not
doubt every thing?-—Citizens, I have
an amazing improvement to offer your
refleion—it requires your affiftance,
as the artift will not be abl’e. to complete

: ' it
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it in lels than a thoufind days, with
fix changes of twenty hands per day,
which will only be one hundred and
twenty, a number that will do little more
than plant an acre of garlic. . This
grand invention is a plough, which will
work by itfelf, ploughs three acres of
ground in ten minutes, reaps it at the
fame time, and thrathes it out into
bins. Thus, citizens, we fee the effeéls
of the human mind when umrammelled
by tyrants, and thus thall’mind over-
come* matter, infomuch, that I will ven-
ture to promounce a folemn fa&, that
we fhall fhortly be able to make aato-
.matons, to do every a& of labour the
human fpecies arc now neceffiated to
perform.”

* Is it poffible,” faid the DoRor, ¢ the
orator believes himfelf?’

¢ The people muft be: fools to believe
) . hiin,’
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him,’ faid Frederick: ¢ he will perfuade
them next that he will thrath the cora
before it grows.’

’

¢ And I fhould not wonder if they
gave him credit,” anfwered Parecho.
¢« This man was an apothecary before
he commenced orator, but his €loquence
gaining him applaufe, he left the rattle
of the peftle, for the clatter of his own
tongue, and he is now fo great a favou=
rite, that any thing he utters is received
with appiaufe. Have you no men in
your country who are heard with de-
light while they fpeak nonfenfe ?’-

¢ Yes,” replied the Do&or mourn-
fully, ¢ we have too many: I fear our
country will one day be like yours, or
even worfe, for my countrymen are of
[o reftlefs a difpofition, that, were they
equal to-day, like you citizens, to-
mMOorrow they would be plunged in

anarchy.’
d ¢ I hope,’



216 THE VAGABOND.

" ¢ I hope,’ faid Parecho, ¢ they will
not quit the reality of felicity with fome
natural evils, for the fhade with every
poffible ill.”

 GHAPTER
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CHAPTER VIIL

AN

MORAL VIRTUES, THEORY AND PRAC- -
TICE STUPEO 18 CONVINCED
THERE ARE o'razn EXISTENGES BE-
smxs HIS owu IDEAS, BY A TRE=.
MENDOUS- nu,uomznon AN NA-;

 TURE.

OUR philefophers were. invited to the.
houfe of their guide, which had once
been extremely magnificent, and. yét.
bore the veftiges of fading grandeur;
it contained fome rich furniture, which
time had not devoured, for as to any

. Vor, II, L " thing

t -
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thing new, it was impoffible to be pro-
cured.

¢ What you fee here,” faid Parecho,
¢ is only the fragments of what I once
pofleffled—my whole property is divided,
and of this houfe I only could claim
two rooms, a chimney-fweeper, and fe-
veral other equally important perfonages
poflefling the others; but fince the mor=
tality in the city, I am allowed my
whole houfe—I had a library of an-
cient Syriac and Egyptian manufcripts,
containing an account of the moft early
ages, together with' thirteen thoufand
modern’produftions. But thefe enlight-
eners of the human race, during their
+ ftruggle for liberty, and the promotion of
genieral knowledge, being in want of cafes
for their fire-powder and ball, condemn-
ed all the libraries to that' purpofé®.” .
P co ‘ ¢ How
" At Narbonne the books have been fent to the
arfenal ; and at Fontaine le Dijor, the’ library of

e —————
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¢ How is it poffible,’ faid the Do&or,
‘you fhould be acquainted with gun-
powder, which is a very modern inven-
tion, and only a few years introduced
into America.’

Parecho fmiled.—¢ My friend,’ faid
he, ¢ as our great anceftor faid, there is
nothing new under the fun.—This art
we learnt from a people of India, call-
ed Oxydracz: Alexander the Great
feared to march againft this people, and

the Fuillants has been thrown afide as wafte, in the
hall of old papers. Horace and Virgil have been
condemned not only for acknowledging tyrants, but
for having been often printed for the ufe of tyrants,
and by the permiffion of tyrants. The meridian
circles made by Butterfield, for the globes of Co-~
ronelli, and the medals which are at the national
library, were calculated to amount to half a little
cannon. At Lyons, Caffenet threw into the cruci-
ble 800 antique medals of gold. Notes at the end
of Playfair's Hiftory, where the new philofopher
will find a catalogue of glorious exploits of a fimi-
lar nature, :

Lea pretended
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pretended it was on account of religion,

but had be paffed the Hyphafis, he

might doubtlefs have made himfelf maf-

ter of the country all round them; but

their cities he could never have taken,
“though he had led a thoufand as brave

as Achilles, or three thoufand fuch as

Ajax to the affault. For they came not

into the field to fight thofe who attacked

them: but thefe holy men, beloved by

the gods, overthrew their enenries with:
témpefts, thander-bolts, and lightening

from the walls *.’

¢ It is very fingular, indeed,’ replied
the Do&or, ¢ but by no means furprifing :
but pray of what race of peopl¢ are you,
fince you feem acquainted with the old
world ¥

¢ We are part of the tribes of Abra-

® See this extraordinary paffage in the life of
Appollonius Tyananus, by Phyloftratus, Lib. ii.
Cap. 14 .
3 ) ham,’
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~ham,’- faid Parecho; we croffed the

great deferts of Tartary and China, tra-
velling thofe regions- of defolation and
eternal ice which unite the Continents,
and in -about one hundred years wan-
.dering difcovered this valley, where we
~were happy as it is poffible. for the
tranfient andpeuﬂw.hlc exifience of man
‘t0 be.”

¢ Haye you no teligipn mquu:ed
the Dotlar,

¢ To-morrow,’ anfwered their \hoﬁ
you fhal] wifit our temp}e, it is fab-
bah.’

The philafophers retired to thelr
room, where fome clean firaw was laid
upon the floor, the beds having been
{equeficsad for the pu.hlm purpofes.

< It mul be.pwnpd faid Fredenck
L3 . ¢ thefe
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¢ thefe people are a whimfical fet, and
do not feem much better for their li-
berty.’

¢ This is a philofophical republic,’ faid
Alogos; ¢ the ancient republics were
fighting republics ;—the Americans and
the Hollanders are trading republies,
but men feemed neither better fatisfied,
better governed, or better fed in any of
them; nor in fa&, do they enjoy fo
many benefits as in a limited monar-
chy.”

¢ But I infift upon it,’ faid Stupeo,
¢ monarchy is unnatural. It is one ty-
rant ufurping the privileges of the whole
people, contrary to the facred majcﬁy
of the body politic.”

_ ¢ But how came that body politic into
being P faid the Do&or. ¢ The roam-
mg families of men,’ replied the great

politician,
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politician, ¢ found the need of mutual
affiftance and defence, and they united
into nations.’
. :
¢ No ;’ replied the Door, ¢you talk
abfurd; it is contrary to the nature of
man—Man is a rapacious animal, and is
‘perpetually (if not curbed by laws and
fubordination) fecking objefts of rapine
and violence.—Let us look back to.the
origin of any people, to the remote an-
nals of .heroic ages, and we fhall find
an herd of robbers gathering together
for the fake of plunder. The boldeft
becomes their leader and chief; the
weak tribes fubmit and join them, till
-their power is irrefiftable, and they
found extenfive empires. Conqueft s
“at firft the only compa, and the people,
_little better than an herd of murderers
direfted by a chief. The ambition of
this chief to excel in fplendor, introdu-
. ces luxury, and foftens the ferocious ha-
bits of his followers; the arts of peace
L4 follow
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follow a court.—The fermentation fab-
fides, or is let off by continual wars,
while the peaceable remain ‘at home,
and this is the hiftory of man in reality.
To talk of a people affembling from the
woods, and forming general laws and
focial compatis, is as abfurd as it-is falfe.
In all eftablifhed governments, the ori-
gin was the fame, whether they were re-
publican or monarchical ; though, for
a thoufand reafons, a limited monarchy
{eems to_ me the beft calculated for man,
as: -diffufing the moft general good,
ard, in fa&l, the greateft proportion-of
real freedom.’

¢ Iam fill convmced cried Stupeo,

< that- -a-ftdte of nature is -the more eli-

Qgible.,h-lt fignifies nothing that ‘the ‘hw-
:man fpecie¢s may be multiplied in fo-
-«iety. - The happinefs, and not the num=
hers -of mankind is to be confidered;

anll the greateft: poflible good would :bs,

10 let ‘one family refide- upon a thoufand

N _ acres,
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acyes, :in the moft perfe& freedom.and
happinefs, rather than have a family
‘upoR .every .acre, with the prefent con~
fegpqnpqs of fociety.!

¢ You talk  firange contradiflions,”
faid the Dofter.—# You are -never con-
fifient ip .your opinions: do you not
know, that ip fociety we .muft darizr
fame prmxleges for a portion of ﬁczal

kappinefs.’ -

¢ But truth, -eternal truth,’ crred Sm.
PéO,‘ls-——-'" S e Vi
¢ What we have heard an hundred. .
tunes faxd Fredenck ¢ in.as many dif-
ferent definitions ; for my part, I am
dlf&uﬁcd with every thing.” Thefe phi-
lofephers were here interrupted by the
{noring of Mungq, who had ‘quietly laid
down | ppon the firaw, untroubled with
the. nature of truth or metaphyfical dif-
quifitions; and the three great men
L . cone
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concluded, that ignorance was in fome
meafure neceffary to happinefs. The
next morning, Parecho attended his
guefts to a large hall, where they found
a great number of people fitting upon
benches; in the midft of the hall was a
fquare platform, railed round, fimilar
to a fmall ftage. There was no orna-
ment to fix the eye, nor any mufic to
catch the ear, a profound filence re-
mained.’ '

¢« Why,’ faid_Alogos to Paré'cho, ‘is
the place painted black.—Have you no
priefts—no muﬁc >

e There was once very fine pamt-
ings,” faid Parecho, ¢ reprelenting the
" miracles in Egypt and the Wildernefs,.
but it was feared by the philofophers
that thefe fymbols would recal to mind
the God of their fathers, which they
withed to expunge from thé- human.
foul.—We ufed to. have fine mufic;
but the muficians could not be. paid;,

’ : and
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and the whole art fell rapidly to decay,
for who would or could attend to the
acquirement of fkill, when all their re-
ward was a bare exiftence. As to the
old priefts, they were deemed to have
enflaved the people, by darkening their
minds with fuperftition, and indulging
themfelves in licentioufnefs ; {o that they
were moft of them deftroyed, and the
veft mingled with the people.” -

A perfon now moved from the crowd,
and mounting the ftage, made an ora-
tion for half an hour upon morality,
political juftice, and-the great book of
Nature, where he afferted every thing
was. to be learnt that was worth. knowe
ing: he concluded with declaring a-
gainft the power of revealed religion,,
to check the crimes of men, affert~.
ing, that morality was every thing, and:
the light of nature the real ftandard of
virtue..

L6 ) The
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The people then wiited fome itime.s
and no one.clfe. coming forward, they
difperfed . to walk in -the ﬁelds, -the day
being dn holiday, :

Our philofophers likewife quitted'the
city, following at a diftance the orator,
who ‘had' harangued “about morality:—
They entered a .grove of trees where
they fat down, converfing on .politics.
A young woman was walking in the
grove, to'whom the moralift advanced,
and feemed to prefs her to fomething
fhe objetted. He was. proceeding to
wiolence, when a young mman {prung:up-
“on him; they both fell to the ground,

but-the orator being the ‘ffrongeft, réfe,
-and with a long knife ftabbed the youth
‘fb’.th"e ‘Heart, and ran a’w’a’y

.8 H6ma P cned Doéor Alogos '« is
‘thete no means of pusiithing the men-
fter? 4

- ¢, This
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¢ This nian,” faid Parecho.indignants .
1y, © is a reformer of the people, and
fuch the confequence of his dorine.
If you:deftroy in the'minds-of men the
belief of an avenging and infinite Pow-.
er, you give loofe to every paffion:in-the
corrupted heart of man.—1It is not pof-
fible-to bring this wretch to juftice, be-
caufe no individunl:has the power of life
and death, unlefs it is done in a private
amanner, by way of retaliation :~—befide,
it is ‘contrary to political juftice, -that
any :paji offence -fheuld be punifhed by
«oercion.’

¢ Very true, faid Stupeo, ¢ that I .
taught the people of England.—But he *
might be fined — .no.man, or body of
_'men, can have a right to pumfh with °
«death.’

K Bdt how will you finea man‘who has -
‘no property, ard where all are equal—
. and
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and what could be done with the fine?
You would foon deftroy equality.’

¢ But you might imprifon him,” faid
Frederick, ¢ to prevent his doing the
fame again.”

* Impoffible,” replied Parecho.—* My
dear Sir, hear the opinions of our great
philofophers. The body is perpetually
changing — the foul of man becomes
every moment a different being : fo that
were we to put this man in prifon, to-
morrow we fhould be confining a to-
tally different being, wholly innocent of’
the crime.” -

¢ Very good,’ replied Doftor Alogos,
¢ the fathionable Mr. Hume has made
moft of the young men converts to - thefe
very do&rines in my country. So that,
notwithftanding I can recolle& a friend
or a wife for twenty years back, they

~ are
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‘are not the fame perfons. T and they
“are changed, transformed, and renewed,
nobody knows how often: and Mr.
Hume, who finifhed the éflays, was not
the Mr. Hume who wrote the treatife
on Human Nature. So Alexander the
Great, who was the fon of Philip of
Macedon, was not the Alexander the
‘Great who fubdued Greece by his flat-
teries, nor him who overthrew the
Perfians.’

¢ Such being the cafe,” faid Parecho,
¢ it is plain, that there can be no pu-
nithments without they are -corporeal,
nor any corporeal punifhment without
nfringing political juftice : you cannot
reftore the injury done td fociety, by
committing an outrage in the amcte of
pumlhment > '

‘ Tben crime may be done with im~
punity,’ faid Do&or Alogos.
: ¢ Wha»;
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¢ What a delightful country,” cried
Stupeo. ¢ .I will never .quit it. The
human mind is here in pesfe@® freedom.
At length, .y dear .Frederick, we
have found the place where our :prim-
ciples are pra@licable, where.truth and
philofophy fhines with beams of era-
diating fplendour, and the dignity -of
human natuse .is unfophifticated iin .jts
purfuits,’ .

¢ Would that I were once more in
England with my dear lLaura, if .the
children .of nature have,not .murdered
her,” - faid the Door, ‘with a -deep
figh. ' :

Frederick knew not what to think;
" his fenfes frequently contradited thc
profound Stupeo, and often led him to
think his tutor in the wrong; but the
. philofophical difquifitions, the -grand
doltrines of the greate[t :good, and

‘the

4
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the elegant Romance of Polisical Jﬁf-
tice, inclined him again ‘to ‘the new
phllofophy

Our vagabonds returned to the city,
when they became hungty. —Stupeo
grumbled very much to find only cearfe
breall and fruits, with clear ‘weter.——
* Fave you no fermented liquors,’ lf'ald
‘he, *mo fpirits

‘¢ No,” anfwered' Parecho: ¢ {pirits
could not be the univerfal -drink, inde-
pendent of the labour to procure them:
‘they are, therefore, wunallowable in a
Rate of equality. At fifft, when they.
were diftributed according 'to every
‘oné’s pledfure, the fireers were filled
‘Wwith drunkards. Nature never defign-
ed men to drink liquid fire.”

¢ Atlealt; faid Frederick, © I'Thould
think
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think animal food would give variety to
your table.’

¢ What,’ replied Parecho, ¢ rear ani-
.mals on purpofe to deftroy them. Na-
ture never tells us any fuch thing—we
ufed formerly to have excellent oxen,
but fince labour has been equally di-
vided, no body will undertake to breed
them; and the fpecies is become al-
moft extint; befide, no one would
take the unpleafant office of butcher,
where there was no reward.’

¢ Human life,” faid the Do&or, is
,not worth enjoying, when we thus li-
mit our purfuits—the very peafants in
my country enjoy infinitely more advan-
tages: and what does any govern-
ment fignify, if in reality men are nat
benefited, the intellefts expanded, and
their gratifications increafed ’

It
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« It is a falfe tafte,” faid Stupeo,
¢ which has introduced animal food:
and if we do indulge in it, why not eat

it raw ?’—Nature, had fhe intended we.

fhould feed upon drefled dithes, would
have produced animals ready roafted
and boiled.’

¢ And why not,’ faid Parecho, ¢ have
-1oaves and cakes ready baked, grow up-
on ftalks in the field: all this is a devia-
“tion from nature, and very abfurd in
great philofophers to follow. But feri-
-oufly, what is this jargon about na-
ture —What is nature ?’

¢ Why, nature,” anfwered Stupeo,
¢ is that which every man fees with his
. -eyes—it is vifible at firft view to all un-
derftandings — it is the influence of
rational principles impinging -upon’
men, aftions palpable to every com-
prehenfion: — It is derived from the
ﬁngle letter N,—Take the Latin words
: nafcon
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palcor, natus, natura, and the Fszench
'né, for born, analyfe them, and you
will find that

Afcor being but afrequenuvc,

Atus’a common idiomatic eagpreﬂion,
Atura the {ame,

€ the fame,

reduces all thefe words to the ﬁngle
leuer N, which offers no fenfe; refore
the eliptic fyllable g, cut off by the
ufual tendency of languages to con-
traftian, or to euphony, you hawe ,ge~-
afcor, gen-atus, gen-atura,. geg-€ ; in
which gen. the radical of genaratiar, of
kind, of begimming, and of hundreds
more, gives a clear fenfe, and confe-
«quently are derived from Teywaw *:thus
nature fignifies beginning, or -heget-
ting; fo that to a& according ta .me-
ture, .is to begin, to beget, to-:produge,
which is accoxding to the hght of :reafon
-and nature,’ :

“.'EEHWWEMLDWOW- ,
¢ But
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¢ But what is the light of nature?
cried Door Alogos :—¢ We know the
genuine meaning”of the word, but you
apply to nature a perfonality : you make
a“mere aftion an aftive being ; fuch are
the confequences of applying terms,
when the real meaning of the word is
not underftood ; and thus we go to deny"
a Creator, and place in his ftead nota"
power, not a being, but an abfolute
adlion, calted a beginning or a beget-
ting. ‘Thaus to exprefs ourfelves clear-
ly, we fhould fay, Tke aét of beginning
*eaches us to prefer good for evil. The
a& of beginning has produced all things.
Thus we fhould avoid the abfurdity of
confounding an aét with the perfon of
the alor, for even a new philofopher
would ftartle, if, in place of faying man
can be no longer happy than while he
lives according to nature, we were to’
fay—man can be no longer happy than
while he lives according to the aé of be-
ginning. Let the worfhippers of the

ot
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a8 of beginning, or nature, remember the
advice of Mr. Lock, to be perfectly ac-
quainted with the meaning of words they.
begin to difpute about, and not over-
throw fociety with a cant jargon of equi-
vocal expreflion. But we are now
plunging into the profound and muddy
abyfs of metaphyfics, and fhall lofe
ourfelves in the darknefs.’

¢ How do you marry in this country
of equality ?* faid . Frederick: ¢ Isita

civil or religious ceremony ?’
¢ It cannot well be called either,
replied Parecho. ¢ At the firft efta-
blifhment of equality, every man gave
a. full fway to his paffions, and in one
week there was f{carcely a maid above
fourteen. The labour of the females,
as I informed you before, rendered
~ them very indifferent objefls to the
Young men, and it was judged a devia-
tl‘0n from equality, that one man fhould
have
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have a pretty wife, and another an ordi- -
nary one. It .was propofed that all
young people, arrived at the age of mar-
riage, fhould once a year affemble, and
the neareft of flature divided into parcels,
cach cafting lots for his partner :—they
are then deemed married, and if they
have children cannot be difunited; but
if they have not, they may, by mutual
confent, change every year, becaufe the"
number of the people are the ftrength
of the republic ; thus we attempt to in-
creafe population, while we fmother the
principles of vitality.’

¢ Have you any mode of punifhing
adultery ?* inquired Stupeo. :

¢ No; the will of the fex is free, and
were’ it not a matter of policy, no man "
would marry.’ '

¢ That-is as it ‘thould be,” faid Stu-
peo:
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peo: ¢ if the rich of the old workd
knew of this blefled fpot, you would
have no reafon to complain of the de-

cay of your people.’

¢ No- grafs grows in our highways,®
faid Parecho: ¢ licentionfnefs and de-
bauchery will never increafe or improve
the human fpecies ; the people muft
have a tafte for domeflic enjoyments ;
a hope muft be excited of reward for
the rearing of an offspring, or mnatural
affection will do very litde.

¢ You fhall go with me to England,?
faid Do&tor Alogos; ¢ you fhall: fee
there the remains of conjugal affeQion,
and the virtues which ftill linger in
Europe ; you fhall tell the people the
effefts of this horrid and- xmpra&xcable.
fyftem of equality.’ '

¢ Impoffible,” faid Patccho.;—"a man
who
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who is really a patriot, will not abandon
his country when it isin danger. The
hour may come when the people will
awake, and they will need fome one to
dire@ their rifing hopes.’

¢ I will return,” cried the Do&or;,
¢ that I may at leaft fet my example
before them, and would to God they

could fee the precipice to which they
are blindly ftraying, and open their eyes

to the private views and interefts of
thofe mifcreants who are fhaking the
torch of fedition in their face, while
-they feek only an opportunity of pick-
ing their pockets.’

Stupeo made a long oration againft
leaving the country, where the new
philofophy completely triumphed, pro-
tefting if they had but a little brandy,.
he would prefer it to any fpot on the
earth ;- and Frederick, who was nearly

Vour. II. . M . afhamed
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athamed of his former opinions, con-
" fented to follow the Do&or.

Having taken leave of Parecho, they
returned by the way they came, not a
little amufed with thofe naked philofo-
phers, who were ftudying the public
good, and working in ratio for the fup-
port of equality.

¢ It feems to me,” faid the Door,
¢ that to ftudy private good would be
more advantageous: it is impoffible the
public good can be eftablithed upon pri-
wvate evils.’ '

They clambered the rugged . moun-
tains with difficulty, defcending again
to the forefts of America. The day
was extremely fultry, not a breath of
air whifpered amongft the trees, and a
ftrong fulphurous fmell exhaled around
them. A thick haze overfpread the

-2 ) face
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face of the heavens, through which the
fun appeared oné moment purpdc, and
the next violet.

« Ol horrible 1" cried Stupen: * what
do I fee? The phenomenz of. .nature

aye: changing — the defolation of all .-

things.is a-tband 2, PR

. What defolation " faid the Doflor
calmly ; ¢ are you frightened at your own
ideas? or do you think this terene ha-

bitation will diffolve? Do you believe

in the revelations and prophecy ¥’

¢ isﬁuis a moment to talk of fuch
things,’ faid Stupeo, '* when an-inftant
may {wallow us alive into the gulph of
hell2 Do yau not feel-the ground trem-
ble bencath you? .

« The ground tremble!” faid the \
Doftor; ¢ what, have you an {dea in
- Mg your

_=d
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your head of the ground bcmg in-con-
vulﬁons?’ :

¢ An idea!’ cried Stupeo; ¢ can any
man in hisfenfes call this an-idea? Lodk
at the dreadfiil appearance of the funm,
and fay if that’s an idea: .fee how the
“trees bend—the earth moves like the
“waves of the ocean:—QO God' what will
become of us!’ :

At thefe words Stupeo .caft himfelf
upon the ground, which .was agitated by
an earthquake, and exhibited -a -{cene
tremenduoufly grand. The mountains,

"over which they had juft pafled, fplit
with dreadful chafms, tumbling frag-
ments of rocks broke from their .beds,
and rufhed into the plains, tearing all
before them. The earth undulated
‘like a moving lake—at the intervals of
a.few minutes, yawning with a frightful

. 1ent, and clofing with a drcadful con-

' cuffion;
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cuffion; a large favannah funk at a dif-
tance, and a body of water.overwhelm-
€d it for ever. ’

¢ Oh! omnipotent Being,’ cried Doc~
tor Alogos, falling on his knees, ¢ pro-
te€t us from the furrounding ruin—if
fuch, O Preferver of mankind, be the
_confequence of fome trifling diforder
in nature, what would this world be if
governed alone by chance P—1It depends
upon thee for ever for its exiﬂencé, and,
if thy power be withdrawn, every atom
will difunite, and the wind bear them
like ‘chaff through the regions of
fpace.’ - '

¢ I acknowledge,’ faid Fredericl
eve gazing upon the dun face o
. heavens ;.* I acknowledge thereis a
and ETERNAL POWER. The
nomenz of nature muft convince
we are not fools, but it is ealy in a
region; where the feafons are fa

M3
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ruffied by a florm, to doubt the exif-
tence of a God, as men frequently doubt
in their own minds, whether they fhall
die before they arrive at’an hundred
while health floats in their veins.’

¢ It is not fufficient,” faid Do&or
Algos, ¢ that we behold the wondery
of nature, thefe can only-infpire our
minds with the fublime and the terrific;
we muft be taught firft by revelation, the
great truths of religion, and then fhall
we find a conﬁrmanon in every particle
of matter.’

. C e
For half an hour the fhocks of the
earth continued, and the profoundeft
- filence fealed the lips of thefe philofo-
phers. Horror chilledtheir-veins, and
they expeéted that the hour of final ven-
geance was come, when the moft High
fhould judge the world. By degrees
the undulations became fainter; the
ﬁamng‘rocks remained in their beds,
- and
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and the philofophers found fufficient ~

courage to feat themfelves upon a frag-
ment. ’

¢ At this moment,’ faid Frederick,
“a folemn awe, a ftrange fenfation trem-
bles through my frame—I fecl that I am
re-affured, and 1 do not fear this fcene
of defolation:—I would at this moment
that I could believe in the immortality
.of the foul; but we are told'in the cigh-
teenth century, that it is a modern in-
vention of Chriftianity.’

¢ Like many other falfehoods which
are delivered dogmatically,’ :faid the
Do&or; ¢ there are none greater than
this. There is fcarcely a nation or

‘people under the heavens who have
not believed in it, though fome of their
ignprant young men have pretended to
fet it afide, merely becaufe it did not
agree with the excefs of their paffions.
Thofe people we call heathens, in the
My Elyfian
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Elyfian fields, plainly teftify their be-
lief, which is as ancient as record can
refer to.— Homer was no philofopher of
the eighteenth century—but wé might go
higher than Homer, we might travel
to the ages immediately fucceeding the
deluge when the Noahchide !/ fettled
in the Median méuntains, when the
Cuthites hued out the mountains of
Thebes into caverns, which exift to this
day, an everlafting memorial of that
great devaftation. In-thefe caverns,
fafe, as they hoped, from another flood,
and before they dared venture into the
plains (where they built the city of
Thebes) they invented the myRteries of
‘hyrogliphics to convey the facred doc-
trines of their religion, which, doubt-
" Jefs they received by traditions. prior to
the deluge®. In thele hyrogliphics the
Thebaic beetle had principal pant,-and
was the emblem of immortality for two

* Bruce's 'i‘ravels.
reafons:
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reafons: the firlt, becaufe, after the wa-
ters of the Nile fubfide, and leave the
mud behind ; this infe@t is the firft which
appears, and is thence emblematic of
the refurretion; and the fecond, be-
caufe the beetle is the longeft lived of
any infe& known, far exceeding ‘the
age of man. From thefe people. de- -

fcended the Egyptians, the fathers of
fcience. A .colony .alfo fpread eaft-

ward, and were the founders of the

Hindoo nations, profeﬁing the religion
of Buddha or Boodh, who was the

Hermes, or Mercury of the weftern,

and the. Woden, Odin, or Gwoden of

the northern world*. It is remarkable -
that all the primitive mythologies agree
in every grand point, as the exiftence:
of a great Supreme, the creation, the.
immortality of the foul, and future re«
wards ‘and pun’i]hmcnts. The 'Aemé‘m

.. See Maurice’s very curious work of Indian
Antiqumes :

. ' Mjs or\
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or Druids, who, according to Pliny,
took their name from Jew; an oak,
though inhabiting the regions of the
North, yet agree in thefe points of re-
ligion with the people of the torrid
zone. Were I'to enter into the afton-
“ifhing difcuffion, which, of itfelf muft
firike the mind with amazement, we
fhould perceive that the firft inhabitants
of the earth had a pure religion, un-
mixed with fable, and that it is me
whieh has -introduced amongft them
fo many fiftitious deities : but, to prove
to you what I have faid, I will repeat to
you part of a paffage. relative to a future
heaven, which is taken from the Ice-
landic, and was the tradition of the
;ancient - Celtz,- Danes, Scytheans, &c.
from whom the nations of Europc are

defcended.

- Speaking of the deftrution of the
world :—The fire confumes every thing,
: cml the flame reaches up o heaven ; bui

prefently
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2rc_[mtlj after, a new earth fprings up from
the bofom of the waves, adorned with green

meadows ; the fields there bring forih,
without culture ; calamities are there un-
known; a palace is* there raifed more
Jhining than the fun, all covered with
gold : this is the place that the juft inhabit,
and enjoy delights for ever more. Then
the powerful, the valiant, He who governs
all things, comes forth from his lofly abodes
to render divine Juftice—He pronounces
decrees—He cftablifhes the facred deflimies
which_fhall endure for cver®.

¢ Such is the do&rine of thofe men

" we call heathens, whom we are told
only - invented deities through fear.
But let us one moment now, when the
earth ceafes its concuffions afk, if the
point-blank affertion of the new philo-

# See this paffage, amongfl many very fingular

remgins of antiquity, in Mallet's Northern Antj-
quitics,

M6 ~ fophers
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fophers be true, when they teil us that
the immortality of the foul cannot be
traced from the Old Teftament.’

¢ Prove tl;at it can,’ faid Stupeo;—
¢« prove that, and I will believe any
thing.’ '

‘ W\bat do you fay of Saul and the
Witch of Endor® faid the Doétor.
« The very identical fpirit of Samuel
was fuppofed to appear, which could
not have been, if they believed the foul
either a bundle of tranfient. ideas with
. Hume, or mere matter. What do you
fay of charmers and dealers with fami-
liar fpirits? or in the Ecclefiaftes,
.chap. 8, v. 21, where Solomon afks,
who knoweth the fpirit of a man that
goeth upward, and the fpirit of a beaft
that goeth downward to the earth? But
even more plain than all this, we read in
the twelfih chapter of Daniel, Many of
them that flecp in the duft of the carth fhall

B ) Y awake,

.
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awake, fome to everlafling life, and fome to
Shame, and everlafling contempt.—In the
4th chapter of Job, he fays, Then a fpi-
7zt pafled before my face, and the hair
of my head ftood up*. /

¢ But why,’ faid 'St\upeo, ¢ is-not the
Old Teftament as full in this point as
the New? And why did not Mofes’
law declare future rewards and punifh-
ments ?*

¢ The Old Teftament,” -anfwered the
Doctor, © contains only the civil code
of the Jews, holding up to them a deity
who held fin in fo much abhorrence,
that its effefts were 'entailed to the
fourth generation. The fublime doc-
trines of Chriftianity were referved for
a greater than Mofes to promulgate ;
‘though it was evident the Jews, as well

* The book of Job is reckoned one of the moft
ancient by canonifts. .
as
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as other nations, believed the immor-
tality of the foul.’ .

¢ Why,” faid Frederick, ¢ could you
ever doubt, when you feem fo capable
of removing the doubts of others

¢ Becaufe,” anfwered Doflor Alogos,

< the-human mind is charmed with no-
velty, and lofes folid reafon in the glare
of plaufible Hypothefis. It requires
refletion to perceive that the philofo-
phers of the prefent day are fupremely
~ ignarant, and to cover which, they pre-
tend to deny and difcredit every relic
of antiquity, by which they would
plunge the world again into .ignorance.
‘What are the dead languages is a com-
mon cry—they teach us nothing—we
fhould be ftudying man: but, how pray
ar¢ we to ftudy man;~man, who is a
creature of experiencé, when we deftroy
the experience of ages? I have a&ually
heard a public charafler, a man of the
' literary
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literary world maintain, that all the
claflics were mere forgeries of the fifth
_ century, and that he did not believe
there ever exifted fuch perfons as
Homer, Demofthenes, &c.’.

The face of the {ky by degrees be-
-came ferene, and the vagabopds bent
their caurfe by the altitude of the fun.
Stupeo fupported his principles with
more vehemence than ever, and ridi-
culing his late trepidation, he afferted
that it was a mere accidental impul-
fion of the _animai acconomy, arifing
from the a&ion of the air in its per-
turbed ftate, and had nothing in com-
mon with his rational faculties, and the
grand principles of truth and reafon, °
and univerfal man. .

Frederick revolved in filence the
words of Do&tor Alogos—he fhuddered
at the remembrance of his former ac-
tions, and would have openly dere-

li€ted
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li@ed from his profeflions, had he not
been afthamed of the reproaches of Ssu-
peo, who perpetually declaimed againft
that imbecility of mind, which, having
once felt the force of reafon, and the
grand light of truth,.returned agam to
fuperﬁmon and ignorance.

To thefe taunts Do&or Alogos fteadi-
ly replied, that, to fay he had changed

[
|
his opinion, was -only to fay he was wifer ‘
to day than he was yeficrday.

- ’

CHAPTER ’
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CHAPTER 1X.

\

STUPEO QUITS THE WORLD 'IN A
‘ n("«zmc IDEA—AN UNEXPECTED
MEETING, AND THE CONCLUSION
OF WHAT 1S NOT CONCLUDED.

DURI‘\IG many days, thefe philofds.
phers wandered in the woods, till their
ammunition was expended and their
fpirits exhaufted.—They had no.means’
of, making a fire, and had for fome
time¢ devoured all their game raw, to
the no fmall prejudice of a ftate of na- -
ture—for even Stupeo himfelf allowed,

 that
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that the idea of provifions drefled, was
better than the idea of them raw.—
Their bodies were worn out with fatigue
and want: and they were.fo miferable,
as to defire death as a relief.

For three days they tafled nothing
but water, and a few berries which grew
wild.—Their cloaths were partly worn
from their backs, and the remnants
were animated with living multitudes:
—a fevere fever burnt in the veins of
Frederick, and but for the fteady en-
couragement of the Doftor, he would
have funk by the way :—their beards
were grown to a philofophical length,
and take .them all in all, they appeared
truly the vagabond children of nature.

In this forlorn condition, Stupeo ut-
tered curfes with volubility, arraigning
the condu&t of Providence, if {uch there
really were.

Doétor
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Doftor Alogos endeavoured to in-
fpire him with patience, obferving, that.
Providence was not to blame, as them-
felves had wilfully plunged into the wil-
dernefs in fearch of an ignus fatuus.

When they were all nearly at the laft
exertion, ‘they were overtaken by a tribe
of Indians returning from an expedi,
tion againft another tribe; and as they-
could make no defence, they became
prifoners without a firuggle. Thefe
men of nature having fed them with a
pafte of pounded Indian corn, tied their
hands behind: them, and, notwithftand. |
ing they were every moment at the
point of fainting, urged them forward
in a rapid march — poor Mungo fell
down and expired, with the over-exer-
tion; but his fate did not move with
falfe pity, the callous bofoms of thefe
children of nature. -

Stupeo
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Stupeo was almoft diftraBted at his
condition, though he obftinately infit-
ed, that pity was a falfe feeling of weak- |
nefs in the human heart. Frederick
now remembered, that Roufleau bad
faid, ¢ That pity was a natural fentiment,
which moderates in each individual the
alivity of. felf-love, concurripg to the
mutual prefervation of all the fpecies.
So wonderfully do great philofophers
contradi@ each other in the grand af-
fair of immutable truth.. o

On the following day they reached a
little Indian village.—On fetting up the
war-hoop, a number of women and
children came out to meet them, with
fcreams and yells, furpaffing in variety
and fublimity of tone, a chorus of an
hundred cats howling by moonlight.

- ¢ This is- the mufic of a natural ear,’
faid the Doftor—* but Stupeo was too
much
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much abforbed in his execrations, to
reply. Thele great men were confined
in a little hut, and had a plentiful re-
paft -of bruifed Indian wheat and wa-
ter.’—¢ After all,” faid Stupeo, ¢ thefe
favages are better than men in civi-
lized -life:" this hut or prifon is whole-
fome and clean, we are not confined
in a loathfome dungeon—the light of
nature is always.pure, and the actions
of fimple men cannot fail to be juft.
We only  become monfters when we
condemn each othér to eternal flames

for a bug-bear, ‘or "drag each other

to ftakes for the fake of religion. I
am more than ever a fceptic: all ex-
iftence is to my eyes a farce, a folly,
an idea. Pain, pleafure, life, death,

every thing is an idea, or Hume muft,

be wrong.’

While he thus- fpoke to his filent .
companions, an hideous howl and con-’

© tinued
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tinued roar of joy advanced towards
them. It was night, and the Indians
. drew near, dancing in rude figures, with
torches of pitch-pine, blazing in the
air. - -

¢ Thefe are very fingular ideas,” faid
the: Dotor; * if  your ideas and my
perceptions are alike, we fhall bave a
comfortable idea of roafting.’ -

-

* I maintain,’ faid Stupeot—the door
of the but at that inftant was opened,
and feveral black childrem of reafon
dragged out the miferable. philofopher,
and bore him triaumphantly to a green,
in the centre of the village. There
they faftened him to a ftake, and Bick- |
* ing his body full of pine-knots, fet fire
to the whole, which confumed the mi-
ferable wretch with the moft agonizing
tortures, while the fons of nature danced
.around him, mocking his cries, and en-

couraging
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couraging their children to dart at him
little pointed arrows*.

Such was the termination of that en-
lightened great man, who, while he
lived, endeavoured to kindle the
~ world, and fet fociety in “a’ Hame,

* Note from Playfair's Hiftory of Jacobinifm,
page 496. ¢ Amongft thefe prifoners (i. e. 200
whom the new philofophers murdered at the grand
Chatelet) was a woman who formerly fold flowers,
and who in a fit of jealoufy, had mutilated her
lover, one of the French guards, in a very barba-
rous and fhameful manner. She had been con-
demned, but obtained a refpite for fome time.—
The rage of the murderers was redoubled on feeing
the woman who had thus murdered one of their
companions :—fhe was tied to a ftake, her feet
- nailed to'the ground, her breafts cut off with a
fabre, and then tortured with lighted torches and
pointed inftruments, in a more cruel and brutal
manner than it would be fit to defcribe.’

The learned may infer that favages are much
alike, all over the world,

but-
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but ‘expired himfelf in the midft of a
blaze. ) -

¢ Alas? cried Frederick, in extreme
agitation, ¢ What is man? A being in~
fluenced by cruelty and rapine :—he is
worfe than the favage hyena of the de-
fert, or the untamed tyger of the burn-
ing fands. 1 fee with bitter convi&tion,
that coercion and laws are neceffary
to reftrain the arm of deffruétion and
violence: in the imperfe&t nature of
all terrene exiftences, no law can be
made to deter the wicked, without be-
ing a reftraint, or in fome inftances a
- grievance, to fome who are innocent.
I fee that fociety, with all its draw-
backs, poflefles the greateft portion of
. real happinefs; and that half our mi-
feries we bring on ourfelves, by. en-
deavouring to raife human nature fu-
perior to itfelf.’

< ]am
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< Iam afraid,’ faid the Doéor, ¢ it _

will be our turn next. Thefe wr;tches

are ignorant of the laws of nations ; and

they have not fufficient religion to teach
them the duucs of man to man.’

Thus thefe two vagabonds, turn-
coats, unworthy the great name, or glo-
rious martyrdom of the immortal Stu-
peo, who perithed in the heat of his
own ideas, bewailed the accident of a
gentle roafting.—But the Indians had
no fooner perfe@lly reduced the great
- philofopher, metaphyfician, and politi-
cian to the idea. of a few cinders, than
they advanced to the cottage, and drag~

ged out the two prifoners to renew their

paftime, -

As they. approached the ftakes, they
were buffetted on every fide by fevére
blows from the delicate fifts of thela-
dies, who, ont of fpite at the fair fkin
of the dirty, loufy, Frederick, bit and

Vor, II. N pinched



266 THE VAGABOND.

pinched him with a very agreeable and
fportive air.—Indeed, if one might
judge by their cries, they were even
more delighted than the tender Euro-
- pean ladies who crowd to fee fome poor
wretches extended on a gibbet, or tun
{creaming to contemplate an houfe in
‘flames; or, than the fair daughters of
France, who danced the Carmagno]c
round the guillotine.

While they were tying thefe vifims
to the ftake, and dancing round with
their blazing torches, the report of a
gun ftruck them with confternation, and
a loud yell befpoke their defpair:—a
fecond fir¢ which fent a bullet whiftling
amongft them, urged them to flight, and
our heroes remained expofed to what-
ever might enfue—a large fire gleamed
on one fide of them, by the light of
which they perceived feveral perfons
advancing, dreffed in frocks, like Ame-
rican hunters, s

2 ‘They
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They drew near with their rifles in
their hands, and feemed to ftart, with
aftonithment when they faw two white
men naked, and covered with dirt.—
€ " Whoever you are,” faid Frederick,
in'a doleful voice, ¢ have pily upon our
fituation, and releafe us before thefe
monfters return.”

" ¢ Who are you? faid one of the
ftrapgers, whofe hat was adorned with a
feather—¢ Surely, I am no ftranger to
your vojce.’

¢ My name is Frederick Fenton.’

e Frcdenck Fenton!* exclaimed the -
Rranger, ¢ O! eternal Prov1dence, \
what myfteries involve us finite beings? -
—Haft thou brought into the wildernefs
of Amenca the man I had moft reafon
to abhor, and made me the inftrument
of his pxefervauon —Me, whom he fo

Ne - , cruelly
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cfuélly injured in the p;rfdn of my
Amelia

¢ What,’” cried Frederick, ¢ are you
Vernon? Point your rifle at me, and
finifh at once the days of a mifcreant.’

¢ No,’ replied Vernon:. ¢ it is not for
me to wreft vengeance to myfelf; but
how are you in this fituation ? Gratitude
to your father makes me almoft rejoice
that I have faved his fon.’

¢ Gratitude,’ fighed Frederick.—¢ Ab,
Vernon! had I but felt it more early;
had I liftened to the common claims of
nature and of fociety, I might have been
a worthy member.—But the new fophif-
ticated jargon of philofophy and im-
pratticable liberty, had rendered me in-
.fane. I have, however, been. the pupil
of experience, and have feen the athes
of Stupeo fcattered by the wind.”

«I will
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¢ I will return to fociety,” faid Ver-
non; ¢ it was the lofs of a woman which
embittered it to me, and drove me a for-
lorn wanderer in thefe woods; where I
have fortunately found another to fup-
ply her lofs, and lead me again into the
world—I fancy, Frederick, fhe is not
unknown to you; and if I may judge
right, this is Do€tor. Alogos, her uncle.

¢ Can it be,’ cried the enraptured man;
* that my dear Laura yet lives—is it
poffible the has efcaped from thefe hor-
rid favages?

¢ She now, I hope, waits us at your
plantation,’ replied Vernon, ¢ where 1
left her to fearch .for you, in company
with thefe my friends; though I con-
fefs with very little expe&ation of find-
ing you.’ C

* Thou art too good: O Provi-
dence!’ cried Alogos, fhedding tears,
N3 ¢ what

.
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¢ what is man, that thou art mindful of
him? - : o

¢ I am glad,” faid Frederick:—¢ I
feel at this moment more fatisfaGion
‘than I have felt for‘years—furely,
there is fomething in virtue not to be
defcribed—you will be happy Vernon,
_with Laura — fhe is formed for you,
and I rejoice that I did not fucceed in
debafing her purity. I am. tired with
philofophy ; I deteft politics; and 1 per-
ceive, that, an equality, the molt exaft
-and perfe&t in refpe& of every moral and
focial obligation, fprings from inequa-
Lty itfelf.?

¢ Have you heard lately from Eu-
rope,” inquired Do&or Alogos? ¢ Yes,’
replied. Vernon: ¢ I have news, that
in Frederick’s prefent fentiments, will
increafe his fatisfation. His mother
yet lives ; the recovered with much dif-
ficulty
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ficulty from her wound—but {he mourns

with her hufband the deviation of their
fon.’

¢ I will fly,” cried Frederick—¢ I will
caft myfelf at their feet, and implore
them to pardon me.’

_In lefs than a month, they arrived
again in Kentucky, where they found
population increafing with-thé numer-

ous emigrations, but unhappinefs and

difcontent prevailed: for. though the
grounds which were cultivated were pro.
“dudlive, there was no channel for trade
—and it fignifies nothing to a farmer,

that his harveft is plentiful, if he hasno -

market to meet his commodities.

Taxes increafed, and every man was -

obliged to learn the military exercife,

and keep in check the predatory In-

dians,

Do&or
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Doftor Alogos remarked, that the
people of America were equally diffa-
tisfied with the people of England; and
faw clearly, that no governmenf would
be univerfally approved, which was not
to the exa@® model and intereft of
every private individual.

-

At Philadelphia he fettled his ac-

.counts, and drew -his money from the
- bank.~—Laura gave her hand to Ver-

non ; and Frederick could not but feel
a wifh, that he had fome amiable maid
to unite her deftiny with his—and by
mutual good offices, fmooth the rugged
road of life. He felt at that moment,
that the endearing and tender fmile of
a modeft woman, has more real pleafure

. than the moft wanton blandifhments of

-

_promifcuous intercourfe,

The wind favoured their return to
the land of genuine liberty, where there
is riot on¢ man fo obfcure as not to pof-

. {efs
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fefs a right, nor one man fo high, as
not to be fubjeft to the laws.

“Where the noble and the peafant are
upon egquality in the penal code, ‘and
no man can f{uffer for his crimes, but
with the confent of twelve of his equals,
—a right unknown to every govern~
ment heretofore exifting—a right which
checks at once the arm of power, bn-
bery, or malice.

Doétor Alogos threw himfelf upon
the beach, while tears of pleafure guth-
ed from his eyes. —*¢ Happy, happy
thores,” exclaimed he, ¢ How few com-
parative evils do you know. Unvifited
by favage war—infulated from a trea-
cherous and rapacious foe—untainted
by peftilence, and at a diltance from the
climes, where earthquakes and tornados
in _one moment {wallow up, or {weep
away the exertions of ‘a century.—Thy
lands arc never parched with the beams

of
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of a torrid fun, or gelid with the frofts
of the polar circles: thou never feeleft
the blaze of perpetual day, or the ftill-
nels of conftant twilight. Thy fields
never fail in their produce, and half the
world brings the tributes.of commerce
to thy fhores—though the fmallef na-
tion on earth in local territory, thy fitu-
ation and the valor of thy genuine chil-
dren, renders thee impregnable. Nor is
there a fpot upon the univerfal globe, fo
favoured by Nature, and fo blefled by
Hea.vcn .

May then thy fair face never be
blafted by the infidious attacks of
felf-interefted. and ignorant empirics ;
may the mania of impra&icable politi-.
cal dreams be difperfed by the furges
of thy rocky fhores; and may thy fair
daughters know, that modefty and -ma-
ternal feelings are the chief ornaments
of a celeftial mind. Experience has
qualified me to judge of learning, whofe

refearches
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refearches have taught me the paucity
of the human mirid; taught me, that
in this age of ‘reafon, in the eighteenth
century, I may exclaim with the learn-
ed and polithed ‘Socrates—* All that I
know s, that I know nothing.’ '

THE END.
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